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ANNEX 391.

BRITISH MANDATE FOR PALESTINE.

The Council of the League of Nations :

Whereas the Principal Allied Powers have agreed, for the purpose of giving
effect to the provisions of Article 22 of the Covenant of the League of Nations,
to entrust to a Mandatory selected by the said Powers the administration of the
territory of Palestine, which formerly belonged to the Turkish Empire, within
such boundaries as may be fixed by them; and

‘Whereas the Principal Allied Powers have also agreed that the Mandatory
should be responsible for putting into effect the declaration originally made on i
November 2nd, 1917, by the Government of His Britannic Majesty, and adopted f
by the said Powers, in favour of the establishment in Palestine of a national
home for the Jewish people, it being clearly understood that nothing should be i
done which might prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish ]
communities in Palestine, or the rights and political status enjoyed by Jews ‘
in any other country ; and

‘Whereas recognition has thereby been given to the historical connection
of the Jewish people with Palestine and to the grounds for reconstituting their
national home in that country ; and

‘Whereas the Principal Allied Powers have selected His Britannic Majesty
as the Mandatory for Palestine ; and

Whereas the mandate in respect of Palestine has been formulated in the
following terms and submitted to the Council of the League for approval ; and

‘Whereas His Britannic Majesty has accepted the mandate in respect of
Palestine and undertaken to exercise it on behalf of the League of Nations in
conformity with the following provisions ; and

Whereas by the afore-mentioned Article 22 (paragraph &), it is provided
that the degree of authority, control or administration to be exercised by the

Mandatory, not having been previously agreed upon by the Members of the
League, shall be explicitly defined by the Council of the League of Nations ;

Confirming the said mandate, defines its terms as follows :
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7 , , __ Unquestionably, however, the

- primary purpose of the Mandate, as expressed in its preamble
and iis articles, is to promote the establishment of the Jewish
National Home.

(5) Articles 4, 6 and 1x provide for the recognition of a Jewish
Agency ‘“as a public body for the purpose of advising and
co-operating with the Administration ’’ on matters affecting
Jewish interests. No such body is envisaged for dealing with
Arab interests.

48. But Palestine was different from the other ex-Turkish
provinces. It was, indeed, unique both as the Holy Land of
three world-religions and as the old historic homeland of the
Jeéws. The Arabs had lived in it for centuries, but they had
long ceased to rule it, and in view of its peculiar character they
could not now claim to possess it in the same way as they could
claim possession of Syria or ‘Iraq. T
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