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The Jewish Dietary Laws

by Dayan Dr L Gronfeld

Volume Two

Dietary laws regarding plans and
vegetables;, with partcular reference
w the produce of the Holy Land

The Soncinu Fress London|Jerasalem! New York

The majority of the great Sages of

Lithuania, including such Geonim as Rabbis ]J. D. Soloveichik,
Naftali Tzebi Judah Berlin of Volozhin—known by the abbrevia-
tion of his name as haNatzib—David Karliner (Friedman),
Eliezer Gordon of Telsch, the FHassidie leader—Admor—of
Radzin,' Joseph Stern,? etc., publicly « pnosed the Hetter.

Among those in Western Europe who strongly

opposed the Hetser, was Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch who held
that the law of Shemittah applies as Torah law also in our time.?

2 He was a brother-in-law of the Natzib, and the author of the famous work Arukh
haShulhan, and another work called Arukh haShulhan leAtid dealing with the command-
ments connected with the soil of the Holy Land, and especially with Shemittah. In the last-
mentioned work, Vol. I, end of Chap. 5, he calls the Hetter haMekhirah an “insult to cur

Holy Torah and vur Holy Land”.

17 /00 Npn
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@ jewish world

news.com

Rabbi Levl Brackman « Tall Farkash « Url Orbach

Controversy

Tzohar's alternative kashrut apparatus
launched

Rabbinic organization’s Supervision Certificates
already distributed to many business, Tzohar
emphasize they do not wish to challenge the Chief
Rabbinate’s authority: "We only wan to help it by
implementing the decision its own Shmita committee
accepted.' How long will it last?

Kobi Nehshani
Published 10.30.07 14:03 ) |araal Jewig)) Scene
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<. jewish world

Rabbi Levl Brackman « Tall Farkash « Uri Orbach

~hmita wars  @hief Rabbinate ordains substitute
kashrut supervisors

Following High Court ruling, Chief Rabbinate
authorizes rabbis to grant kashrut certificates to
businesses which pncn“: heter m-‘-chlr‘ :cr-lhng

pe rmlt) TZ( har rabbis welcome decision, hope it 'will
make the altemative m'n atufar J in hnt
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Mail-Jewish Volume 34 Number 28

From: Elazar M Teitz <remt@...>
Date: Sun, 11 Feb 2001 16:32:38 +0000
Subject: Heter Mechira

The citaticn from HaRav Shlomo Aviner, regarding reliance on the heter
mechira (sale of Israsl to a non-Jew, te avoid the prohibitions of
shmitta) centains arguments which appear to be halachic, but are
actually arguments based on rhetoric and emotion rather than halachic
analysis.

Further, no one argues that a valid sale can be relied upon to avoid the
prohibitions of shmitta. The question is: how valid and how permitted
is the sale? There is no restriction, Biblical or rabbinic, to sell
chametz to & non-Jew. There is very clearly a Biblical prohibition
against selling land in Eretz Yisrael. Further, should the non-Jew who
has purchased the chametz come to the individual sellers to collect his
purchase, it would be forthcoming. Can one imagine a
non-Torah-observant landowner allowing the non-Jew to whom the rabbinate
sold his land allowing the purchaser to come and do as he pleases with
the land? Accordingly, the sale is not a true one, but what is known
halachically as asmachta (roughly, a matter agreed to in anticipation of
its never being realized), which renders the sale halachically inwvalid.

o it should be noted
that the bulk of the profit in agriculture is not the farmer's, but
those who handle it from the farm until it reaches the consumer -- all
of which is in Jewish hands, and thus aids the Jewish economy.
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The Blessing of the Shemittah
Year in our Time

Shiemittuh Year und the Israell Economy

Now, fet us consider she financial rmifications of Shemuwali in the State of Iseel In arder 10 keéep a balanced pergpective, we shall estmate the maximum
cost poasible to the lstacli econamy of keeping Shemittab (n 1991, ayricultoral production nmounted to 2 5% ol the GNP (73 Only 27% of that conslats of
areas that are severely hamperad by the laws of Shamittuh, | e griins. legusmes, and vegetables (3) 1f we weere to Jose these 0,67 of the GNP once every
seven years, this is equivalent so an anmunl loss of less than one tenth of 2 percent: And if Tsroeli agniculture was cur down 10 meet the needs of the locl
population atone, the odvisability of which was explained shove, then thin figure drogs to aboat 0.05% This means that i we nell the farmens to stop ull
activity in the aforementioned wreas during the Shemittah voar and ot enguge in say other work, amd we recompense ther for sl Incured losses. this would
incrense the government budget by $0 agorot for every 1000 shebels. Probably even this low cost need 0ot be incurred, 2 explained further on, but instead
the economy would profit and e 1ax burden could be reducai

The Torah coies to teverve for them, once every seven vears,  period for advinced study nnd Deosdening of horizons ' 1t 15 eavy to see how
commumity could benelit doubly by keeping the mitzvah of Steminab, no fesy than n:adudermc an.,gu“:’ it ot!m" gy "?':;" e ::nmlturd
: professonal couryes, abiut new developments b the asriculuraf field, could contribute greatly to improving efficency in the

