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NOTE TO THE READER 

Needless to say, this book should not be taken as an endorsement for 

drug smuggling. It is a very serious crime. However, there have been a 

number of cases where highly respected people with good hearts, were 

asked to take a suit case to another country, which they were told 

contained, for example, clothes, but completely unknown to the carriers, 

drugs had been secreted in the suit case. This has often resulted in these 

innocent carriers finding themselves in jail and then being put on trial, 

often after several years of incarceration. Should, however, after a fair 

trial, a person be found guilty of knowingly smuggling drugs, that person 

should, unquestionably be punished accordingly. 
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Ronen Dvash, then a young Israeli in his early 30s, married and one young daughter, 

was arrested at Mumbai airport in June 2004, on suspicion of trying to smuggle drugs 

into India. Whether in fact this was the case, or he was just an innocent person 

carrying for someone as a favour a suitcase whose contents he was unaware of, is 

outside the scope of this book.   

What is relevant is that a person suspected of committing any crime is entitled as a 

basic human right to a speedy trial. Periodically, during the course of Ronen’s 

incarceration, he was taken to the courthouse, but instead of the judge arranging for a 

trial, he was repeatedly remanded. It is reported that instead of the judge listening to 

the details of his case, the judge kept dozing off!  

Meanwhile he was kept in the Mumbai Arthur Road Jail under the most inhumane and 

life threatening conditions, which were in complete violation of even a convicted 

prisoner’s most basic rights. In this jail there was a gross overcrowding; the food 

contained ants and stones; both the sanitary conditions and medical treatment could 

well be described as nonexistent, so much so, that prisoners regularly contracted life 

threatening diseases from which some died. All these above mentioned facts will be 

substantiated in the course of this book. 

It was in this jail, that Ronen contracted malaria and his life was in serious danger. His 

only salvation was to escape. This fact was also realised by highly respected Rabbis 

and Organisations who would try and assist him to achieve this objective. According to 

Ronen’s book “Escape from India” and his subsequent lectures, these included Rabbi 

Yitzchak Grossman of Migdal Haemek, the Rishon Lezion and former Chief Rabbi 

Ovadiah Yosef, and the Chabad and Habayit Hayehudi Organisations. 

A positive result of Ronen’s incarceration was that he went into jail as a “secular” Jew 

and came out as a Jew who despite the horrendous prison conditions observed as 

many mitzvot (Jewish religious precepts) as he could. 

The purposes of this book are: 

    1. To use the text of the book “Escape from India” in order to reconstruct details 

of Ronen’s escape journey from the JJ hospital in Mumbai (Bombay) until Ben 

Gurion Airport in Israel. To accomplish this aim, maps and various timetables and 

other information were utilised. The book often gave very sketchy details of 

Ronen’s escape route and it was therefore not always possible to reconstruct the 

precise route, and sometimes some guesses had to be made or several alternative 

routes put forward. It was also found that the times given for getting between 
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various places were sometimes incorrect, but this is understandable, since Ronen 

could not be expected to remember such details precisely. 

     2. To give detailed background information on the various places Ronen passed 

through, the various organisations he came in contact with, the different modes of 

transport he utilised, the Jewish religious practices he observed on his journey, and 

many more things. 

The method which will be used in this book will be to bring in italics brief quotes 

together with the page number from the book “Escape of India” (by Avigail Myzlik, 

English translation, second edition, 2009) and this will be followed by comments in 

normal print.  

This book is meticulously documented and where internet references are given, the 

prefix http:// is omitted. It should be pointed out that since this book is “an in depth 

study” and not an “advertising brochure”, as far as possible, the names of businesses, 

restaurants, hotels etc. have been intentionally omitted. Since the names of such 

places are often to be found on the various websites quoted, such names have been 

replaced by ***. 

Ronen’s escape was clearly hashgacha pratit (Divine providence) – a journey with 

miracle after miracle. There were so many opportunities on this long escape journey 

for Ronen to have been intercepted by the authorities and returned to the jail in 

Mumbai. But despite this, he succeeded in returning to Israel. 

