99

glam School of Farvard University,
el Cambridge, Hass.
PRIVATE E

£

L . October 18, 1938

. ¢ "F. D. went very far in our talk i i -
clat?qn of the significance of Palestine—i:hzliezgpzz
keePing it whole and of making it Jewish. He was tre—
mendously interested--and wholly surprised--on learning
of the great increase in Arab population since the War;
and on learning of the plenitude of land for Arabs in b
Arab countries, about which he made spebific inguiries.
Possibl? refuges for Jews elsewhere he' spoke of as
'satellites’, and there was no specific telk of them."

Yours,

ST
=T

ref2:1 Letter. Frankfurter to Wise

)

Palestine: United States scheme.

petz), '
“ro7 JE 6606/10/31 Records a conversation with President
FROM . ‘Roosevelt who put fomward a.scheme for relieving

Sir R.Lindsa
(Waagnéfon[ to
¥ar L.Oliphant.

Palestine ‘of 200,000 Arabs thus providing space fon-
the immigration of Jews. The conversation ended
inconclusively but, in case the matter is ever

Dated  3prq Nov.1938 short answer to this scheme.

Received

'Regisiry f[10th Nov.1938] *

E:Palestine and
Transiordan.

reverted to, requests that he may be supplied with a

But even asauminé that water could;be founﬂd!.s’ in
.large quantities, 1t is now out of the question that
an; Arabs should brew"compallod" to emig;-ite to the
“lands thus brought into cultivation. ihatever else

may remain uncertain about. the préblem of Palestine,

=
the impossibility of ?hnp\:i.:ion on this scaXe is

now clear beyond diis"‘pute./: Finally and in genex:al, the
President's sugge';;tion, in which ‘he has doubtless
béen. couchled by the Zionist leaders of America, is
baseld on the old fallacy that the problem of

: _Palestki.r;e, which has now become a polrj:’ijcal and

Bentime:xtal jssue of the first importance to the whole

Arsb and indeed the whole Moslem world, canbe solved

by economic sops and £Linancial assistance.

L-‘“>—:7“j‘7

10th Hovember 1938

ref2d0 Minutes. Foreign Office London
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BRITISH EMBASSY,

g Mov 193

Confidential. ! al{ovmbei 3rd, 1938.
Confidential L.

~ 7 -

5

-WASHTNGTON, D.C.

Dear tancelot:

On October 25th I had an interview with the
President about another subject and at the end of it -
he sald he wanted to offer a suggestion for dealing
with Palestiﬁe;- He was 1mpres§ed by--the fact that
the Arab population had increased by 400,000 since
the eaéablishment of the Mandate, thereby causing
great pressure of population on the territory. It
was also a fact that in the countries adjoining across
the Jordan great quantities of water coéld be got at
shallow levels by boring wells. He suggest;é that a
great programme should be undert;kan for digging »
wells and making this water available for irrigation
in what was now desert. The cultiyvable land this
created should be set apart for Arabs from Palestine.
1They should be offered land f?ee, and that ought to
be enough to attract them; and failling the attracfion,_
they should be compelled to emigrate to it. Palestine
could thus be relieved of 200,000 Arabs, and so much
more space for the lmmigration of Jews provided.
Finally it would be necaas&ry'CO prescribe that no
Arab should bé allowed'to immigrate into Palestine,

and no Jew into the Arab lands. All this might cost.
from twenty to thirty million pounds, "but we ought to

be able to find that much. money for the purpose."
There was an implication that "we" meant the Jewish

community of America, but that 1s by no meansi;ettain.

S8ir Lancelot 0liphant K.C.M.G., C.B.,
‘Foreign Office,
London, S.W.l.

ref2:6
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: NATIONAL POWER POLICY-COMMITTEE

i INTERIOR BUILDING :
=t TTWASHINGTON

 Noyember 21, 1938.

Dear F‘e_y:x_:;___" :
TR {;/ S e /. 2
Isaiah saw the Chief Saturday. I give you herewlth a suniary

'of his (Iseiah's) report on the Conference:

He told-—-- —
Lindsey ‘that-he—thought the British should call in some of ‘the Arab
leaders from Palestine and some of "the leaders from the ad joining Arab
. countries. The British should explain to them that they, the Arabs, -
~—had within-their control large territories ample to sustain their i
““““ people. Palestine and Transjordan constituted only u small portion,
probably not over 5% of their ‘territories. Some Jews were in Palestine
and others were clamoring to go there. Their coming to Palestine and
Transjorden would not-hinder the Arabs as there was plenty of land for
———all,—Some-of-the-Arabs-on‘poor lund in Palestine could be given mch
better land in adjoining Arab countries. ) )

N

ref2: ‘-%‘Aﬂ = o B
S en V. Cohen

Letter. Cohen to Frankfurter

MELORANDUILL

Suggestions have aiEB been made that if the
free offer of cultivable land in Transjordan did not
suffice to attract the "Arahs from Palestine, they
might be compelled to emigrate from it, with the object

of vacating land in Palestine for settlement by Jews.

ref2:19 "1 BRITISH EJ:L-BASSY,
WASHINGTON, 10 el

December 20th, 1938.

st

British Government Memorandum
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Decexbex 37, 1838,

My dear Mr. Justice:-

Also, it is my thought that
quite aside from Transjordsniz, the British cught
to explore for water to the south and 4o the
north of thers. I heard from the French that the
land in Arzbia aoross the Red Sea from Diibouti,
and back of the costal range of mountains, has
all kinds of possibility for settlemsnt — and
also that the Irag pecple are entirely willircg
-%o take a large Arabd population for sstilement
on their newly irrigated lands.

