: e
CONFIDENTIAL

INTERVIEW BETWEEN DR. WEIZMANN AND DR. D, SHIELS
: Held in a private room of House of

Commons on 4th March, at 6.
1930,

Dre Shiels then launched out into quite a different sub-
Jeet, by saying that some radlical solution must be found, and he
didnt't see why one should not really make Palestine a National
Home for the Jews and tell it frankly to the Arabs, pointing out
to them that in 7Transjordan and Mespotamia they had vast terri-
tories vhere they could develop their 1life amd civilisation
without let or hindrgnce, but that the Jews were entitled to work

in palestine unmolested, and that in the end it would be good for

all parties concerned,

ref1:128

Article in Week-End Review, London, 1 November 1930,

The Palestine White Paper
»
by Dr. Ch. Weizmann

No statesmanlike view of the duty of the Mandatory Power in
regard to both Jews and Arabs cculd ignore the fact that Transjordan
is legally part of Palestinej that is has a cultivable area equal to
that of Palestine; that it has a population of only 300,000} that in
racey language and culture its people are indistinguishable from the
Arabs of Western Palestinej that it is Beparated from Western Palestine
only by a narrow stream; that it has been established as an Arab
reserve, and that it would be Just as easy for landless Arabs or
cultivators from congested areas to migrate to Transjordan as to
migrate from one part of Western Palestine to another, J

ref1:136
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(LIS LOCUMINE TS TILG PROFIGEY OF LTS BRULANNLC MAJBSTY'S GOVERICAZNT) .

SBCROT.

COPY NO. / (

CARNLNET.

POLICY IN ePALLSTTNG,

MINMUTES ~f the Lhird Meeting held in the
Secretary sf Stele's Reoom al the Forelgn
Office, on ¥ridny, Decamber Hth, 1930,

abt 3.0 p.m. belween Membere of the (abinet
and Rapresentabives of Jewish Orgnanigationa.

Dide 08lBiteil geld ho had one finol end construckive
proposul to nuke. Lo wwked thet cousiderntion be given
to the develowaent of tho llegob; us well ws the country
east of the Jordan . “rans-Jordanic wun vroactionlly
an enpty counbry. 1t wos porhups vll-hly lurper in
cultiveble urca then the vepion west of the Jorden, Jeva
wore excluded from ITruns-Jordurit, Ihis wus in his opinion
i1llepel, and this positlon ves incdulssivblo under bthe
terns of the ‘lendete. 2rensjordunic ufforded u vuest
reverve for ceolonlzobion, und icr the trins-ni;retlon of
£radg froa the congestad aren Clo-Jordun to vucunt lendsg
in rrens-Jordenias 1o real efforbt in this directlon has

yob been nmude.

refl:137
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ref1:139 Minutes. Directorate of J.N.F. 29 April 1931
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refl:1490 - Lecture by Chaim Arlosoroff — May 1930

Z p01/15'}5/52 A 26th Decefnber. 1032, |

My dear Dr. We"i;maﬂn,.‘_

»

The lands in question are at present owned by Lffendis
most of whom are living in Syria and the Lebenon. There are
about twenty-seven villeges on these lands with a populntion
of about 1200 families. If these lands pass into our hands

_ 1t would be possible to transfer part of the people to other
lands and to meke arrangements with the remainder so ms to
re-distributs their sllotments once the drainage of the con-
cession area renders ordinary irrigation end intensive
egriclihture possible. -

ref 1:141 < WeE al
4 Letter. Arlosoroff to Weizmann CL ‘A,
SECRET. Note of Interview given to Dr.yelzmann
by the High Commissioner on 20th March, 1931,
11

Dr.7elzmann then referred to the guestion of the
development of Trans-Jordan. He believed thsat there wes
much to be done in that country and that the Amir Abdullah
could be persuaded to agree to the Development Cormmission
expending some of its funds on developing land in Tr ns—
Jordan for the settlement of Palestinian Arsbs. I told him
that that was quite out of the guestion at the present time,
The Trans-Jordenians were very narrow end provinciel in
thelir outlook. They regarded Pelestinian Arabs as
foreigners; end the feeling emong them was at present

80 strong on the subject that any suggestion for the

develdpmenb of Trans—Jordan for the benefit of Palestinien

settlers would be most inopportunec.

ref1:142




‘Was Dr. Weizmann Committed ?°

ref1:145 Jewish Chronicle — 13 August 1937

= 4 ‘ Evéning Standard, Tuesday, August 17; 1937
“The Admirals are After Me About
Haifa”—What Ormsby-Gore is alleged to

have told Weizmann -

From a° Speelal Correspondent

A REMARKABLE document, purporting to be u conlidential report by Dr.

