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avodah@aishdas.org

Odd bar-mitzvah custom in Selish ;a 1923
Joel C. Salomon

This came up a few years ago when | was talking to my grandfather 2"l
about his childhood in Selish (AKA Seylesh, now Vynohradiv, Ukraine),
He was an orphan - his father died in WWI - and therafore had his
bar-mitzvah at age 12. He apparently was given to believe this was the
rule for yesomim.

| have a *theory® about the possible source for such a "rule®, but does
anyone here have actual knowledge of why such practice existed? (I'm
aware there's no actual halachik basis, of course.)

~Joel
Zev Sero

There exists a minhag that a yosom starts putting on tefillin a full year
before his bar mitzvah, rather than merely a few weeks or months. But
to consider him bar mitzvah from 12 is surely wrong, and | can't believe
there was ever such a minhag anywhere,

Zuv Sero The trouble with socialism is that you
zev al saro.name eventually run out of other psople?s money
- Margarol Thatcher

Joel C, Salomon

Puost by Zov Sero
Pos! by Joel C. Saloman
This came up a fow years ago when | was talking 1o my grandfather 27
about iz childhood in Selish (AKA Saeylesh, now Vynohradiv, Ukraing).
He was an ofphan ~ his father died in WWi — and therefore had his
bas-mitzvah ot age 12. He apparenily was given to believe this was the
e for yesomim,

<<snip>>

Pust by Zev Serp

There exists a minhag that a yosom starls puting on tafiflin & full year
before his bar mitzvah, rather than merely & few weeks or months, But
to consider hem bar mitzvah from 12 is surely wrong, and | can't balisve
there was ever such 2 minhag anywhers.

| had not heard of such a minhag, but that is interesting. Do you know
of a reason for the minhag?

My grandfather's memaory was that he was lold, “a yossom has his bar
mitzvah at age 12". This could just mean that he was to put on tefillin

(per the minhag Zev mentioned). He passed away a few months back so |
cannot ask a more specific question.

--Chesky
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THE YIDDISH BOOK CENTER'S
Wealer Ol y Prigie

A wrowing eallection of i depth inlesviews with people of all ngges and backrounis, whose stories shout the legacy and changing sature of Yiddish langunge and
Ellture offer u rich and complex cheonicls of Jewish identity

A Bar Mitzvah at Age Twelve

Wateh now:

' A Bar Mitzvah at Age Twelve
\

. >
Lull Ol bistory Lnterview uE

* Faul Kaye - Navy veteran and officer on the Haganaby ship Hazikvals « explans that, becasise he last has fither at a younyg age, e win conaldered as orphan and
Bocame » bar mitevah a1 the age of welve

Thin inderview wax conductod in Enplish
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Message: 4
From: David Havin
Date: Sat, 20 May 2017 19:14:00 +1000

Subject: [Avodah] Bar Mitzvah at the Age of 12

My maternal grandiather, who lived in Lithuania until his late teens, told
me on & number of occasions that he celebrated his bar mitzvah when he was
12 years old, as his father had died and he waa considered to be an orphan.

Some years ago I reczlled this and decided to learn more about the custom,
but each of the rabbis I asked had never heard of it. Recently, howsver, I
was re-reading A Tzadik in OQur Time: The Life of Reb Aryeh Levin and, at
page 35, he recounts that he attended & bar mitzvsh of an orphan in
Jerusalem on his 12th birthday.

Dpes anyone know anything of this custom?

—————————————— next Part ~—=——meee———

An HTML attachment was =scrubbed...

URL: <http://lists.sishdas.org/pipermail/avodah-a
ishdas.org/attachments/20170520/25712ddE /attachmens .html>

Message: 8§
From: Zev Sero
Date: Sun, 21 May 2017 02:08:28 -0400

Subject: Re: [Avodah] Bar Mitzvah at the Age of 12

There is, of course, no such custom of becoming a bar mitzvah early.
But it was a common pustom that a child with no father would begin
putting on tefillin a full year befors his bar mitzvah, rather than a
few weeks or months as is the usual custom. See Aruch Hashulchan 37:4,
who says this is "murgsl befi hahamon”, but he knows of no reason for
it, =nd disapproves of ir,

See: :Ln://hehrewbooks.org/pdfpager.asgx?req—374&:pgnum-295

Zev Sero May 2017, with its *nine* days of Chanukakh,
2...@sero,name be a brilliant year for us 3ll
http: 5/v35n065.sh
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A tzaddik

in our time

the life of Rabbi Aryeh Levin

translated from the Hebrew,
revised and expanded by Charley Wengrov

Foreword by the Chief Rabbi of the United Kingdom
Introduction by Chaim Herzog

FELDHEIM PUBLISHERS
"5 Jeramlem o New York

' in honor of the mother

When a certain orphan boy became bar-mitzvah (on his twelfth birth-
day rather than his thirteenth, because he was an orphan), Reb Aryeh
went to the family’s celebration of the happy event. He had known the
boy’s late father and grandfather, both very learned and pious Jews. So
there he sat amidst the family, radiating and sharing the joy he felt, as
he reminisced genially about the boy’s father and grandfather. The mem-
bers of the family were honored and warmed by his amiable and dis-
tinguished presence.

Having finished his talk and paid his respects, the good rabbi gave the
boy his blessing and left. Some fifteen minutes later, however, he was back.
“Reb Aryeh,” came the question, “why have you returned?”’

“Oh,” he replied, “on my way from here I learned that this boy’s
mother was the daughter of a fine scholar who wrote a noteworthy volume
of Torah learning. The boy deserves to be honored anew for the sake of
his mother’s father. So I have come back.” And his beaming face brought
fresh joy to the family group.
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