]

Honorzble Louis D. Brandeis, |
Azsociats Justice, United States Supreme Couxt,
Vashington. D. C.

ref2:21 Letter. Roosevelt to Brandeis

Supreme Court of the United States
Washington, D.C.

December 28, 1938

Dear Mr. President:

Re yours of 27th.1
My thanks for letting me see the papers returned herewith.
The British attitude is deplorable. But ultimately —-- if we insist —-
folly will yield to reason and the right.
Enciosed from Blackwood's will interest you.

Our best wishes for 1939.

Cordially

Louis Brandeis

President Roosevelt.

[PSF: Palestine: AS]

ref2:22
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ref 2:25 Letter. Solomon Goldman to Ben-Gurion. 6 April 1939

e —
Juna 20, 1939.

My dear Dr. Weizmann,

Wa have every reason to helinve that the Prasident has the fineat
undarstanding of, and tha denpest aympathy with, enr movement. In
e latter to Juatica Brandeis, he saems to have hit on tha Iraq plan.
Ho atnted in sao many worls (I am nﬂt;'/qllﬁtin?; varhatim, the latter
ia nok bofora ma) that v to three hundred thonsand Arsha can and
miat be moyed from Palastine to Iraq. e astimated that wa ahonld
nead A sam of ﬁsm,mu_\,m)«) tn achimye mich A wholasale tranafer

nf Arehs, Ha thonght that the Jews might he in a position to rnisn
#100,000,000, that the British and French might extend a loan of
A100,000,000, and the Uniked Skatas an aqual snm. Ha seamad tn
indinnta that as gyon ar he was asomewhnt relierved from the pressuras
of other affairs, ha might try to tnokle tha job.’

Jt wea intarasting tn haar him statn thHat tha Arahs who have
onkarad Pnlagting atinae 1917 can certainly nok claim tha comnkry
ns belangine ta them, Ha was pnder the imprassion that thrae
hundrad thonsand of them had comn in sinne tha Balfonr Declara-
tion wag issnad, Daduet, he addad, thrnso threa hundred thonasand
from the prasenk Arab popmletion and the Arsb majority bacomas
insignifienant, Ha waa, of aoursa, wrongin his fignras. T am mare-
v niting this aa avidanece of his inkerest in Zioniam. I nndara
stand that on kwo oceasions he used tha trans-Atlantia telephone
and apolks dirnctly to Chamberlain.

Bagpnet %
ref 2:26 pretinlly and affeotionately,

(ogd). Solomon Goldmon.
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(Decembef 3, 1942

[l - The President said, "Well,
what I think I will do is this. First, I would call Palestine

a religious country. Then I would leave Jerusalem the way it

is and have it run by the Orthodox Greek Catholic Church, the
Protestants and the Jews - have a joint committee run it. They
are doing it all right now and we might as well leave it that
way." Then the President went on and said, "I actually would
put a barbed wire around Palestine, and I would begin to move
the Arabs out of Palestine." I asked him how he would do

that and I said, "Would you have the Jews buy up the land?"

He said, "No, but I would provide land for the Arabs in some-
other part of the Middle East, and I know there are plenty of
places. Each time we move out an Arab we would bring in another
Jewish family." T asked the President, "Would you propose that
the majority should be Jews in Palestine?" and he said, "Yes,
90% of them should be Jews, but T don't want to bring in more
than they can economically support, and I think that point

has been reached." I said, "Well, what kind of a place would

it be?" and he said, "It would be an independent nation just
like any other nation - completely independent. Naturally,

if there are 90% Jews, the Jews would dominate the government."
He said, "There are lots of places to which you could move the
Arabs. All you have to do is drill a well because there is this
large underground water supply, and we can move the Arabs to
places where they can really live." ' ,

Morgenthau Presidential Diaries

ref2:32

THE DIARIES OF
EDWARD R. STETTINIUS, JR,

1943-1946

CALENDAR NOTES | November 10, 1944

Palestine situation—I told the president what difficulty
we were getting into and we should discuss the matter with
Harriman. [ said I would send him a memo onthis. . . . The

_president fecls confident, however, he will be able to iron out
the whole Arab-Jewish issue on the ground where he can have
a talk. Lle thinks Palestine should be for the Jews and no
Arabs should be in it, and he has definite ideas on the subject.
[t should be exclusive Jewish territory. [ told him of my rccent

talk with Dr. Wise.

ref2:35
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THE NEW YORK TIMES, MONDAY, JULY 26, 1943

HOOVER SPEAKS BY PHONE

- The Long-Range Vlew :’.l,'i

The long-view solution, he said,
resolves {tself into two phases—
. where to move these people %o a3 to
give them permanent security and
how to establizh them thers, . 17"

“We must accept the fact that
the older and more fully settled
countries have no longer any land
and opportunity to absorb the mi-
gration of the oppressed,” he sald.
“Most Jews recognizs that it iz not
in their Interest to force such an
_iasue. Paleatine could take more
of them. But after all, Paleatine
would absorb only a part of the
three or four millions whom ttl-m
conference has been discussing as
needing rellef. That could be ac-
complished only by mgying the
Arab population to some other
quarter, These are problems im-
possible to settle during the war.

ref2:38

Dear Arthur -~ I

8an Francisco, Cal.