. Chaim Weizmann, president of the Zionist Congress, of a conversation he
had with Mr. Ormsby-Gore, Secretary of State for the Colonies, has been
published in Lodon. o

) The document quotes Mr. Ormshy-Gore as having promised Important
modifications in the scheme for parlitioning Palestine by the
Koyal Commission who issued (heir report last month,

It alse i to Mr. O by-G the that “the

Admirals had been after him with regard to Haifa”—the port which,
under the Commission's schewme, will remain for a period under British
ini ion, but will be a part of the proposed new

x y
Jewish State.

Dr. Weizmann replied, the document says, that if the Rritish
Admiralty *tried to collar Flaifa we should make things extremely un-
ploasant for them at Geneva.”

Another remark attributed to Mr. Ormshy-Gore was that “his state-
ment in the House of Commons would be vague, and he expected he would
have a bad time.”

The document Is sald to be signed “Ch. W.,” and to be dated July 19,
19317,

[The proposals of the Palestine Commissioners were issued on July 7,
and Mr. Ormsby-Gore addressed the House of Commons on the proposals on
July 21.]

THE document is published jn London by

the “Jewish Chronicle,” which states
that it was produced by Mr. Meir Gross-
man, leader of the Jewish State Party, at a
secret session of the Zionist Congress in
Zurich when he delivered a slashing attack
on Dr. Weizmann,

ref1:146
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SUPARY VTR OF INTRVIAY WITH W, oneny GOMR, COLOTIAL
GFFICR, MFTAY, JUVIX 19th, 1937, at 10.45 mom.

Progonty The RightTon. W, Oyrnty Lors,
The Riglt me The Lord Pulforin,
s Che  Wolmmam.

(3) Teenstor of Arab populetdony 1 anid that the wiols
suentna of the gol ; ;

e dopended on whether thw Soverrmeys :
gamunoly did oy d4id not wish to cerry out thds reorerndation;
tho transfor oould M earrind ous only Yy the Pritiah
Gareryment, amd ok ly the Jemrm, I explained 1's reanons
Y7 ¥ eonsideored thiy proposnl of smeh impartanes, ke,
sty Gnem 2214 that he was Proposing to sat wp n
Comitias for the twafnld purpans (m) of findng 1and My
tro tranaferees (they hoped to fird lend in Trena jortan, nma
pra0idbly aleo in the Fegsy), mnd () of arranrins t1e rotml
trme of the transfor. [w nontioned the rame of Sir Jobn
Crmpball, wio had hod muoh arpariemes In eonnnetion with
trerafors of population botween Gresoo and Turkey, am
who Fowrr all about the ratter, M aprend that onee
Calilos wan piven ts the Jevrn, Aand ot the Hogovr, the

pesition rowld be very GUfimet without transfhr,
{1ordon,

ch.ﬂ. ‘
[39=7.87.

: ref1:158 Minutes - written by Weizmann
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Ben-Gurion. Diary Entry. 19 July 1937

ref 1:159
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Minutes - written by Ormsby-Gore @l}ﬁ \7‘

14th July;: ‘1937.

i l Daar Ormsby-Gors,

Ameng tiiess poials T will harws cite first thme vital
question of trensfor. The Propossd boundaries of tne Jewish

—

Strts are so narrow tiet the oolicy to bs pursusd es Tegards

tre: 13'&:‘ will e onm o2 t..u Primer: L.onnderzty.pqs deturminmg

‘the deais;on of. the Jewieh peo_gle Liwdulg thagg;grqp_g

vhat the intentions of HoM, Govemment are as’ ogdrdaipatd s

43 of Chapter XXII of the Repqrt (pags 391).

Yours s!:r{comly,

ref1:174
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_ 20th July, 1927,
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. n = __'_‘._w:l”_: oot L
The nght flons W. Ormsoy-Gore, P.C.,M.‘., i
Colonial Offics,

Downing . Street, S.W.]. ] o

émw Ty

I nave to thank You and Lord Dufferin for

sparing

s0 much time for our conversation yeoste rday.

efi'ect to this r‘ec(!mnendahon.. ,

I was reassured to flm‘iﬁthat’
}'y
you agree with me about the crucial impOrtanqe of - trfmsfe:L or

the sliccess of a partllt:.on scheme. = *
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ref1:176 Letter. Weizmann to Professor William Rappard
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elsl Moshe Shertok. Diary entry. 21 March 1939

MINUTES OF 1"_ ¥ HIRTY THIRD MEETING OF THE JEWISH AGENCY FOR
PALESTINE, HELD ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22nq

