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Report in paper of our meeting with Kibbutz Golan.




HEBRON

— A Gity in Limbo

TWO YEARS AFTER ITS LIBERATION, HEBRON'REMAINS

AN ARAB RIDDLE WRAPPED IN A JEWISH ENIGMA.

An uncertain peace reigns
over the city, secured by what
one Knesset member recently
referred to as our “flirt” with
Arab Mayor Ali Ja’bari, Ja'bari
has indeed been “bought” but he
clearly has the best of the bar-
gain, The price for peace in
Hebron has been the continued
stats of the city as a Jordanian
backwater within a dynamic Jew-
ish state. The Israel Govern-
ment's tolerance of a small cadre
of Yeshiva 'students and their
families within the shadow of
the Military Governor’s com-
pound doesn’t deceive Sheikh Ja’
bari or his constituents. They
have every reason to believe that
Israel's presence in the Holy
Land’s second holiest city will
be a temporary one.

One need only look about the
commercial quarter of Hebron
to find confirmation of this view. |
True, the "Cairo National Bank”
has now become a building ma-
terials store, but the words “Heb-
ron, Jordan'' continue to stare

“brazenly from the signs above |

most of the tourist shops front-
ing the Cave of Machpela. In
those few cases where the word
“Jordan” has been painted over,
it has been done so casually that
the offending word is still visible.
Nowhere does the word ‘‘Israel”
appear,

The Arabs, who have had
Centuries to observe the ways of
the Middle East,have drawn the
obvious conclusion: the Israelis
are not prepared to stay. Hebron
is Arab and will remain Arab.
Strengthening  this conviction is
the fact that there has not been
the slightest move by Israel to-
ward the commercial or indust-
rial development of the city.
After two years, there is still
no Jewish restaurant, no Jewish
hotel, no Jewish shop and no
Jewish fa

all of Hebron.

“TAES”

S A
MOSQUE ABOVE MACHPELA
«+ .. the signs read “"Jordan"

~enpdiie first and only attempr
Sy Sy TIeWISH SErtten
"t6""5et dp. 3"Cdmmercial enter-
prise in Hebron ended in dis-
.aster. ~The "Arabs, to whom
“face” is such a vital factor in
political as well as personal re-
lations, - must have drawn im-
mense satisfaction from this.
If there was any further doubt
in their minds ahout the transi-
tory nature of Israel’s presence
in Hebron, the now famous kiosk
incident must have dispelled it
for all time.

Since there is no kosher res-
taurant in Hebron, the Jewish
settlers decided last August to
erect a kiosk outside the Cave
of Machpela to serve Jewish
tourists and Israeli visitors to
the site. The kiosk did a roar-
ing trade on its first day of
operation. On the second day,
the settlers had a hurried visit
from the Israel Military Gover-
nor, His message was brief and
to the point. The kiosk would
have to be taken' down - on the
spot. The settlers were in no

Efent

position to refuse - but/they
quite rightly drew the line at
di. ling the refresh
stand in broad daylight in full
view of the Arabs. The Mili-
tary Governor left. Within an
hour a jeep-load of soldiers drove
up and tore down the kiosk as
a crowd of Arabs. looked on.
Only the pressure of newspaper
publicity prevented the Military
Governor from expelling the set-
tlers responsible for the kiosk's
erection,

A government that will not
permit a Jewish kiosk to operate
in Hebron is certainly not going
to entertain more ambitious pro-
jécts. The projects and the set-
tler's needed to bring them alive
are there. But they will remain
on paper until Jerusalemchanges
its attitude.
£t

hind;

is a fact that several
d families, i

luding 10
States, have
ns_to settle -in
B 2 U

L8 G E,afact that a Company
for th’é‘ﬁevelupmen( of Judea
and Shomron has been organised
with a capital of;several million”
pounds; i

* It is a fact that scores of
entrepeneurs have besieged the
government _with requests to
open - :;(arier}/kv of businesses in
Hebron® including printing shops,
woodworking shops, diamond
cutting establishments, quarrying
works, restaurants and hotels.
The Israel Governmant’'s
answer to all this has been
silence. No better word describes
the Jewish atmosphere today in
Israel’s oldest city.
The government has bought
its peace in Hebron all right —
but it is the peace of the dead.
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