Augusgt 6th, 1943

I ha

ve just returned from a rather long interview with Herbert Hoover,

He limtened to me quite attentively and I think I made a decided impression,

o0ld me during our hour and a half conversation the followings

He ¢
(1) That in his opinion Palestine cannot become a Jewish Oommonwealth
when the Arabs are evacuated to other countries in the Near Eas#h.
(2) That this evacuation cannot be voluntary, but must be compulsory,
imposed by the British or the United Nationsa.
(3) Tnat the British are afraid to impose such compulsory evacuation
because of the reperoussion on the "Arab worldf,
(10) That Jews have attacked him for the speech, but he believes that

actually he wlll be of great service to the Jewlsh cause, Indeed,

(a8 an aftar-thought, I believe) he said that Britain will be so fean
ful about being required to give up the very rich Kenya and Tanganyike
area, that it will muoh prefer to make a real Jéwlgh 8tate of
Palestine, and will even forca tha Arabs to evacuate to the Aradb
countries, investing the necessary funds to develop these 'undeveloped
lands so as to receiva tha Arabs from Palestine,

ref2:

Jordially,
Louis B, Levinthal

40
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A BRICK FOR THE BRIDGE

by Eliahu Ben-Horin

It was back in 1945, during the critical years of our fight
for the establishment of a Jewish State. Dr. Abba Hillel Silver,
who was aware of my contacts with the former President, asked
me whether I could get a sta'tement from Mr. Hoover in support
of our position. I said I would try.

Next day, I was sitting with Mr. Hoover in his office in the
Waldorf Towers. When I stated my request, he answered: "I am
willing to issue a statement, but not the one you have in mind.
I was impressed with the plan you outline in your book (THE
MIDDLE EAST: CROSSROADS OF HISTORY - EBH) for a transfer of
Palestine's fellaheen to Iraq. What is more, it is a solution
which would greatly benefit all concerned: the Jewish people,
the Palestinian Arabs and the State of Iraq. I am willing to
propose this solution in a statement to t;e press.”

After thanking Mr. Hoover, I felt obliged to say: "...But
you probably know that the Zionist Organizaj:ion does not favor
such a transfer,"”

To this the former President answered with a twinkle in his
eye: "Fortunately, I am not s member of the Zionist Organization,
and my statement would not be in their name;.|

All Mr. Hoover wanted to know was, whether such a statement
by him would be welcome to the Zionist movement and would be
considered a positive contribution to thé solution of the
Palestine problem. After consulting Dr. Silver, I gave him this

assurance. Thus the ¥ "Hoover Plan" was born.

ref2:42 Ben-Horin’s unpublished autobiography
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The Waldorf-Astoria Towers
~New York 22, New York
November 14, 194§

My dear lir., Ben-Horin:

Many thanks for the booklet. I
have now gone 6ver some fifteen books! 1
am trying to boi_l a statement down to 200

words.e

1

Yours fai thfully"',;

Mr. Eliahu Ben-Horin
342 Madison Avenue
New York 17, New York

Enclosure

ref2:43 Letter. Hoover to Ben-Horin

I

There is a possible - possibly remote - method of
settling the Pa;estine question and providing ample

Jewlsh refuge. It at least is worth inquiry.

My own suggestic;n 1s that Iraq might be flnanced to
complete this development in consideration that it be made
thé scene of resettlement of the Arabs from Palestine.
This would clear the Palestine completely for a large
Jewlsh emigration. & suggestion of transfer of Arabs
to Iraq was made scme years ago tut without edequate pro-

posals to finance both the land reclamation and the

migration to it.

ref 2:45 iiarly draft by Hoover of his transfer plan
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Hoover Urges Resettling Arabs
to Solve Palestine Problem

NEW YORK WORLD-TELEGRAM, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 1045.

Says Irrigation
Could Provide
Good Irag Land

Balieves Migration
Would End Conflict
Over Jewish Refuge

There Is a sane and practical
solutlon of the Palestine problem
in the opinlon of former Presldent
Herber Hoover. The idea, offered
in response to an Inquiry by :h:

an eminent British englneer, com-
pleted a study of the restoratlon
of the old Irrigation system, He
estimated that about 2,800,000
acres of the most fertlle land In
the world could be recovered at
& cost of under $150,000,000.

“Bome progress has been made
under the Iraq government but
thelr lack of financtal resources
and the delays of the war have
retarded the work greatly. Some
years ago It was proposed thnt
this area should be developed for
settlement by Jewish refugees.
‘This did not, however, satialy the
Jewish desire for & homeland.

