
  

Chapter 29 

BLOWING SHOFAR NOT ON ROSH HASHANAH 

On each day of Rosh Hashanah, it is customary to blow 100 sounds on the 

Shofar. The question is what is the total number of sounds blown on the 

shofar during the remainder of the year? 

Almost all Shofar blowing is done during the month of Elul. During this 

month, one blows four notes every weekday during this month with the 

exception of Erev Rosh Hashanah. Every year, the number of days of 

blowing during Elul is identical, namely 24 days. With four notes blown 

each day the number will be 96 notes. It is also customary to blow at the 

end of Yom Kippur, and the custom in Eretz Yisrael is to blow four notes, 

thus making a total of 100 notes, the same number as each day of Rosh 

Hashanah. 

Whilst I was one of the Mitnachalei Hebron in the late 1960s, a photograph 

of me blowing the shofar in the Cave of Machpelah was taken, and this 

appeared in the Israeli newspaper “Hatzofeh”. I must admit that at that 

period I was unable to blow the shofar and the photograph just gave the 

“impression” that I was blowing it! 

During part of the 1970s, I was on shlichut at the Jewish High School in 

Liverpool. I think it was my mother who then bought me a shofar and I 

learned to blow it. On one occasion, this came in very useful. I would daven 

on Rosh Hashanah in the Childwall Synagogue, and as with many shuls in 

the world, due to the extra-large number of worshippers on these days, 

there was an additional minyan in the Communal Hall. In order that the 

worshippers in this additional minyan should also have a sermon, the Rabbi 

of that Shul delivered them the sermon. Because he obviously gave a long 

sermon, the main minyan in the shul did not wait for him to return to the 

main shul, but blew the shofar before he returned, thus causing him to miss 

the shofar blowing before Musaf. Needless to say, he was extremely angry 

that they had not waited for him. I had my shofar with me, and after the 

service blew for him the 30 notes he had missed. On that occasion, my 

blowing went very well, that those who were still in the shul said that my 

blowing was better than that that had been blown in the shul! 

 



A few years later I was back living in Kiryat Arba - Hebron and I was asked 

to blow the Shofar in the Cave of Machpelah.  Even with the best shofar 

blowers, it sometimes happens on Rosh Hashanah that one is unable to 

blow. This happened to me on the then first day of Rosh Hashanah, and 

after blowing a few notes, I therefore asked someone else to continue. 

I will now write about blowing the shofar each weekday morning during 

the month of Elul. My best shofar I would reserve for Rosh Hashanah, and 

would use a less good one during Elul. On some days the blowing was 

excellent and on other days I had trouble blowing and the notes were far 

from perfect, although probably kosher even for Rosh Hashanah. 

Blowing the Shofar during Elul is only very briefly mentioned in the 

Shulchan Aruch, yet there is a very large amount of material on this subject 

in the Rabbinic literature.  

I accordingly decided I would research in detail this Elul blowing. Various 

reasons such as stirring up the people for Teshuva are given for this 

blowing. However, I personally would have thought that the major reason 

was to give the Shofar blower practice, so that by Rosh Hashanah he would 

have had sufficient practice in blowing. But strangely, this reason hardly 

appears in the Rabbinic literature. 

Before the period of the Internet, when performing research, I would have 

to travel almost every week to the Israel National Library in Jerusalem to 

do my research. At a later date, there was the Internet and there was a very 

important source to obtain relevant material, namely the website 

HEBREWBOOKS, which now has over 60,000 books which one can print 

from freely without any cost or limitation. One can even order via them 

reprints of rare books at a very reasonable price, and they come beautifully 

bound in a soft cover. The postage can be even more than the cost of the 

book! 

Having access to HEBREWBOOKS on my computer was crucial when I 

did this research for this paper. The reason was that it was the period of 

corona, and I (and also my wife) were very strict on not leaving our house, 

or at a maximum, just going for short walks in the area of our house. It 

reached the stage where we had had our first “chisun” for corona and I was 

counting the days until I could safely leave the house. However, the 

Almighty had different plans, and just over a week after this chisun, I felt 

very unwell, and my doctor ordered an ambulance to take me to Shaarei 



Tzedek hospital in Jerusalem, where they diagnosed me with corona. After 

about five days, they returned me to my house by ambulance. 

Now for the details of how I prepared this paper on Shofer blowing in Elul. 

As I have already written, I had to do my research exclusively in front of 

my computer. Almost all the material I required I found on 

HEBREWBOOKS with a few items on other sources on the internet, and 

in addition, in some books in my house. 

However, there were still a few items which were not accessible. I therefore 

looked on the online catalogue of the Israel National Library and saw they 

had two books which I required. One of the members of staff at the 

catalogue department of this library, Rabbi Yoseph Leichter, lives in Kiryat 

Arba and I telephoned him and asked if he could photocopy these 

references, which he immediately obliged.  

There is also an excellent Torah Library in Yeshivat Nir in Kiryat Arba (a 

library which I started when I was in Mitnachalei Hebron). It happened that 

at this period, serious renovations were going on at this Yeshiva (which 

needless to say, the occurrence of corona is delaying these renovations), 

and as a result the books in their library are almost inaccessible, although 

the Bar-Ilan “Shut Project” of responsa which is on their computer is 

accessible. One their Avraichim, Rabbi Eliahu Amno, looked up one these 

responsa and made a photocopy of it for me. In addition, the Kiryat Arba 

Municipal Library, is adjacent to my house and the staff there loaned me a 

book which is in this library. 