Ronen’s escape from India began on Tuesday, 27 September 2005, at the JJ Hospital in 

Mumbai … 

************************************** 

[Because of his malaria, Ronen was taken to the JJ Hospital.] When we arrived at the hospital 

we went to the reception desk at the entrance. (p.319) 

There are a large number of hospitals, both governmental and private
1
, in Mumbai. 

Amongst them is the JJ Hospital, which is situated in a large campus near the 

Ramchandra Bhatt Marg (Babula Tank Road) and the Sir Jamshedjee Jejeebhoy Road 

in the Byculla area of South Mumbai.
2
  

It was in 1834, that Sir Robert Grant, the Governor of Bombay (Mumbai), seeing the 

lack of medical care in his city, proposed the establishment of a medical school and a 

teaching hospital. A few years later, the First Indian Knight & Baronet, Sir Jamshedjee 

                                                 
1
 Mumbai online: Hospitals (www.mumbaionline.in/EmergencyServices/Hospitals/ -  accessed 21 

December 2009);  95 Private Hospitals in Mumbai  (www.karmayog.com/lists/mumpvthospitals.htm - 

accessed 21 December 2009).   
2
 Mumbai City Map, (Eicher Goodearth: New Delhi, 2009) [henceforth: Mumbai Map], p.17. 

http://www.mumbaionline.in/EmergencyServices/Hospitals/
http://www.karmayog.com/lists/mumpvthospitals.htm
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Jejeebhoy, offered an enormous donation for this purpose. Simultaneously, with the 

foundation of the Grant Medical College (named after Robert Grant), a hospital (known 

as the Sir JJ Hospital after the donor), was then built and it was opened in May 1845.
 
In 

1958, the whole JJ Hospital building was torn down and replaced by a seven story 

building. Today there are numerous buildings on this campus which extend over 44 

acres of ground. Since the various buildings were added over a long period of time, 

they are of various styles of architecture. In addition to the Main Building of the JJ 

Hospital, these buildings include the Grant Medical College, the Central Medical 

Library, a Pharmacology Department, a Pathology Department, an Anatomy Hall, and a 

number of residential facilities for doctors, nurses, hospital workers and medical 

students.
3
  

The hospital has 30,000 admissions each year and treats over half a million outpatients, 

and being a Government hospital, all this is free of charge to the patients. There are 45 

wards with a total of 1,352 beds. An average of 57 operations are performed there each 

day.
4
   

They gave me a small cup to bring them a urine sample. (p.319) 

One of the non-invasive medical tests performed on a patient is to analyse a sample of 

his urine. This is known as urinalysis. These tests include: colour and appearance, 

measuring of specific gravity to determine whether a person is dehydrated, and an 

analysis of whether certain other substances such as ketone bodies, bilirubin, glucose 

and hemoglobin are present and/or at what concentrations.
5
  

Urine tests (in addition to other tests, such as saliva and blood tests) are also performed 

if a person has, or is suspected of having malaria.
6
 Malaria is a mosquito-borne 

infectious disease  transmitted from the bite of a mosquito infected with the parasite. It 

can then take a week or even months for the symptoms of malaria, such as fever, 

shivering, vomiting, anaemia, retinal damage  and convulsions to appear. Malaria is 

widespread in tropical and subtropical regions, including parts of the Americas, Asia, 

and Africa. Each year, there are approximately 250 million cases of malaria in the 

world, of which about one million are fatal.
7
  

                                                 
3
 Grant Medical College & Sir J.J. Group of Hospitals (www.grantmedicalcollege-

jjhospital.org/history.htm);    Wikipedia: Grant Medical College and Sir James Jamshedjee Jeejeebhoy 

Group of Hospitals. (accessed 18  May 2010); Grant Medical College: A Fragile Heritage    

(www.grantmedicalfriends.com/Images/pdf/CONSERVATION_ARCHITECT_REPORT_AND_ESTIMATES.pdf - accessed             

25 December 2011). 
4
 Grant Medical College & Sir J.J. Group of Hospitals (www.grantmedicalcollege-

jjhospital.org/present.htm)   
5
 Wikipedia: Urinalysis - accessed 25 December 2011. 