Arabs Would Beneflt,

“My own suggestion Is that Iraq
might be flnanced to complete this
great land development on the
conslderation that it be made the
scene of resettiement of the Arabs
from Palestine. Thls would clenr
the Palestine completely’ for a
largs Jewlsh emigration and col-

‘World-Telegram, he
problem from an engineering
As a result
raclal and political aspects of the
problem would be subordinated
in a process by which both Jews
and Arabs would benefit materi-

ally.

In reply lo the direct question
from the World-Telegram as to
whether he belleves any sound
or practical basls exists for set-
tlement of the highly Inflamma-
tory Jewish-Arab question Mr.
Hoover replled: —~

“There Is a_ possible plan of
settling the Palestine question
and providing ample Jewish ref-
uge. It 13 at lengt worth serlous
Investigation for It offers a con-
structive humanltarian solutlon.

Irrigatlon Theory.

“In anclent times the Irrigation
of the Tigrls and Euphrates
valleys supported probably 10
million people In the kingdoms of
Babylon and Ninevah. The de-
terforatlon and .destructlon of
their Irrigation works by Lhe Mon-
gol Invasion centurles ago. and
thelr neglect for ages, are re-
sponsible for the shrinkage of the
population Lo about 3,500,000 pro-
ple In modern Irag. Some 30
years ago, Sir Willlam Wilicocks,

of trans-
fer of the Arab pcople of Pales-
tine was mnde by the Britlsh
Labor Party In December, 1944,
but no adequate plan was proposed
as to where or how they wera to

o,

“There Is room for many more
Arabs In such s development In
Irag than the total of Arabs in
Palestine. The soll Is more fertile.
They wozld be. among thelr own
tace whi¢h Is Arab speaking and
Mohammedan: The Arab popu-
Intlon of Palestine would be the
galner from better lands In ex-
change for thelr present holdings.
Irnqg would be the galner for it
::Indly needs agricultural popula-

on,

Model Migratlon.

“Today mllllons of people are
being moved from one land to an-
other, 1f the lands wére organized
and homes provided, this partic-
ular movement could be made
the model migration of history.
It would be n solutlon by engl-
neering Instend of by conllict.

“I realize that the plan offers
& challenge both to the states-
mauship of the Great Powers as
well as to the goodwill of all part-
les concerned. Hbwever, I sub-
mit It and It does offer n method
of settlement with both honor and
wisdom."”

ref 2:47
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"Hoover Plan for Arabs"

ref2:59

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL

842 MADISON AVENUE

Condliluent Organizalions NEW YORK 17, N. Y.
MUrray Hill 2-11 60
Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of A.rmsﬂcu
! O of Amer;

Poalo %lon-Zelre Zion of Amerlca
Zionint Organization of America
November 21, 1945
Hon, Herbert Hoover
Waldorf-Astoria Towers
New York 22, N. Y.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

You may be interested to know that the Jewish
press in New York hes commented very favorably on
your proposal. I will have & summary of the com-

ments in the Jewish press prepared, and translated
into English and I will send it to you.

With kindest regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

Z/A"’"“ i /4«4‘_\";7

EFH:RB Eliahu Een-Horin

Enc.

ref 2:60




Asked for comment on the Eoover p posal, pablished in fhe New York

‘World-Telegran, for the rosettlementmf Pa.leatine Arabs in Irap In order
to facilitato the complete solntion of the Palestine question, a apokemn
‘ el by the American Zionist Emergency cnuncil stated the Zionist poaition as

follows:
The Zionist Organization ‘never advoca.ted. the transfer of Palastine's

Arébs to Iraq or elsewhere,

411 this we state for the record. It seems to us however, that

every man of good will, interested in alleviating the terrible Javiah
“$ragedy end 4n helping to Te-gstablish the Jewish State in Palsstine,
will welcome Mr, Hoover's plan as an expression of constructive states-
manship. When all the long accepted remedies seen to fail, it is time
to consider new approaches. The Hoover Blana certainly represents a new
approach, formulated by an unprejudiced mind well trained in statesman—-

ship, relief and rehabilitation.

In conclusion, let us state that we highly appreciate the timing

of Mr, Hoover'!s statement.

ref2:61
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE
NEW YORK 17, N. Y.
January 25, 1946
My dear Mr. Ben-Horin:
Thank you for your letter of Jemuary 23. I aeppreciated
the full report which you gave me of your conversation with
Hoover, I am pleased that progress is being made in that
direction.
7ef2:66

Gods HHORY Af&w
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Lmeszsn 1611 CoNpERENCE

52l Fifth Avenue  teeppone Mumy 2717 New York 17, N. Y.

INTERIM CIOMMITTEE-
Dr lfu-AlesuLnsriiv N er 28, 1945

KY
Co-Chaivmen

Maunice EisGyen
Naomt Ciistore
SiGMUND W, Davip
Raunut Witniam Drazin
AaroN Diroock

Ranwt Maumice N, EsenonaTh Mr. Herbert Hoover

oA T cha (f\ \ Waldorf-Astoria Hotel
;’K?}I;'buct Fus;um _50th & Park Ave.

dAN;EL Friscu \ New Iork, No X5

Lron Griiman Q‘ /\

Hon. LEwis GOLONERG
FRANK GOLDMAN Dear Mr. Hoover:

