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To whom it may concern ‘ May, 1977

Rabbi Dr. Chaim Simons

Rabbi Simens was appeinted Director of Jewish Studies at
this School in Dec., 1971.. Although his previous experience of
teaching was very limited, he at once set to work to produce
syllabuses for our %50 Jewish pupils, who vary in age from eleven
to eighteen years and embrace a wide range of intelligence and
commitment to Judaism. These syllabuses were meticulous and
detailed, From the start, Rabbi Simons laid great emphasis on
audie-visual aids and pursued enquiries as to available materials
from all possible sources. His list of these materials has been
consulted by other educational imstitutions in this country. He
has also made a poimt of visiting other schools so as to profit
frem their procedures.

He was mainly instrumental in promoting special syllabuses
and examinations in Religious Knowledge, at O-level with the Joint
Matriculation Beard of the Northern Universities, and for the
Certificate of Becondary Education. In respect of the latter, he
has been responsible for setting and marking the papers.

He has organized annual School events - Model Seder,
celebration of Purim, Yom Yerushalayim and many others. Under his
direction, pupils have produced magazines. On two occasions he
arranged and led parties of about twenty boys for 4-day 'seminars'
at a hostel. The programme involved shiurim, games and excursions
as well as the practical aspects of observing kashrut and ether
dinim in a non-jewish environment. He has also given assistance
with general School events such as athletics meetings.

Rabbi Simons has a keen analytical mind which enables him to
grasp rapidly complex organizational problems and to work out
solutions. He 1s energetic and can be relied upon to pursue his
objectives forcefully and with sustained drive.

Yours sincerely,

*/":',. o S

e PR s
Headmaster LyJ“H[{JQQ

THE KING BAYID schoal
o, VERPGOL, 15
%,

a.

Sty
~L0h e




m@tyn iy = 7 V 7703
Eé N5y 720 nawen

The Jerusalem Academy of Jewish Studies

Yeshivat Dvar Yerushalayim
20th July, 1977.

5th Av, 5737

Rabbi Dr. C.Simons,

80 Childwall Valley Road,
Childwall,

Liverpool 16,

England.

Dear Rabbi Dr. Simons,

I wisgh to thank you very mch indeed for sendimg me your articles and book
which are very impressive indeed.

W& would be interested, in principle, to have you here to =divect an
audio-visual aid centre integrated with our general programme to participate
in our teachers! training course, as well as to do other teaching here.
H&vever, we would not be able to finalise, and put forward any‘concrete
proposal without meeting. Please let us know when you are coming here.

Yours sincerely,

ol

Rabbi B. Horovitz *

Deane

BH/MD
Programs in English, Part-time and Kollel and Research Jerusalem Academy
Hebrew, Russian, Summer Courses; Department; Ulpan; Publications;
French and Spanish College Credits Offered Teacher-training Program Jewish Study Magazine :

r3shivah St., Geulah, Jerusalem * P.0.B. 5454 .7.n * Tel.: Office (02)288645 77pp * Students (02)227638 o2»77n5n '5v * m7bpi117 ,adIn




School?

The great education debate

Rabbi Dr. Chaim Simons was Director of Jewish Studies at
King David High Sd:oal from the end of 1971 until he went on
Aliyah a few weeks a

He has studied in Israeli Yeshivot. He holds the degrees of
Bachelor of Science — first class honours, Doctor of Philosophy
in chemistry from London University and the Bachelor of
Philosophy in educational technology from the Open Umvemty
" Rabbi Simons wus one of the Hebron settlers who lived in
the Hebron Military Compound between 1968 and 1971. He has
now returned to K?rynt Arbu-llchrnn.

lrl my interview with Mr. Chere is no substitute for having

e appeared (o look favourably on  one person directing throughout
lhu idea of a Middle School, al- ools, Different penyle have
thou, on ﬂ'.‘a"ﬂm" ;rwmdl he dllfzrenl ideas. Indeed, - ple
believed that, at present, it was not -can have different they
a viable proposition. W hat be correct, but lhl h:l
that “they have different ideas, is
disadvantageous to the pupils. We
also have a complete change