::::T;:ﬂ markes Ad:noced T:hh:t':!ﬂv weukd broaden hofizons as well as improve and uplft the personality Such an influence would be felt on many
tevels including betrer worker relaticaships and higher motvation. [t is weil known that motivation and sansfi<tion are central factots i work groductivity
When 2 man knows the purpese of his fabor, he works maore efficiently (see llwﬂambmycﬁmwhcmpmm naes By 30% as o result of greater
artention to the workess, giving the feeling that their work was impartant) ( 13) Therefore. it 18 reasomable L0 assume that & vear of for farmers, even parnal,
would raise their productivity level, more than offsetting the unmediate bosses tataling lesa than 4% of the average sgricultural production based on the "
figeres above Thus, it would not be surprismg at all if kisging Shemittah would pay off econamicaily s well This way, the mitzvah of Shemituah \«:‘dd
salvaged togethes with the othes land-relgted mitzvom It is nateresting o nmlhllElA} udmcsb.ecme a profiv-makiog company when they stopped fying
on Shadbat Indeed, how tight were Chinzal when they wid “the words of the Rabbis bring wealth

Rav Yehudah (Leoj Levi. :
Professor of Electro-Optics £ Rector Emeritus,
Jerusalem College of Technology - Machon Lev

Rav Dr Genhon Metagey,
former Chief Scientist & Divector Generul of
lsraet Soence Ministry
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Last update - 16:41 04/12/2007
Finance Ministry announces budget surplus of NIS
7.7 billion for 2007

By Motti Bassok, Haaretz Correspondent, and Haaretz Service

Tags: Tax Authority, State Budget »»

The Finance Ministry published statistics Tuesday indicating that the government
has a budget surplus of NIS 7.7 billion for first 11 months of 2007, The reason for
the surplus was higher revenue than expected and low expenses. In the
corresponding period last year, the government budget's surplus stood only at
NIS 2.3 billion.
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o V.| Think Again
BN | By JONATHAN ROSENBLUM

Shmita is our
test of faith

A proper modern approach to shmita
observance would seek new agricultural
techniques that do not run afoul of the
Torah's requirement that the land lie fal-
low. And some leading figures in the
national-religious world have indeed
devoted themselves to that quest.
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news.com
Rabbl Levi Brackman + Tall Farkash + Uri Orbach
Sabbatical Shmita year: Jordan farmers to the rescue
Year Jordanian farmers to grow vegstables under Israsli

supervision for consumption of religious public
during sabbatical year

Ahuva Mamus
Fubliahad: 07, 1407, 10152 / larmel Jawssh Scene

Jordanian farmers will grow vegetables for israell consumption
under leraeli kashrut supervision next year, and thus help solve
the difficulties associated with the sabbatical year (shnat shmita)
ahead.
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AGRICULTURAL CROP AREAS, BY TYPE OF AGRICULTURAL FARM

Thousand dunams *2002 o'maT 9N
— Jewish lams oy oen|
o'pen o
oY N7 U 20 10
Non-Jewish (1hnn oawn o ame Totai
farms Othert 1) Moshavim | Kibbutzim and
colfective
moshawm
FIELD CROPS AT T
TOTAL 285.2 1247 5637 10779 20576 Y210
Wheat Kf gran 1611 351 463 2836 8are oEEy aen
Chick pass 53 ac 87 520 38 aann
Cumn on cob 11 5 484 528 oz OYn
Cuotion - 54 1248 0 172 N
Sunllowes b3 | 14 20t 438 LA ™WIon
Other 1155 135 2754 L3173 75 nx
RRIGATED 14 474 1223 4135 1.6 hir nhl
UNIRRIGATED 230 773 S 5534 1,486.0 b ITh
VEGETABLES, POTATOES AND MELONS QAYTNI ANTN 9N U
TOTAL 520 §0.5 323 2540 5391 a0
Tomaicas 1z 1.4 a1 58 35 neay
Sucumbers 125 a3 81 0os 184 oSN
Puypers 0 10 193 27 253 mana 59
Carots 62 14 1.1 89 128 mn
ry omons t2 24 124 158 A A w2 v
Sotatoes ‘ 181 w7 496 1272 NETH e
Watermaions 22 93 3s 6.5 1553 oM
Sugarmelons 33 LI 4 128 23 200 aun
Other 145 224 821 <§-) 1555 NN
UNCOVERED AREA 484 543 013 534 3610 73 Nnowa
HIGH COVERED AREA 40 22 ns - 1) 383 a2 102
PLANTATIONS g'yon
GRAND TOTAL tass 1769 2z 187.3 8424 T o
CITRUS - TOTAL as 520 2.5 435 133.7 Py N9
Shamouts (/) 157 134 35 Rs ‘e
Grapedruit 09 105 141 43 a1 mrous
Lamona o 3 135 23 173 oDy
Othar 23 244 s 233 2« N
PLANTATIONS, EXCL 1947 125.0 1T 1443 #58.7 - 17 110 XYY o'yon
CITRUS - TOTAL 200
Apgres 155 or 12s 122 552 Y¥ 'mon
Prachas 19 182 M “r s572 o'9079N
Tabie grapss 53 a7 M5 30 s oNn DY
Wire gracea 0s 15.7 n"ns 1na 34 ™~
Sanangs 09 04 Ta 154 28 mna
Cacay 00 10 50 138 238 onan
Dives an't
mgated is 108 M6 528 el
Umirngated 1374 as 43 T A "W
Avocado oz 52 122 Y} lagri="}
Margo .1 22 as 155 wn
Dt b ) 2T ez 1478 WIN
RRGATED 2.7 1682 e &76.0 VPYna
UNIRRIGATED 1518 TE 82 166.4 YW
FRUIT BEARING 1872 1634 7 7863 N9 WU
NON-BEARING 33 135 ns 855 " 'won X7
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