Dr. SoroMoN GoromAN

L —

Mas, SAMUEL GOLDSTEIN

3:vﬁf‘z:f,ﬁﬁ:;’é’ / \9/ I read your response to the inquiry by the New York
m:: ?;‘.i%‘h)‘.f;f.‘;‘::“‘" World Telegram in which you proposed that the Arabs‘
Dx. Jants G. HELLER in Palestine should emigrate to Irag. Your suggestion
ALERATE e would, if carried out, provide a real solution to the

Korerman perplexing problem now confronting world statesuen.
CHARLES P. KRAMER
IsraEL KraMER

SIE G i We at the American Jewish Conference would apprecia’ce
RS, ArTHUR . LAUFMaAN

Hon. Louis E. LEVINTHAL it if you could finé time to broadeast your views
RaRut Joserit H. LOOKSTEIN

DRSS UF A ANCSTES over a national network. We have a tentative promise
Morastre May for time on one of the major networks.

Ranm leving Micter
S

For your information, the American Jewish Conference
is composed of sixty national Jeq:Lsh organizations
affiliated with it, with a constituency of over
2,500,000 members.

Trusting thst you will find time to cooperate with us
in the suggested broadcast, I remain

Sincerely yours,

HoN. MFIFR STEINBRINK
Hinsann Stean
Ronrkt S2010

. Ten

ENRAUM
Mas. Josrren M. WLt
Dwm WERTH M Allen Roberts
On, i ¥

AR:RK Radio Director

Lotis Lirsky
Chairm.in -
MAUIICE ISGYFR
Aaron Droock
Rannt Maurice N. EiSENDRATH
JANE Evans
"ror. Havim Fineman
Grorae. Frinman
vox Griisan '
HARLES P KRAMER
Ranut Joserit H. LOOKSTREIN
Hon. NATiaN D. PErimAN
Hox. Mokis ROTHENDTRG
it ROTHSTRIN
Ml\ HlnAuN Siutman

THE INTERIM COMMITTER WAS ESTABLISHED BY T DU TES OF TII AMERICAN

RENCI IN NEW YORK, SEPT. 2, 1943, TO IMPLEMENT 118 K13
3 THE RIGITS AND STATUS OF
POST-WAR WORLD; 1M RIGUTS OF TINE JEWISH VEOULI WITH RESPUCT TO PALESTIND

ref 2:68
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The Jewish Agency for Palestine

MEMORANDUM Ne, 30
STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL

To: Members of the Executive, The Jewish Agency for Palestine
Vashingten/Lendon/Jerusalen

FROM: B11ahn Epstein

February 19, 19468

SUBJECT! Oomversation w Mr, Herbert Heover, former Pre. of th ted 8t
Bemetime 'ngo Mr, George Sokolsky, the columdist, agranged for me to mee
Mr, Herbert Hoover, .My purpose in seeing him was to inquire into his Project

for the transfer of Arabs from Palestine to Iraq, which he made public through
& press releass,

I explained to Mr, Hsover the political inadvisability 6f eur beeoming sponsors
for such a plan which might, despite all its good imtentions for Jews and Arabds
alike, lead to all kinds of dangerous conclusions regarding our aims in Pelestine,

ref2:73

Mr. Tlisha M. Friedzan Fedroary 4, 1948
41 Froad Btrset .
Wew York 4, W. Y. -

Dear Mr, Friedman:

1f 1 sm mot miavaken, Grossmsa waa accospaniad
by Wr. Wolfaoha. After thay told MHoover how highly
they theught of his Plaa, etc., Hoover spoka framkly
to them tallimg them howhis Plan origimated with him
and of his great interest in the prodlsm. Thea,
Orossman suggested that he and his peopls womid like
10 arrange & dinner im Hoover's homor, with him as
the mein speaker, at which time a group would e
orgamized to aponsor the Hoover Plan.

Hoover wae noncommittal, saked for & ma:arﬁ:mm
25 Fmon el vz e > QP s
condeining these suggestliozz, =2 isguizes o8
man whethor ho knew me - ninting thet he weuld Xiks
& have my opimion on the Orovssusn proposal.

1

ref2:75 ¥liaku Bsn-Horia !
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NEL Washington 5‘
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Sro-2 445, Twenty-fifth. o
FC-14 E
0IC Ex-Fresident HooVer's reported proposal regarding
IKI
OFI resettlement of Palestine Arabs in Iraq front paged in
rL
Baghdad papers of Noveaber 22 undesr such headings as;
"Fiendish American proposal--Iraq after Palestine" "From
the insides of Trnman'!s bomb comes a new Zionist proposall.
UNo sir] Ex-Fresident HooVer proposes transferring Arabs
; of Falestine to Iraq so that Palestine may absorb the
i / Jews." M"Weird proposal for solving Palestine problem",

ref2:77

November 27, 1945

Dear Mr. Hoover:

. Here is z dispatch of the Jewish Telegraphic Agency which may
interest you. It is a cable from Cairo, dated November 23, and .it
reads as follows:

"A boycott of American goods was urged today by Eagdad
papers in reply to a suggestion by former President
Herbert Hoover that the United States grant a large
loan to Iraq to finance the resettlement there of Arabs
from Palestine, according to a Reutars dispatch.