6
 “Quantitative detection of Plasmodium falciparum DNA in saliva, blood and urine”, Journal of 

Infectious Diseases, 2009 Jun 1, 199 (11):1567.   
7
 Wikipedia: Malaria – accessed 25 December 2011. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mosquito
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Infectious_disease
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shivering
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vomiting
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Retinopathy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Retinopathy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Convulsion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tropics
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Americas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Africa
http://www.grantmedicalfriends.com/Images/pdf/CONSERVATION_ARCHITECT_REPORT_AND_ESTIMATES.pdf
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Tests and experiments which have been performed within the last 20 years show a 

correlation between the contents of a person‟s urine and the presence of malaria. For 

example, experiments performed in the year 1991, on urine samples of patients with a 

certain species of malaria showed that 85 per cent of them had elevated levels of 

proteins in their urine.
8
 Experiments performed in Sudan in the year 2000 on 600 

patients whose clinical picture was suggestive of malaria, suggested that malaria might 

have a significant effect on the urine, especially the presence of albuminuria.
9
  

In a paper which was received by the editorial board of the “American Journal of 

Tropical Medicine and Hygiene” in August 2006, it stated that in India “about 2 million 

confirmed malaria cases and 1,000 deaths are reported annually.” However, it goes on 

to strongly dispute these figures and quotes the WHO [World Health Organization] 

South East Asia Regional Office, who estimate that there are “15 million cases and 

20,000 deaths” annually.
10

 More specifically, “The Times of India” gives numbers for 

Mumbai for the period 1 January 2005 to 15 September 2005 – the period when Ronen 

contracted malaria in Mumbai. The figures given in this paper are 1,117 cases.
11

 It was 

suggested that the record monsoon rain towards the end of July that year – more than 

65cms in one day, the heaviest recorded in India‟s history! – had caused an increase in 

the number of cases of malaria. This caused water-logging and hence an increased 

breeding ground for the mosquitoes. The city workers therefore sprayed insecticide to 

try and prevent the spread of the malaria.
12

  

However, high numbers of cases of malaria were also reported in Mumbai in 2002
13

 

and in 2006.
14

 The high numbers of malaria cases in Mumbai led to “Travel Medicine” 

of 2008 stating “Malaria risk occurs year-round in the tropical cities of Mumbai ...”
15

  

Ronen was suffering from malaria and thus one can see why he required a urine test. 

However, there is no mention in the book of any other tests such as blood or saliva, but 

it is possible that they would have performed other tests had Ronen then not escaped. 

The guards took me to the end of the hall where there were three bathroom stalls. Despite 

the fact that India toilets are nothing more than holes in the ground, two out of three were 

broken. (p.319) 

                                                 
8
 “Detection of antigens and antibodies in the urine of humans with Plasmodium falciparum malaria”. 

Journal of Clinical Microbiology 1991 Jun; 29(6):1236-42. 
9
 Letter to Editor, Saudi Journal of Kidney Diseases and Transplantation, 2000, 11(2) pp. 208-09. 

10
 “Burden of Malaria in India: Retrospective and Prospective View”, American Journal of Tropical 

Medicine and Hygiene, 77 (6 suppl.) 2007 p.69. 
11

 “Dengue Danger”, The Times of India, 3 October 2006. 
12

 “Millions suffer in Indian monsoon”, BBC News, 1 August 2005; “Indian monsoon death toll soars”, 

BBC News , 28 July 2005. 
13

“Malaria outbreak in Mumbai” SiliconIndia, 14 October 2002. 
14

 Dengue Danger, op. cit. 
15

 Travel Medicine, India, 2008, (www.travmed.com/guide/country.php?c=India – accessed 1 August 

2010).   

http://www.travmed.com/guide/country.php?c=India
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Almost all toilets found in Western countries are the sitting toilet. However, the 

majority of the world uses “squat toilets”, which essentially consists of a hole in the 

ground. As the name suggests, these toilets are used by squatting rather than by sitting. 

