CAVE OF
MACHPELAH
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Outside the Cave of Machpelah
several months after the Six Day War.

Note the new sign listing all the limitations

Tt i
then applying to Jews! = — e
Jews were referred to just as “Visitors.” .
There was no longer a flag at the entrance. The stamp of the “Movement for the

Restoration of Rights to the Jews in
the Cave of Machpelah.”
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Letter of encouragement to me from Rabbi Zvi Yehudah Kook on ﬁgﬁtiﬁg l‘;or Jewish l’lghlsm |
the Cave of Machpelah.
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Letter of encouragement to me from David Ben-Gurion on fighting for Jewish rights in the
Cave of Machpelah.
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Cartoon in newspaper on fight over Israeli flag in Cave of Machpelah
on Yom Ha’atzmaut 1969.
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Small selection of my letters in

the various Israeli newspapers

on the fight for Jewish rights
in the Cave of Machpelah.
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A

FOREWORD

“And the almighty adopred Abraham of 3 Friend”

Koran™

To the Tourist, in general, to the pious visitar, and to the ]
student of history, architecture, or archueology, a visit t© Al
Khalil (Hebrow) affords various sights and associations  of
particular  interest.

AlKhalil, or fully *Kkatil, Ar-Rahman”, as the happy populsr
aame of this town of “extreme entiquity™: is traced to the above
cited text of the August Scripture.

The cave of Macphelah, wherein according to Biblical tradition,
ABRAHAM, other patriarchs and their wives, were buried, is
marked us a4 venerable sanctuary by the ancient imposing walls
surrounding the site of the sacred remains, and by the magnificent
Mosque (Fig. 1) and other architectural achievements within the
Sacred Enclosure.

fn the following pages and figures uare presented, in a
concise form, some of the main aspects of archaeological historical,
Avchitectural interest with which the Holy Enclosure and Buildings
are  associated.

THE CiTY

ALKhalil was in older time known as “Kitjah Arba”, the
stown of four”, from its position on four hills.

According to Biblical traditiop, it was built seven years
before Zoan (Tanis), the chisf town of Lower Egypt. We are
also told in “the Ol Testament” that the patriatch ABRAHAM
pitched his tents in ds vicinity, upon the land of Mamre the =~
Emorite, under the Oak, or “Terebinth’™ Trees.

It is interesting to note that “Nemra” s to this day the popular
name of adjacent locality where oak trees are abundant  and
it is within such Locality that the auncient site of ABRAHAM's
Camp is identified.

The adoption of the present Arabic Name SARKhalil”, may
be traced as far back as the Sth century A, H. the famous
traveller, Nasiti-Khusro, did not omit to observe that even in
his time the city passid under the dignified pame of “Mesh-had
wl-Kholil” meaning the shrine of the Friend”, in aecordance with
the Koranic tet cited in the foreword.

Comparatively small, as it is now, the town has continued.
as of old, to be surrounded with vineyards aad orchards, bedes
watered by several springs, and to show traces of the to tra
and industries which once flourished hiwjtn its walls.

From an Arab booklet on the history of the Cave of Machpelah.
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Initial letter from the lawyer Haetzni to Moshe Dayan demanding
the placing of chairs in the Cave of Machpelah.
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Le—t;er to lawyer Haetzni confirming the putting of benches in the Cave of Machpelah.

Praying in the
Cave of Machpelah.
October 1968.