present  situation
Literpool, the, mioat crvclel age in
 chllds Tewssh education, Is Trom St for their Jenoh St
the start of Junior School right the age Of cleven. Tn secular sl
U thiee years of jecs this coud be an advaniage,
the High School Ater that stage, but as (ar as Jewish education i3
our pupils start specialisation and  concerned, it is a pity, and I feel
beccme concarned withtheir ex-  that there is no substitute for an
ternal examinations. It is, therefore, - overall  direction _throughout - the
most essential nm there  should 3855 of five to cightzen.
be 3 continuity in Jewsh cducation  ‘dre you happy with the cirrieu-

over these six or seven rs. It lum Ior the first few years of the
thus follows that for religious in- High School? 7
struction a Middle School is ideal, changes here that you might suggest

because otherwise there is going (o 10 your successor’
be a break at the critical age of  We are always experimenting in
eleven. syllabuses, Education must never be
We should note here that almost  static. It must always be dynamic,
without exception, all the Jewish We are continually IooHn for
pupls trom "t Primary new ‘ideas,  an Tewish
:nl:r the High School. We there-  Studies Department Ih:n hu bun
re, have a wonderful opportuaity . a recent im ot innovation in
nl avoiding such a break at the
age of cleven in religious education
by implementing the Foundation's
recommendation that my successor
should be given the D.mnmmp
of Jewish Studies over both
This e case with
David_schools, Manchester, where
the Director of Jewish Studies
looks " after the children’s education
from the ages of five to eighteen,

courses Ihey
have studied and suggestions for
any changes. We have found that
even pupils of the age of cleven,
have discussed such matters in
mature way,

What is your opinion of the
Barmitzvah and Eshet Chayil
aminations and cownﬂ Are lh:y
suitable for every

and_with Lceds which has one T belicve that n.u ot of the
& Primary and  fields in cticularly
excel. With: your' permbssion, can

1 mention here four ways in Which
we believe that this school leads
all other- Jewish ‘schools in this
country.

(1) The Barmitzvah and Eshet
Chayil course. Al the end of it
there s a searching examination,
and the standard scems to improve
year-by-year, This year there were

ools,
This is all very well, but should
there be a break in a child's Jew-
isheducation? Surely, you have got
every opportunity, o hand, to see
what goes on in the Primary
School, -and. there, therefore, should
be a natural flow in Jewish edu-
cation, even without a Middle

* Manchester, Leeds, Sheffield

A we all know, there has beea 3
in Arab

Harris Polak
interviews Rabbi
C. Simons
—_—_—

no fewer than twenty-four distinc-

tions attained by can didal

cen boys and eleven
S distinction, 3 pupil cannot
afford (o throw away many marks
in this examination.

(2) The' use of audio-visual
materials. We luve made a survey
of the materials which are avail-
able, and lhl best of them have

trips,
cassettes, models, and we find that
the wpds, wben lh:y actually feel,
hear, or thing, absorb the
kmwlzdgl i :npy it_more than
if lh:y simply le; the printed word.

- The Jewish oom, in
foct, whs, designed with his new
outlook " in _mind.

prior to_this Toom b:ml alehCh.
we were using

sinks for Koshering. chickens i tha
Eshet Chayil course, N

our own fa

and a di
e also have o

ities, with hot water
& e s e foom,
isplay cabinet, pia
‘material, and
lu:luuu o md. nd s et

In the  room Wn
dul neﬂ 'Illh this audio-visual in

ow
) The 4th and Sth Foruss, We -life, ?"" moun begia by kmwlnl

have I=\v|sh en:nukd O Level and
CSE. syl

tes
amination Buanh lndked nlhu
Jewish ::hnoll and institutions in

o B Slmost certata
that places in Lnndon would have
taken up (hu

In these examinations, the resulls

of our pupils have been gelting

Seter over th last fve years or s0,

mg{ Jist year §7% of al the Jewish

Is in

st in cither O Level or &4
(4) The 6th Form course on how

to_counier anti-Iscael propaganda.

written our o klet, which has
beu. distributed to the pupils, and
ome of our pupils wha left school
e Sl successfully
defending the Zionist cause on the
campuses. There has, in fact, been
a -large . demand l.mm various

lludem and other bodies for this_
Onl aI the criticisms levelled ‘at.

your department is that you lay fos

much_ stress

on religions :md:u, and not enough

wﬁ on Isragl,

. ‘have eourses from the Sth
orm

madern Jewish

the uulouun However, 1 f

it-"wo ony

lhexe anb;zcu in the First Form

since the pupils at that stage do not

have a sufficient. basis to- iy ap,

preciate them, Also, e of
subjects are far better e s

Iater year, because if they are taught

, by

e pupil reaches the Fifth
Yar, his interest in these subjects

will have waned. They should be a
novelty to the pupils and ought to
be taught at an age when they are
matore enough to understand - the
meaning of courses.

