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MELIORANDUM

FOR THZ HON. HFRBERT HOOVER

ON THE
AKFRICAN RESHTMTLFEMENT COMMITTEE

for Uprooted Buropean Jewry

—egt

A (£) Should the Palestinian Arabs persist in their objection to and obstruction of

Jerish settlement in Palestine, a sound plan for the transfer of the Palestinian
-~

Arebs to Iraq could be evolved, which would be highly beneficial to the country of

Iraqg, to the Araeb settlers from Palestine, and to a final solution of the Palestinian
and Jewish problems. Transfers of populations will havye to be undertaken in many

regions of the world, in order to eliminate causes for future trouble and conflagrations.

In the words of Herbert Hoover end Hugh Gibson in The Problems of Lasting Peace:

"In most cases the problem of mixed border peoples may have
to be solved by the heroic remedy of transfer of populatio
The hardship of moving is gx;eat, but it is less than the
constant suffering of minorities aml the constant

recurrence of war,n"

ns.
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The Valdorf-Astoria
New York, New Yorl-
May 12, 1943

Dear Georne: o A
AR A 7 SR
Therein does this ‘movement dlffer from the
Y+ Zionist movemente It proposes Just two things: to
ralse nmoney to movelrefugees, and to move Mrabs out
oftPalesting, nelther of which can ve done--in any
ovent, until tha war ig over., /nd 1s that not too
great a job for any ody but governmentgs

Jire Goorpe Sorolsty
300 Lest End Avenus

ad A !
How Yo, liew Yory |

ref 5:6 Letter from Herbert Hoover
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THE JEWISH PROBLEM MUST BE SOLVED

Palestine for.-the Jews, Irag for the Arahs—
And Peace in the Middle East

An End Can Be Put to the
Arab-Jewish Conflict

There is room enaugh in Pulestine for the Jews and the Arabs who
live there today, for thelr children and childrents children, and for addi.
Yonal millions of Jewiah immigrants. The Jews are willing 1o live with
the Arafls In peace and amity. Some Arabs are not. Whether insti.

gated by-outside interested factors, or on their own initiative, these Arabs
persisl in creating friction, and cause periodic trouble and bloodshed.
Tha conflict beticean tha Arabs and the Jews must be resolved for all time
not through political devices, but on the basis of lasting economic wel-
fara for both peoples. We submit that such a basis exists in the project
for an organized and voluntary transfer of the Palestinian Arabs to Iraq.

Jews to Palestine, Arabs to Iraq

Iraq In‘ancient Mesopotamia. [t was once the granary of the world.
The highly fertile soil of the valley of the Tigris and the Euphrates Is still
there.  So are the waters of the Iwo rivers, Millions of acres of the worldl's
hest cultivable land wait for the settler to come, live on it, feed himself
and feed others. This vast, rich land, which Is so sparscly populated,
badly needs an influx of Arab peasants who would readily merge In the
oational organism of Iraq, without crealing new problems of national
minorities.: There are, however, no such prospective immigrants yut-
side of the Palestine Arab, population,

The Soundest of All Trausfg:rs

In the past, the Greco-Turkish exchange of popul pulsory
aa it wan, proved highly beneficial ta both Turkey and Greece, to their
mutual relations and to the 1,800,000 trausferred Greeks and Turks.
After this war, many transfers of population will have 1o he undertaken.
In the words of Herbert Hoover and Hugh Gibson in The Problems of,
Lasting Peace: “In most cages the problem of mixed border peoples iy
have to be solved by the heroic remedy of transfer of populations. The
hardship of moving is great, but it is leg than the constant suffering of
minorities and the constant recurrence of war.,” We do not hesitate
to say that of all the transfers planned, the transfer of the uprooted
Jews ta Palestine and of the Palestinian Arabs to Iraq would serve the

greatest humanitarian cause and would entail the least difficulty. By thesa
far-renching measures, the problems of Iraq, of the Palestinian Arabs and
of European Jewry ean be permanently and soundly solved.

A Plan of Action

The American Resettlement Committee for Uprooted European
Jewry, comprising as it does Gentiles and Jews from all walks of life,
proposes the following plan of action to all public-apirited Ansericans
who wish to help in the rehabilitation of the Jews of Europe: \

1. To collect and establish all the facts concerning the actual
conditions of the uprooted European Jews. 3
2. To clarify and publicize the little-known facts about the ab-
sorptive capacities of both Palestine and Iraq,

3. To map dotalled plans for the post-war mass-repatriation of
European Jews to thelr legally established National Home,

4. To promote the creatlion of anew granary through the Irriga-
tlon of the forsaken lands of the Tigris and the Euphrates, pro-
viding a powerful Inducement to the Arab peasants of Palestine
and Transjordan to settle In Iraq.