Except for the most primitive of places, there is a system to flush water into these squat 

toilets. 

These toilets are mainly to be found in the Middle East and countries such as India, 

China and Japan. Depending on the country, they are of slightly different design, but 

the common denominator is that they are all essentially consisting of a hole in the 

ground.
16

 According to a BBC News report of July 2010, a few of these squat toilets 

were installed in England in a Greater Manchester shopping centre after its bosses went 

on a cultural awareness course.
17

   

Numerous arguments have been put in favour of using this type of toilet rather than the 

sitting type. These include: they are less expensive; they are easier to clean; they 

eliminate physical contact between the body and the toilet; the body posture when 

using them protects the nerves that control the prostate, bladder and uterus from 

becoming stretched and damaged and relaxes the puborectalis muscle.
18

  

There are also arguments against this type of toilet. These include: their use requires 

certain balancing skills; they can be difficult to use by the elderly, those with joint 

problems or limited mobility and those recovering from leg injuries.
19

  

[Whilst in the toilet, Ronen] noticed a small window around twelve inches [30 

centimeters] wide. It had glass shutters and a wire screen. ... I took the inner shutters and 

tried lifting them out of the track. They broke in two in my hands … I decided to check out 

the strength of the screen. I pushed it lightly with my hand and the bottom support flew out 

wildly … The next section of the shutters … also [easily] broke into two. … There was only 

one layer of glass left. I took the screen and gave it a little knock. The right support flew 

outside. (pp.320-21) 

In a properly looked after building, especially a public building, the shutters and screen 

should not break with just the slightest of pressure! But these were not the only 

deficiencies with this immediate area of the building. Two out of three of the toilets 

were broken. The building was not maintained as it should have been. This was not the 

only part of the JJ Hospital that was in a state of disrepair. Adjacent to the main 

building of the JJ Hospital is the “Grant Medical College.” 

                                                 
16

  Wikipedia:  Squat toilet – accessed 19 May 2011. 
17

  “Squat toilets in Rochdale shopping centre”, BBC News Manchester, 15 July 2010. 
18

  Wikipedia: Squat toilet, op. cit.   
19

  Squat Toilet: (www.docstoc.com/docs/6244425/Squat_toilet - accessed14 December 2011). 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puborectalis_muscle
http://www.docstoc.com/docs/6244425/Squat_toilet%20-%20accessed14
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In his book “Bombay Gothic”, which was published in 2002, Christopher W. London 

wrote, “the Grant Medical College is in a state of serious disrepair.”
20

 The trustees of 

the JJ Hospital realized the state of the Grant Medical College building, that they 

brought in a team of “Conservation Architects and Historic Building Consultants” to 

survey it and submit their preliminary recommendations for repairs and renovations. 

Their report is undated, but since it quotes from Christopher London‟s book, it is 

obviously dated later than 2002. There they give a long list of repairs and renovations 

that were in need. These include structural repairs, elimination of water seepage and 

repairs to windows. Some of these defects they attributed to atmospheric conditions.
21

 

It is true that this building was constructed in 1845, whereas the main building of the JJ 

Hospital only in 1958 and thus one would thus expect a greater deterioration if the 

older building had not been looked after. One of these deteriorations in both of these 

building would be rusting. 

“Rust” is a general term used for a series of iron oxides. However the term is generally 

used for the red oxides which are formed by the reaction of iron and oxygen in the 

presence of water or air moisture. Given sufficient time, the oxygen and water will 

convert any iron entirely into rust causing the iron to disintegrate.
22

  

Thus after nearly 50 years (until 2005, the year of Ronen‟s escape), monsoon  rain and 

other weather conditions would have certainly caused the metal bars on the outside 

windows of the JJ Hospital to become thoroughly rusted over and shutters to become 

very brittle. Thus the little pressure exerted by Ronen, was sufficient to cause them to 

break. The rusting of these window bars was also referred to in a newspaper article 

quoted later. 