» 1939, at 77 GREAT
(RUSSELL STREET, LONDON, W.c, 1,

1d that he had ‘just heard that Taufiq
gry with Mp, Rutenberg because the
ek with certain suggestians,
degsement and ‘so .did Ali Maher. He
896 them in Egypt and in Paris, Suwaidy
leagues to greata a movement by which
0 ta .Irag, provided the Jews would "
qountry, " He (Dr,Waimann) did not o
erg had done ‘any harm by what he had said,~

IPalegtini

help to develop
i'suggest that Ur.
‘on the contrary

dpghfz that Suwaidy was amenable to influenae

ref1:181

Monday, 4pril 10, 1939 |

Mr.Metrani theon left with
to the Hotel to meet Dr,
efly the substance of their
1d4i's readiness under

tion of a project for the I,

the intention of bringing Tewfiq Suweldi
Welzmann. Dr.Welzmann reported to me bri
conversation which related to Tewf1q Suwe
certain conditions to assist in the promo
aattlement of Palestinian Arabs

Irag. o
ref1:1s2  Dr.DovJoseph. Diary notes. 10 April 1939
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UTLLIAAL
«30 pf.

Pragent: Major C. Attlee,
Mre Tom Willionms,
Dr. Weizmann,
Mr. Shertel,
Mr. Locker,
Mr. Balstansky,

: Dr. VWeizmann then put the Zionist ocage quite brisfly.’ Taking
the Peel Report ag hisd starting point, he mentionai the tmo main points
which had ermorged from itt the idea of a Jewish Stats, and the idea of
& fransfer of populntions = All that had happened since the Peel Report
had only gone to strengthen those two argumonts. As a result of the war
the Jwish positionwas bound to become much worse; moraover, the idea
of transfor of populaticn ms bound to becone more accaphabls to men's
Mminds becanse tho getklsmen®: oventually to be raached could nok ba'ce the
form of moraly drawing new territorial frontiers. Clearly, populakisns
wonld have to be shifted, and the world wmuld becoms mors accns tomed to
thiaz idesn, Palestine could take some thras or Four miliiecn people -
not, of courss, ovarnight, but within a measuradle btime. We must tavz
some fLewwi torinl bagis there, and that would mean an imoroved Peel scheme,
oasibl B vlestine wesk of the Jordan, with some 4ransfar of a part at
leasb of the Arab population. The whole thing should he lin':ed up ¥Ath
8922 kind of Federakion of the neighbouring Arab 3iates,

Major Attlee nodded .assent when transfar of popnlaiion was men-

tiyned,
ref 1:188
London, M.8
1.12.39, bt
SECRET

—————— -

NOTE OF MEETING HELD AT NEW COURT, ST. SWITHIN'S LANE,
SEPTEMBER THE 9th, 1941, at 2.30 p.m.

i

.C., ON TUESDAY,

DR. WEIZMANN said that they had not yet come to this problen After
all, the matter would have to be discussed with British and American states-
men. IHe had been asked the same question by Lord Moyne, and had replied
that he personally would acoept the Royal Commission's report without "the
line". That meant that the boundary would be the Jordan. The question of
boundaries also raised the question of transfer of population. Such trans-
fer might, of course, be entirely voluntary. If, for instance, they could
transfer those Arab tenants who owned no land of their own (he believed there
wora about 120,000 of them) they would be abls to settle in their stead about
half a million Jews. He thought that the question of boundaries should not
be raised at this stage.

ref1:195
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Presect: Dre Heizzarn, ¥rs. Dugdale, Prolessacr mz:.ia‘.
; Er. Locker, ¥r. Linton.
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“m;md whether it was Dr. Viulzmann!
opinicn the* the only aolu‘-lon hy in esiine. On his rsplying in the .
afrirzatize, M. U« siy said thers would have to be an exchanzs of popula-
ticns. Dra Weir—arn said that 17 half a million Arabs could be trarcsferred,
two millicn Jews could te put ir their place. That, of course, would be j
2 first instalzent; what =might hapren artarmards was a matter for history- o
¥, ¥aisky's comment was that t“_zy in Russia had also had to deal with ex- .
changes of population. Dr. Weirmam sald that the distances they had to -
deal with in Palestins would be smaller: they would be transferring the
“Arabs ozly into Irmg or Trazsjcrdan. M. Eaisky asked whether scms dIfft
culties =icht not arise iz transferring a hill-country populaticn to the
plains, and Dr. Weizmenn replied that a begiming might be rmade with the
irabs frco the Jordan'Valley; but amyhow conditions in Tranajordan were .
not 20 very. ...Lx‘rercn‘ !"‘:m tno:u of "‘xe Pu_es"i.':o hill-cocuntry.