Is religious education an academic
subject?

It d how one defines
academic! It is not a secular wb~
jeet, but u is academic in the

e sens
that we are teaching facis. Religious
education Is also 1 sy of
o ey

eciate
Sy 'of lits anless one
el L e
28 scademic subject and 3 way of
i
What is your answer to pupil
apathy when ihey leave oot
Why hey _antiintittional?

are
Who is to blame
This is a factor_which does not
apply ﬂly o m- Jewish field, but
it also applies in the Christisn
world, In today’s society the en-
YiSonibenta) factics will BRdEe youns
anti-institutional,  anti-this,
anti-that.

But is the school powerless fo.

rectify this? Surely, the princi
reason_for a school s to

Judaism  tangible for the
Tewish youth? iy

tress throughout” the school

to_introduce

1t is really a question of relati
We must ask ourselves, what llli-
tude would the pupils take, - were,
there a Jewish school. How-
ever, it mml be remembered that
children ‘are only school for a few
hours a day, five days a ek,
mm~nm- only, The majori;
they ‘are ot 13 school

nd even within the school day
they are only for a very few hours
a week in what iight be ull=l U\e
Jewish Studies Framewor

* s virtually impossible that lh:y

will ot leave school apathetic,
taking into account the many alien
influences,

Could more time within the time-
table for  Jewish " Studies help in
any way

Obviously, more.time devoted to
Jewish Studies, especally from the
iy Vear npw.nﬁ would be bene.

w do you react to parental

rnlleum7
Can T make it clear that I have
always been happy to talk lo
parents, but T wish the parents
would come alon to talk to me.
There are always ﬁmsg parents who
,u along to meetin, g nmply m

because | is

miun Howevcr. when p
mmly arises for Gonatructige sotte
a parents' consultation even-
lor exlmple. !heu very same
pir:nu_'

hy’
comes back to the theme I
hv- been talking about — the en-
vironmeat, Maybe ' the 15 did
not Bave " the  opportunitics. which
their children are now getting, and,
therefore, they doy u( appreciate re-
ligious instruction. It is

to Flnpoinl an nx:cl ruwm but
o he are
apathetic, the children are gnml to
be apathetic.

Yet, when their child marries out,
they might blame the school, per-
hng‘} they wllldbltzm- u.mbdvu

w

not Nma them-
selves. blame the school,
lhey wﬂl I:Illm the hwhh Studies

ey will blame the, Rabbis,
ikey wil blame the Kosher Butchens:
They will blaoe everyone but them:
el

Jour view of Harold
Maun‘l 'x detrimental to meet
with nathth’l children outside
school, in a social_atmosphere]
problem really arises from
|b- fact this school is too big for
the community. Jewish children will"
meet non-Jewish friends in, school,
awd the inevitable sequel will be

Gem:
destruction of the Tem,

suidanc

yourselves.

To return finally to_thé

mara_says,

ure, 9

.Liverpool Jewish Gazette. 29 September 1978.
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Letters of thanks I wrote
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Letter of thanks I wrote to Childwall Synagogue.




Liverpool rabbi

bids farewell

From our Correspondent
Liverpool

Rabbi Dr Chaim Simons, director
of Jewish Studies at the Liverpool
King David High School sin¢e 1971,
has relinqulshed his post and has
left to settle in Kiryat Arba Heb-
ron, with is family.

Rabbi Simons will be setting up
and directing an audio-visual cen-
tre at the Jerusalem Academy for
Jewish Studies to produce mater-
ials for the teaching of Jewish
subjects.

At a.farewell kiddush held. after
the annual youth service last Shab-
bat at Childwall Synagogue, the
chairman,” Mr N.- N. Heller, mak-
ing a symbolic presentation to
Rabbi Simons, praised his work for
the youth minyan and paid tribute
to him for his work for the con-
gregation over the past few years.

ot

Jewish Chronicle. 28 July 1978