[Although Ronen had not prepared himself to escape that day, since he had already broken 

the windows and the shutters, a fact which he could not disguise, he decided to then 

escape.]  There was one thing preventing me, the window was at the height of my head and 

there was no toilet to climb onto to hoist myself through the window. Suddenly I noticed 

that protruding from the wall two metal pipes coated with cement. (pp.321-22) 

As already stated, the toilets there were the squat type and not the seat type and hence 

Ronen had no seat to stand on. 

What were these two metal pipes doing in this toilet? Maybe these pipes were for the 

water for a sink in this toilet cubicle, (or maybe one was for a sink and the other to 

flush the toilet) and over the years these pipes had broken and instead of repairing 

them, they had been cemented over and the sink removed. We have already seen the 

                                                 
20

 Christopher  W. London, Bombay Gothic, (India Book House: Mumbai, 2002), p.15. 
21

 Grant Medical College: A Fragile Heritage, op. cit. 
22

 Wikipedia: Rust – accessed 3 July 2011. 

 



11 

 

neglect of at least this part of the building. Two of the three squat toilets were broken, 

the bars and shutters on the window were in a very derelict state and this very likely 

explains why there were the remnants of two pipes in the wall of this cubicle.    

I climbed up the pipes [in the toilet cubicle] … I pulled myself up slowly until my legs were 

already out of the window. (p.322) 

The next day, Wednesday, 28 September, Ronen‟s escape was reported in several 

Indian newspapers. “The Times of India” wrote “around 12.30 pm, Ronak (sic) told the 

policeman he needed to use the toilet. The duo escorted him and waited outside the 

toilet and asked him not to bolt the door. Investigating inspector Laxman Vakhare said 

Ronak, however, managed to bolt the door from inside. The policeman waited outside 

for a few minutes and then began knocking on the door. When they realised that Ronak 

was trying to break out through a window, they raised an alarm. However, the well-

built Israeli had by then broken the rusted iron rods on the window and fled. The 

policeman reported the matter to the JJ police station.”  (One of the buildings on this 

campus is the JJ Police Station which is situated about 150 metres to the west of the JJ 

Hospital.
23

) This paper also commented that “this is the third such incident in one 

month” and also that the police commissioner had given “instructions to his men to 

take extra care while escorting foreign nationals under trial.”
24

  

Another Indian newspaper reporting, also on 28 September, this incident was “DNA” 

(Daily News and Analysis). They described this incident in a similar manner, “[Ronen] 

was brought to the hospital along with other detainees under police escort for regular 

medical check-up. After the check-up he requested two Local Armoury police 

personnel to allow him to use the washroom. In the intervening period, one of the 

constables went to the Pathology department, while another escorted him to the toilet. 

When he did not come out of the toilet after a few minutes, the constable suspected foul 

play. Even after banging the door, the accused did not relent. The constable climbed the 

door to peep inside and was shocked to find the accused bending the iron grills of the 

toilet window and sneaking out.”
25

  

There are two significant differences between Ronen‟s account and both newspapers‟ 

account of his escape from the toilet. Firstly, he had to give a sample of urine, and this 

is always done in a modest manner in a toilet and this was obviously the reason he was 

in the toilet, and not that he had asked to use it. Secondly, it would seem according to 

Ronen‟s account, that he had already escaped from the toilet before the police 

discovered he was no longer there – he does not mention any banging on the door of 

the toilet; in contrast, according to the newspaper reports he was still breaking the 

window bars when the police caught on to what he was doing. 

                                                 
23

 Mumbai Map, p.17. 
24

 “Israeli arrested in drug case flees”, The Times of India, 28 September 2005. 
25

  “Israeli drug peddler flees JJ Hospital”,  DNA (Daily News and Analysis), 28 September 2005. 
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I [ran]… to the [boundary] wall [of the hospital], but I realised it was too high to climb. ... 