7
4
o

ref 1:191 Weizmann’s version of meeting with Maisky given at Jewish Agency Meeting in London

Meeting: LM. Maiskii — Ch. Weizmann
(London, 3 February 1941)

DIARY: AVP RF, F.017A, OP.1, P.2, D.§, LL.17-19

A few days ago I had an unexpected visitor: the well-known Zionist leader Dr.
Weizmann. He is a tall, elderly, elegantly dressed gentleman with a pale yellow
tinge to his skin and a large bald patch on his head. His face is very wrinkled
and marked with some dark patches. His nose is aquiline and his speech calm
and slow. He speaks excellent Russian, although he left Russu forty-five years
i ago.

—

And then, taking all these circumstances into account, Weizmann worriedly
asked: “‘What has a British victory to offer the Jews?' Having asked the question,
he came to some uncomfortable conclusions. For the only ‘plan’ which
Weizmann can think of to save central European Jewry (and in the first place
Polish Jewry) is this: to move a million Arabs who are now in Palestine to Iraq,
and to settle four or five million Jews from Poland and other countries on the
land where these Arabs were. The British are hardly likely to agree to this. And
if they don't agree, what happens next? X

I expressed some surprise about how Weizmann hoped to settle five million
Jews on territory occupied by one million Arabs.

‘Oh, don't worry’, Weizmann burst out laughing. ‘“The Arab is often called
the son of the desert. It would be truer to call him the father of the desert. His
laziness and primitivism turn a flourishing garden into a desert. Give me the
land occupied by a million Arabs, and I will easily settle five times that number
of Jews on it.’

Weizmann shook his head sadly and concluded: ‘The only thing is, how do -
we obtain that land?'

ref1:192 Maisky’s version of meeting with Weizmann — from Maisky’s diary
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Die Judenfrage

socialistische Judenstaat.

Von

Ben Elleser.

Bern
Verlag von Steiger & Cie.
1808,

. , .dort, wo'die
Bevolkerung eine gemischte ist, soll eine-friedliche
Vélkerwanderung und eine nationale Verteilung des
Territoriums vorgenommen werden. Den Juden soll
das sehr diinn bevolkerte Palistina, wo -die Juden
Jjotzt schon 10 Prozent der Bevilkerung ausmachen,
abgetreten werden. Die Juden bilden eine Allianz mit
den unterjochten Volkern der Tiirkei und streben die
gerechte Zerteilung dieses Eroberungsreiches an.

Pamphlet by "Ben-Elieser" - pseud. for Nachman Syrkin
ref 1:208
212y i, N g, R

Herrn

kigen, in otwas waiter entlegenen Gegenden, wie in der Umgegend
P S i 7 H F . e §

>Tvcn.uoma;'A1appo.§;q‘ Orundatﬁckéjzufkaufen,'d;e_untur gungtige

Wir nermen . eine

‘parallele arabigsche Kelonisation in Ausgicht, d.ns wir beabsich

Bedingungen an pnl&ptinominohu Fnllnohén, ‘ die duroh unsre hLuufe

"geachadigﬁ werden, ' verkauft werden kénnen,

ref1:209  Letter. Arthur Ruppin to Victor Jacobson. 12 May 1914
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— RUNDSCHAU - |
ALLGEMEINE JUEDISCHE ZEITUNG
umner 28 | Berlin, den 12, Juli 1912 — 27. Tiammus 5672 | xvin. janegang

v i4 “1.8uls

-Unsere Paliistinapolitik
Referat von “L. Motzkin, gehallen auf dem

Delegierteitlage der deutschen Zionisten,

Ucherhaupt unterlicgt es keinem Zweifel, dall es
eine der schwicrigsten Aufgaben sein wird, die Araber
an den Gedanken zu gewdéhnen, daBi Palistina el
jilisclies Land - Ercz Israel ist, aber crleichtert wird
dic Aufgabe durch die Tatsache, dal} ringsherum um
Palistina unermeBliche Lindereien vorlianden sind,
nach denen ‘dic Araber mittels der von den Juden
erlanglen Summen ‘mit Leichtigkeit und zum elgenen
Vorleil weilterriicken kénnen.  Zichen wir stels bei
der Betrachtung dieser Dinge nicht allein Palistina,
sondern Palistina und Syrien in Betracht, so [l
sich fiir unscre Kolonisicrung Palistinas einn Prozel)
denken, bei dem beide Parleien, Juden  wie Araber,
cinander gewallige ‘Aequivalente —- die einen hislo-
rische, die anderen wirtschaftliche — zu gewihren
vermégen,

ref 1:217 Lecture by Leo Motzkin. 12 July 1912
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ref 1:218 Translation of Paper by Motzkin. Late 1918
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