"Under such headings as 'Devilish American Plan' and
!New Zionist Scheme, ! the papers sharply attack Hoover's
suggestion for large-scale irrigation of arid land in
Iraq and the transfer of Palestinian Arabs as a mesns
of solving the Palestine problem.!

» ref2:78 Z/.A/W,W
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Bhe New Fork Bimes

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18, 1048,

Hoover Plan Approved

it .
An Irrigated Iraq Regarded s
Best Home for Arabs

The woriter rollorcing lester &
member of the American Bconomic
Committee for Palestine, on the board
Friends of the Hebrew

ot suthe 1

practical and numATItariun propasal to
Selre the preblai of Falesting. 10 -
en more significant upon the
Appalnlm-al of the Angio-American
on Immigration of Jews
Into ruum He proposes the irriga-

traq wore Intended to deveiop it evo-
romicaliy nd to banefit Its masses.
But 1o cne osors M. Hoover ma
Uhus propasl as a means of salving the
Pulestine question.
More People Needed
iraq nwsds more popuisiion. Land 13
siready abundat. The Prime Muniste

vountry 13 150,000 square miles, aboul
Uhres Lmes L5t of England and Wales,
Nl A powiltian sy e Wi
What iraq waats abov
=ryu:n: else 13 more populstioa”

Walter Clay Lowderimlk, caies ol
the Soil Conservation Service or tov
Usitad Sistan, ' bir bok “Puisstin

the genius or ability Lo restore Lhe Holy

Lands to thelr possibilities. But tie
Jews, by their magnificent exunpiea by
colonization, have democstrated their
ability to recluim and redeem wadte
lands trom desolation to bigh produc-
ity

Palestine has shown what irrigation
and acieatific agriculture can do with
poor soil. ¥or lraq, Palestine would
conatitiate -0t of SgFicuICural exper-
imental statios. The Jews tods,
could bring the light of Western aci-
ence into the dark Middle East. In thia
fuaction the Jews could again act &
internationsl couriers of the Ining
brin

historically now La 1ts own "dark ages.

M Himes WAL S
nificance, soclal forces are
awirling oot the Jewish peogue L0dsy.

The
FOpe meekicg ki sylum b Argestina,
are on the march again louking for &
Bew refuge.

The Jewish sattlement tn Argeatina
stands as & foll ageinst Palestine. In

in that same Argentina in which, un-

like Poland, population 1s scant sud|
| cmpaition soe”asomomie survial

place o the New World and, especially.
in the Argentine Republic. Jews should
emigrate with the view not af gainiig
oty & few yi
respite but with Fiu purposs uf
sisietng fuc ke foabielly vt end
stabilily in the Baron

s e in 1698 efore . doud
wxheute his Intentions in Palestine.

the Pales-
000 Jews
in Argontina are looking helplessly
to an unsympathetic Governumeat. On
the other hand, In Palestine thare are
500,000 Jewa Hving huppy, creative and
wignificant lives.

In every other country of the worki
when Jews were attacked they fled,

o except i the apl bl o the War

w ~hetto. Bul In Pulestine the Jews

ngnz 5ot I cetcnse . thels lives bt
their st to magmata

Thir xplcita in the African campaign

every
awhats aa, are 4x they should be, the
Uie local cultun. and ta.

Ol i i the g renta o any sthac

country. [n Palestine sione they bave
the ancient Hebraic tradi-

The p'nplr\y d the 7,000,000 Jews of

Europe, destroyed tn Germaay, Ausiria,
Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Poiand, Ru-
mane, etc., by the Nazia la conserva:
vy eaimated 30 b, Ars s
aurvivors entitled 1o no .
even 3 per cent? The lumbvr of Jews)

pe--
000; Ireland or Switzorland, 4m,ou
Finland or Denmark, 3,800,000, and
Nm.y.:m,m Timagise, If you can,
destruction of the total popula
Hon of any of these countries. How!

memo- | Jews killed tn

randum
nization ought to be trled in the first | popul

tory has set the Argeutine settie mm t

mankind would be shocked! What
Internationa) efforta o Atone and
pensate! The Jews lost relativaly more
than any other ‘worl
And even ubslutely the pumber of
this war was ex
oaly by the fossea of Russla out of &
iation of 160,000,000 ard of Ching
with 400,000,000,

Loan Held Just
The nations of the world did nol
avert the murder of these millions of

Jowa Let them mave the S
nant. An uterational repa Joan
for the Jewn by the United Nations O
ganization to frrigate frag should e

finance Mr, Hoover's pro.

e polsts out that large-
scale migration | not & new. P
His propossi mignt conatitute the
model migVation of nistory. It would b
a solution of the Palestine question by
engineering onghet, 1t
offers & method of settiement with both,