5. To explore the financlal, engineering and Jurldical aspects of
the resettlement projects.

6. To help create the ary les for the re le t of
the uprooted European Jews In Palestine, and of Palestinlan Arabs
In Iraq. .

New York Times. 4 October 1943

ref5.'13
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THE AMERICAN RESETTLEMENT
COMMITTES

The American Resettlement Committee offers a sound
and far-ceaching plan of action to solve not only the
Jewish problem in Eucope, but also, in large measure, the
Arab problem. The Committee has submitted to “transfer
those Arabs of Palestine who prefer to live in a purely
Arab State, to one of the rich and underpopulated Arab
territories in the Middle East, preferably to Iraq which
badly needs an influx of population for its present lacge-
scale projects of irrigation and development.” It has also
pointed out that “this project would not aviil a unilateral
transfer of Acabs, but rather a Jewish-Arab exchange of
populations, as several hundred thousands of Jews now
living in Arab lands could be transferred to Palestine.”

The plan will gain support. Exchange of Greek
and Turkish. populations on a similar scale, was affected
in 1923 and 1924, leading to beneficial results for both
Turkey and Greece. Exchange of Jewish and Arab popu-
lations, although on a much smaller scale, was advocated
by the Peel Commission. Sir Norman Angell, Henry Mor-
genthau Sr. and noted political figures in Europe, expressed
theic approval of the proposal. Some twenty-five years ago,
Iscael Zangwill fought energetically for the same solution,
only to be denied and scoffed at by a shortsighted Zionist
leadecship. Zangwill raised this demand before the con-
vening of the last Peace Conference, stating that the most
suitable time for exchange of populations is when a new
world order is being planned. Now we face again such
a situation and the same ppportunity presents itself to us.
It was at the right moment that the American Resettlement
refs:17 Committee brought the project to the fore.

Nationalism is bad enough when it trusts in nothing but the
rude force of the nation. A nationalism that necessarily and admit-
tedly depends upon the force of a foreign nation is certainly worse.
This is the threatened fate of Jewish nationalism and of the pro-
posed Jewish State, surrounded inevitably by Arab states and Arab
peoples. Even a Jewish majority in Palestine — nay, even a trans-
fer of all Palestine Arabs, which is openly demanded by Revisionists
— would not substantially change a situation in which Jews must
either ask protection from an outside power against their neighbors
or effect a working agreement with their neighbors.

ref5.2 Hannah Arendt. “Zionism Reconsidered”
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Report of Abba Hushi on his journey to Damascus. March 19.39

z April 28th, 1939.
My Dear lr, Goldmam,

: Thero 1s enother matter of extreme importance wrich I
would like you to bring to the notioe of Justice Brandeis end that is the
rossibility of acquisition of a large trect of land belonging to the Druses as

per enclosed map. I need hardly point out to you that if this land could be
aocquired, the whole problem of Upper Galiles would be definitely settled, This

would give us a territory slmost contiguous from the Huleh down to Rehovot, which
in its size almost equals the territory ellotted to ua by the Peel Report.
Incidentally the Druse, who are a small minority in this couwntry are very wneasy
in view of the new British polioy. They are not only willing to divest them-
selves of the lands, but also to migrate to the Jebel Iruse and join their
brethren in Syria. The realisation of this project would mean the enlgration
of 10,000 Arsbs, the scquisition of 200,000 dunams end the creation of a block
ranging from Huleh through the Fmek down tha Coastal Plain to Beer-Tuviah, with
a reserve of land which would enable us to work quietly for the next five or ten
Yeers, without eny fear of whatever restrictions the British Goverrment might
contemplate,

1% would relieve us of a great meny of our political
troubles for a long time to come and by coansolidating our holdings in Uppexr
Gelilee, Huleh and the Comstal Plein we would be able easily to expand further
when the time comes. It would also oreate a significant precedent if 10,000
Arebs were to emigrate pescefully of their own volition, which no doubt would
ba followed by others, and I believe that the Preaident's suggention of a large
loen for the transmigration of Arabs from Palestine to Irag would then beccme
a realizable project.

ref 6:5 Letter from Weizmann to Solomon Goldman
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3 May 1939
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L[C‘C Letter from Eliahu Epstein to Eliezer Kaplan.
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