I looked to my right … and saw two armed guards … guarding to the entry of the 

hospital.… I turned to my left and I saw … a mound of sand piled next to the wall. I ran up 

the hill and jumped with all my strength and landed on top of the wall. (p.322)  

In the long list of repairs given in the above mentioned Report, which needed to be 

done on the Grant Medical College building is an item which concerns the entire JJ 

Hospital campus: “Boundary Wall, fencing, gate restoration” at a cost of one million 

Indian rupees.
26

 For security reasons, in order that terrorists should not enter the 

campus, and that prisoners who had be brought to the JJ Hospital for medical reasons 

should not use the opportunity to escape, one needs to have a boundary wall and also 

armed guards at the gates.   

It is thus most important that the boundary wall be in top condition and repairs to it 

should be given top priority. One of the components required to repair a wall is sand, 

and it is likely that this was the reason that there was a “mound of sand piled next to the 

wall.” This conveniently placed mound of sand enabled Ronen to climb over the high 

wall. 

There are 14 gates in the boundary wall around the JJ Hospital campus,
27

 each gate 

having a number. For example, Gate 3 is on Ramchandra Bhatt Marg opposite a motor 

cycle dealer
28

; Gate 12 is on JJ Road opposite a hotel.
29

 Due to the deteriorating 

security situation, it was reported in 2010, that 8 of the 14 gates had been closed.
30

  

 I jumped down to the other side [of the boundary wall]. … I saw that I had landed in a 

busy street. (p.322) 

The front entrance to the JJ Hospital is on a road called Ramchandra Bhatt Marg. 

Originally this road was called Babula Tank Road.
31

 In fact many roads in Mumbai 

have had their names changed. This was as a result of nationalist sentiment which 

prompted the removal of old European names in favour of ones that honour Indian 

heritage.
32

  The origin of the original street name “Babula Tank Road” is that it is 

                                                 
26

  Grant Medical College: A Fragile Heritage, op. cit. 
27

 Wikipedia: Grant Medical College…, op. cit. 
28

 m.sulekha.com/mumbai/***chinch-bunder_contact-address/379924.htm – accessed 25 December 

2011. 
29

   70.86.139.42/mumbai/listing/travel-and-transportation/accommodation/hotel***-

4c93639b84c57.html   - accessed 25 December 2011. 
30

  “CCTVs to keep an eye on J.J. Hospital”, DNA (Daily News and Analysis), 3 March 2010. 
31

 Mumbai Map, p.17. [Henceforth, if the original names of the roads are known, they will be added in 

brackets after the current name.] 
32

 “Censorship battle rages in India over Mistry novel”, The Globe and Mail (Toronto, Canada) 15 

October 2010. 
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called after the babul or acacia Arabica – a thorny mimosa tree found in most parts of 

India.
33

 Another reason for this name, possibly more plausible, is given below. 

On both sides of Ramchandra Bhatt Marg are buildings. These house many diverse 

activities. There are shops which include those selling clothing for men and women, 

and there is also one which sells ladies, gents and children‟s footwear. Also amongst 

these shops is one of the biggest bookstores in Mumbai providing medical books, and 

whilst on the medical subject, there is also a medical store. One who desires dried fruit 

will find a shop selling it there. In addition to the shops, there are several manufacturers 

whose factories are located on this street. One of them manufactures all sorts of nozzles 

for making and decorating cakes, and also icing sets, dessert moulds and many other 

similar accessories. There are other manufacturers who produce printing materials such 

as brochures, catalogues, diaries and calendars, and there is also a manufacturer for 

carbon seals. If one wants to organise a party or a wedding, there is a wedding hall on 

this road for this purpose. Finally, Municipal Office buildings are to be found there.
34

  

From all the above, we can see that there would therefore be numerous workers, 

customers and public officials going along this road during the daytime. Thus we can 

easily understand Ronen describing it as “a busy street”. 