Arab'countrics are regarded as
n unit, ss the Pan-Arab Lesgue us-

Ohto, fowa and Oregon, They aban-
doned poor soll aad acquired fertile
land. Mr. Hoover's propossl shows &
iacgs cancoption in socit
Me. Hi
uisicrie Beitas rocors o8 Passtin
ine Peace Hand Book on Palestine,

published by the British Foreign Of-
fice in 1630, gves & fong series oz Bril-
|1

was “aaxivus abuut the hopes and des-
niea of the Jewlah people. Everytaing

- |sewms Fight for the return o Pales-

tine” Lord Paimeraton, the Foreigu
Socretary who received this mamucsa-
dum, found no Jewiun organization
capatie of mundiing the matier. Tne
sbattesbury proposal becaine tae Brit-
. otficial poley of protecting. e
Jews i the Kas

i Briah poliy on the settement of
Jews in Palestine has changed in re-
ceat yeurs, it aisy be due to & concern

the ‘Aab ol concessions. How-
ever, pre-wa: appessement of the

Arabs proved a tragic e o
Arabs were eithar sulienly neutsal of
attempted to betray the democrucles
oil

question bot by continuing mistakingly
to appease the Arebs Lul by interns-
tional law. The British and American
Governaients should, under the UNO.
sponsor an lalernational court 1o pro-
tect investments abroad. Bankruptcies
&nd Gefeults on govermens bonds
should pe adjudicated by law, instead
of being unllateral decisions by deblors
Conflacation of investments el
diation of oil or mining con
Hocmid e briugh wihin the e e
proper ap, not he appease-
L b Giaat o up by

the Brittah but international lekal pro-
cedure.
New Approseh Urged

The Zionist organization aevar sdvo:
cated the transfer of Palestine Arabs
to frag of elsewhere.

When all the long-nccepted remadies

1 €0 fail, It Is time to cousider new
approaches. vers plan cer-
tinly represeniy 4 new approach
formulated by an unprejudiced mind
with broad exparience in vast engines
ing enterprises, in relief and rehabil

Mr. Hoover's statement comes at &
Lime when Jewry sesms (o huve been
deserted by most of its friends, and will
Sreatly encuurage Jews in their beliel
that the gTest leaders of the Christia,
world stand ready to offer them Justice.
Afr. Hoover's praposal 1a eadorsed by
the expert, Walter Clay Lowdermiix,
who. in his book on Palestine stat
“In (ba case of the Jews there i m
place except Palsatine where additional

SiTen e s onndatie of our vliion
conception an the basis of the de
mocracy for which e fight l.ndly uatu
death”

Ar, Hoover's proposal dessrves the
earncat study of the oew Anglo-Ameri
can Comnla

sion
ELSHA M. FUIEDMAN.

il
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(Hoover Iraq Plan 6pposed
Suggested Transfer of Anbl to Th&l
Country Is D:supproved

To THE EDITOR oF THE Nxw YoRK 'tnm:

Both Herbert Hoover and Elisha M.
Friedman, who approves his p;u: in
THE TIMES of Dec. 16, have langthy
arguments regarding the desirdbility
and engineering possibility of l'{nm—
ferring over a million Arabs m
Palestine to Iraq. In
Friedman never alluded to the c of
the matter—whether the. Pnlre'-:Xu
Arabs wish to be transferred to Ir;q
or not.

Is it n¢t high time for those who
volunteer to solve the Palestine ques+
tion to consider the wishes of two-
thirds of its- inhabitants? Palestine is
home to the Arabs. It has been home
to them for only thirteen centuries.
Millions of their bables were born on
Palestine’s holy soil and milliona of
their dead lie buried there.

his letter \Mr. '

The Haram Sanctuary, erected on :

the ancient Temple of Solomon, is
sacred to them. Over a hundred and
fifty thousand Christlan Arabs In
Palestine look with utmost reverence
to the birthplace of their Saviour, and
to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre.’
Olivet, Bethany, Nazareth and '/Galllee
are dear to these Christian Argba and
they cling to them for dear life,

-

It is not a question of financing and
of engineering; it is a humnni moral
and religious matter which ¢ ot be
viewed from mere technical considera-
tions. Matters affecting religion and
traditions in the Middle East lare ex-
ceedingly explosive and must be
handled with care. The mere calcula-
tions of engineering may lead to disas-
ter. Palestine is a Holy Land not only
to the Christian Arabs in Palestine but
to those in Syria, Lebanon, Egypt and
Iraq. Furthermore, it is a Hdly Land
| to 300,000,000 Moslems all gver the
| world.

Even though the Arab counlnes are
regarded as a unit, this is no excuse
for packing a million Arabs from
Palestine to Iraq in order to make
room for further Zionist 1mmng’rat|on
Granted that Jewish refugeest need to
be settled somewhere, i3 it the part df
wisdom and statesmanship toj unsettle
a million Arabs in order to settle Jew-
ish refugtes who could be accammodat-
ed in America, Europe and the Domin-
iong? :

Need we inflict an injustice on the
Arabs in order to do justice to Jewish
refugees, especially since the Arabs are
not responsible for that ' Injustice
against the Jews? Again lt. must be
made plain, that the whole 'Palestine
difficulty is one of ethics and justice
and not one of finance and engineering.

KHALIL TOTAH,
Executive Director, Institute of Arab-
American Affairs.

New York, Dec. 20, 1945.