I personally have a collection of detailed calendars brought out by various 

groups and these give usually under the date of the first of Elul, the custom 

of that group regarding the blowing of the shofar. These calendars include 

amongst others, “Luach Tukachinski”, Luach Davar b’Ito, and Luach Belz, 

and these are quoted in the paper.  

I mentioned above that there are cases where even the most expert shofar 

blowers are unable to blow on Rosh Hashanah. Rabbi Eliahu Ben-Pinchas 

who lives in Kiryat Arba, and originally came from Kfar Pines in Israel, 

related to me that it was in the 1940s that on Rosh Hashanah the expert 

Shofar blower at their minyan was unable to blow even one note, nor were 

the other worshippers. Fortunately, there was teenager there who 

succeeded in blowing. 

Another case was reported by Rabbi Aharon Steinman zt’l. It occurred 

during the Second World War whilst he was located in a small place in 



Switzerland. Neither the expert Shofar blower, nor any of the worshippers 

were unable to blow. They just managed to blow a few notes and Rabbi 

Steinman was doubtful whether they observed the mitzvah. 

One does not blow the shofar on the last day of Elul, in order to make a 

separation between the customary blowing during Elul and the obligatory 

blowing on Rosh Hashanah. But what happens when Rosh Hashanah 

occurs on Shabbat and therefore, even if one blew on the Friday erev Rosh 

Hashanah there would be a day’s break of blowing before the second day 

of Rosh Hashanah? The Rabbinic literature states that one still does not 

blow on the Friday, since although one does not blow on Shabbat one says 

“Zichron Teruah”. Despite this, the “Singers Prayer Book” the siddur used 

in England and authorised by the then Chief Rabbi of England, Rabbi 

Natan Adler, and also the siddur authorised by the late Chief Rabbi Yoseph 

Hertz, state that when erev Rosh Hashanah occurs on Friday one does 

blow. I searched and searched but could find no source for such a 

statement. I therefore sent a question up to Wikipedia Reference Desk. I 

only received one answer but unfortunately it in no way answered this 

question. 

My paper was divided into three sections. The first discussed in detail the 

various reasons put forward for blowing on Rosh Chodesh Elul, or 

alternatively, during the entire month of Elul; the second described the 

various Sephardi customs for blowing at least during Elul, but unlike the 

Ashkenazim, the blowing takes place during the recitation of Selichot 

which Sephardim recite at least throughout the month of Elul, rather than 

at the end of Shacharit; the third discussed a number of subjects connected 

with this Elul blowing, and these included, whether one has to have a 

kosher shofar during Elul; hearing the shofar via a telephone; whether or 

not  a child under Barmitzvah age can blow in a Shul minyan; whether or 

not one recites a berachah on this Elul blowing; whether this blowing is 

limited to a Shul minyan or does a person davening individually also have 

to blow; if one is in the middle of one’s davening can one stop to listen to 

the shofar. 

Regarding the blowing of the Shofar by a child during Elul, Rabbi Yaacov 

Blau of Kiryat Arba informed me that from the time he was about 6 years 

old he learned to blow the shofar, and during Elul he would run from 

minyan to minyan to blow. He is indeed an expert shofar blower. 

I also discussed whether one should only blow until Rosh Hashanah or 

alternatively until Yom Kippur, or even to Hoshana Raba. Another point I 



wrote about was those who blow in the evening during Elul, when should 

they blow on Motzaei Shabbat during Elul, and whether the same criterion 

apply as for the blowing at the end of Yom Kippur. 

An unusual paper I came across during this research was entitled “Hilchos 

Monkeys” and the author gave examples of using monkeys to perform 

certain mitzvot. (Monkeys are indeed used to assist people with, for 

example, paralysis.) In his list, he did not specifically mention a monkey 

blowing the Shofar during Elul, although he did include Rabbi Hershel 

Schechter’s comment that a monkey could read the ketuvah under the 

chuppah! Maybe, although it may well be difficult to teach a monkey to 

blow a shevarim and a teruah, it might be possible for the monkey to blow 

a tekiah, and a human would blow the other notes! Even on Rosh 

Hashanah, one man could blow the tekiah and other people could blow the 

other notes. 

In order to get a historical perspective of when various Rabbis quoted in 

this paper had lived, where the information was known, I added the period 

in which they lived and also their location. 

After having written the first draft of the paper, as with all my other papers, 

I printed it out, and then carefully checked it word by word, line by line. I 

then then had a person who is proficient in the details of the Hebrew 

language to edit the paper. 

I should mention that this paper is considerably longer than most of the 

other papers I have written. The number of references/footnotes is about 

250 which is about twice as many as my other papers. 

As with my other papers, I photocopied the relevant parts of my source 

material and attached it to the end of the paper. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

Chart showing whether one blows shofar just on Rosh Chodesh Elul or during entire month 



 

Checking the numbering of the footnotes 



 

Sample page of first draft 

 