We might also mention in passing, that Ramchandra Bhatt Marg has been the scene of 

some skirmishes between the Shias and the Wahhabis (Sunnis), but such skirmishes 

have been limited to just the throwing of soda water bottles.
35

 Shia and Sunni are the 

two major denominations of Islam, and over the years Shia-Sunni relations have been 

marked by both cooperation and conflict, with conflict predominating.
36

  

I glanced quickly across the street and noticed a small alleyway. I ran towards it and went 

down its narrow confines. (p.323) 

On the opposite side of Ramchandra Bhatt Marg opposite the JJ Hospital about 60 

meters east of Laxman Narayan Jadhav Marg and parallel to it, there is a very narrow 

road.
37

 This very narrow road is of length about 250 meters.
38

 About half way along 

this very narrow road is situated a municipal secondary school. At the end of this road 

is Imamwada Road and situated at the junction, is a municipal primary school.
39

 It is 

                                                 
33

 Samuel T. Sheppard, Bombay Place-Names and Street-Names: Excursion into the By-ways of the 
History of Bombay City,  (Bombay: The Times Press, 1917), 23 - Bombay Place Names. 
34

  via google – Rachmandra Bhatt Marg and /or Babula Tank Road. 
35

 The Sunnis and Shia Moharam, (www.flickr.com/photos/firozeshakir/557183524/ - accessed 4 August 

2010). 
36

 Wikipedia:  Shi’a-Sunni relations – accessed 25 December 2011. 
37

 Mumbai Map, p.17. 
38

 Ibid. 
39

 Ibid;  List of Schools I.J.K.L. (as at 10.11.02), Municipal Schools I.J.K.L., (www.karmayog.com/lists/sch-

ijkl.htm - accessed 25 December 2011). 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/firozeshakir/557183524/
http://www.karmayog.com/lists/sch-ijkl.htm
http://www.karmayog.com/lists/sch-ijkl.htm
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also opposite the Mughal Masjig
40

 which is an Iranian Mosque. It is at this Mosque that 

the Shiite Moslems have a ceremony during the first ten days of the first month, called 

Muharram, of the Islamic calendar. This ceremony includes self mutilation.
41

 This is 

likely the “small alleyway” which Ronen saw. 

About half way along this very narrow road is a small garden called Babula Tank 

Garden
42

. In past generations, water tanks were the only source of water in Mumbai. Of 

the ten tanks in the city, one was named Babula Tank, and was named after a 

philanthropic citizen who donated the money for this tank.
43

 It could be that this garden 

is the location of the Babula Tank (or at the least close to it). The tank was filled up in 

1907.
44

 This is thus another possibility for the original name for the road now called 

Rachmandra Bhatt Marg.   

I continued running for another fifty meters…   I noticed that ten meters away was a taxi. 

The alleyway was so narrow that the taxi was blocking the entire street. (pp.323-24)  

About 50 metres from the Ramchandra Bhatt Marg end of this very narrow road is an 

extremely narrow path going from west to east.
45

 Quite possibly the taxi was parked on 

this path thus blocking it. 

I ran to the taxi, got in quickly and ordered the driver  … „drive‟. (p.324) 

The taxis in Mumbai are easily recognisable, since they have distinctive black and 

yellow liveries with the bottom half painted black and upper half painted yellow. There, 

the taxis can either be hailed on the street or hired from taxi-stands, and thus Ronen 

was easily able to hail the taxi in the street. In the main city districts of Mumbai, auto-

rickshaws are banned, thus giving taxi drivers a monopoly.
46

  

By the Indian Government‟s regulations, all taxis are required to have a fare-meter.  