=
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MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXZCUTIVE COMMLTTEE
= January 14, 1946

A epecial moeting of tho Executive Committoo ef the American Zionist
Emcrgoncy Council was held Monday afternopn, Jcmuary 14, at 3:00 o'cleck, at

542 Madison Avonuo, New York City.

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL

CONFIDENTIAL NO, 72)

STATF
Tho atatu
was formally cnnfirmud.

of Hr. Elishu Bon-Horin as a purmcmnnt momber of tho ataff

s

HIRBERT HOOVER

Mr, Bon-Horin reported on an intervie

lengthy and dotailed discussion,

w with Mr. Hoover which evoked a

ref2:97
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o Frsevers 2442, FKECUTIVE COMITIES MEETING
< /’ i £ S Z Jamary 14, 1946

N erenT—
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AN

REPORT OF
MR. DEF-HORIN'S INTERVIEY WITH MR, HOOVER

% G Gy

Mr. Ben-Horin stated that Mr. Hoover is very interested in the irrigation
1, f Irzq end the transfer of the Arabs from Palestine. While Mr. Ben-Horin
plan o 1

himself is very much in favor of the transfer, that was not the position of the
mse

Zionist movement.

He 2sked whether his statement was réceived favorably
by the Zionists of America, Several individuals lauded and praised him and
told him that they were in accord with his proposal - some Jewish, non—Jewish
and several Zionist qua.fters. In view of the present Zionist relations it would

be very harmful if the Zionists were to launch a program of transfer,

irs. Halprin felt that the entire question vas dynamite, and thot we should
do nothing on this cuestion without first consulting vith the Jewish Agency

representetive,

Mr. Bublick felt it would be dangerous for our cause to suggest the transfer
of the Arebs. The public will then say that i1f this is at the back of the minds
of the Zionists the Arabs are right. They will say that this has alweys been

the motive and that it shows the Jews cannot live together vith the Arabs,

Dr. Berkson agreed with Mr. Bublick, and felt that it would be a calamity
for the 2Zonist movement. ODr. Berkson felt, further, that if we showld adopt
the plan it should be made public. Hx It would be 2 complete disaster to denounce

something publicly and privately support it.

Rabbdi Eirshblum vas favorably inclined townrd's )y, Ben-Horin's plan.

'

Mr. Lipsky agreed with the prlan for the transfer of the Arabs, The projection

of this idea would be valuable to us. If there are other pveople like Hoover who are
interested in pushing this idea we should help them promote it. Mr. Hoover be-

lieves in this and stakes his reputation as an engineer on it.
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Minutes of Meeting at N.Y. Faculty Club - wuivu

[ Mlanerd, T7ve]

At the instance of Mr. Elisha Friedman, Mr. Fondiller
called together a group of engineers to discuss with them
the formation of a Committee to work with Mr. Herbert Hoover
along the lines of his proposal to solve the Palestine problem
by re-settling the Palestine Arabs in Iraq. This is along
the lines of the interview published in the World Telegram of
November 19,1945 with Mr. Herbert Hoover. Mr. Friedman was
called to Washington unexpectedly. Those attending the meet-
ing were:

Prof. B.A. Bakhmeteff,of Columbia

Col. J.R. Elyacha ntelligence Corps (Army)

M.[0. Heyman, Mecharical Engineer

Cugene Halmos, Consulting Engineer

Ben-Horin, Writer

William Fondiller, A.V.P. Bell Telephone Labs.

Philip Sporn,; Executive Vice Pres. American Gas & Elec.Co.
Lazarus White, President, Spencer, White, Prentis.

Mr. William Fondiller acted as Chairman.

Mr. Ben-Forin was called on to outline briefly the genesis
of tie project. .He described the interview which he and Mr.Friedman
lhad +ith Mr.Hoover in which the latter expres:~d & strong, humani-
tarian interest in the plau to irrigate several million acres of
land in Irag and traznsplant about a million Palestinian Arabs to
this improved land. Prof. Bakhmeteff slowed a striking grasp of
the problamand declared that the solu*ian of the matter of making
Palestir.. a Jewish Home was a serious internztional one, and he
as strongly in favor of Mr. Hoover's proposal. He ient on to cay

wa
thet he hzd no doubt that the engineeriig problem could be solved,
but that the major problem would be a political one.

Mr. White produced a mep of the wrsa in cuestion to indicate
where dame could probably be located on the Tigris and Euplmtes
rivers. Mr. White also felt that the political difficulties would be
vew substantisl. Ssme auesticns 7 ne to the attitude of
the Arcb leaders. Mr. Ben-Horin 2 ctions indicating

t un’er present conditions their ust Le co-
rative. :

ref2:112 ) V. m@pg’ﬂm :

March 65, 1948

Dear Dr. Silvers

I then brought them back to the aﬁg esdlon made to th
by Fondiller at the opening of the maethg:g that a mb-oonnﬂe.:in
mest with Herbert Hoover, who oould glve them a great deel
of information with regard to the qources whlch ho used in
studying the problem. Thin was agreed upon. Ths matter was
1aft in Fondillor's hands who will contaet Nr. Hoover
(Hoover ia out of town now and will ba back by the middle
of tha month). Tha sub-sommitten will prohably donslst of i
Fondiller, Profeasor Bakxhmetoff wnd 8porm.

This 18 23 far »s we wont yaatardny:. I cm meet
Colonoal "ljachar this wask and with Mr, Frisdman's r::grn
from Washington, ve may be able to formulate our next plans.

Very sinaerely yours,

EBH: RY

i Ben-~!
cet Mr. Harry L. Shapiro et Bn, HoEtn
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