However, enforcement of this regulation is lax and many taxis operate either without a 

fare-meter or with a defunct one. In such a case, the fare is decided by bargaining 

between the customer and the taxi-driver.
 47

 However, on this method, a knowledgeable 

user of taxis advises the public “Chuck him [the driver]. There‟s no dearth of taxi 

                                                 
40

 Mumbai Map, p.17;  Google Maps. 
41

 Muharram in Mumbai, (mumbai.metblogs.com/2006/02/11/muharram-in-mumbai/ - accessed 20 

May 2011). 
42

 Mumbai Map, p.17;  Google Maps. 
43

 Wikipedia: Tanks of Bombay – accessed 20 May 2011. 
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drivers in Mumbai!”
48

  In fact it has been said “There are more taxis per square inch 

than buses [in Mumbai].”
49

  

Many scams and rip offs by taxi drivers in Mumbai have been reported by users of such 

taxis. 

In April 2005, “greenchutney” wrote, “The guy [taxi driver] forgot to put the meter  … 

when I reminded him he should  put it … he said it‟s not working and it gives a low 

reading ... and said he will settle for 400 rupees for the trip to a suburb ... he actually 

started yelling at me when I said for him to drop me back to the airport since this is 

illegal and I said I will take him to the cops ... anyway he settled down when I said I 

will pay what the meter comes up and it came to 234 rupees for the trip ... which 

seemed about right...”
50

 

This comment was answered by “PeakXV” who wrote, “Has anyone ever got an honest 

rate with a metered ride? If it‟s not the broken meter, it‟s the meter with doctored gear 

that spins around like a watch's second hand on steroids, or the curry-stained 

extrapolation chart that you need a PhD in math to get your head around. No thanks, 

I‟ll haggle it out before I step in and not leave the final bill to a meter and a prayer.”
51

  

The final word came from “goangoangone” who wrote, “Best one I've seen is in Dubai. 

There‟s a notice on the dashboard stating: If the meter is not working, your journey 

is free. I think it‟ll take a while for that to hit India.”
52

  

A case of a rip off by a taxi driver in Mumbai was reported in January 2010 by “Ali-

Monbeam”, a parent of a child from Bradford in the north of England. The child had 

been charged 300 rupees for a journey which would take just five minutes by foot. 

“Aadil” who lives in Mumbai answered “Even if he took the cab he should have paid 

by the meter and he would have paid just 14 rupees instead of 300 rupees!!!” “RPD” 

was not so sympathetic and wrote, “It‟s a fair price, because the definition of fair price 

is whatever both parties freely agree on. US$7 [300 rupees] for a lesson is not bad; 

western Universities charge much more than that and teach less.”  The final word came 

from “jspyder136” who was just about to go on a “massive backpacking adventure all 

over India” and he indicated that he had learned a lesson from this incident and wrote 
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that “now that I read this, I am not letting ANY taxi driver in India charge me 300 

rupees for a taxi ride unless he plans on driving me back home to America.”
53

   

He [the taxi driver] turned around and looked at me and asked “To where?”... Suddenly I 

remembered hearing there was an Israeli restaurant that was not far from where I was. .... 

Then I remembered hearing that the restaurant was in Kolaba [Colaba]… „to Kolaba‟. 

(pp.324-25) 

There is a restaurant near the Colaba area of Mumbai, which could loosely be called an 

“Israeli Restaurant”. It advertises its cuisine as “Mediterranean”
54

 but the “Hotelier 

Caterer”, India‟s Only Hospitality Business Weekly, describes its fare as “hovers on 

Mediterranean fare with a bent on Turkish, Moroccan, Israeli and Italian paired 

exclusively with wines” (emphasis added).
55

 A video prepared for this restaurant 

mentions Israeli dishes several times.
56

 Furthermore, one of the patrons in a review 

written in December 2005, writes that the “Oaf Memulay was interesting”.
57

 “Oaf 

Memulay” is the Hebrew for stuffed chicken, and it would seem that these Hebrew 

words appeared on the menu card. 

This restaurant is run by a Jew born in Mumbai who moved to Israel where he worked 

in a kibbutz restaurant for 6 months. During the course of his career, he worked in the 

kitchens of non-Jewish hotels in Mumbai and London, and also in a Tel-Aviv hotel.
58

 

In 2003 he opened his own restaurant in the Colaba area of Mumbai and since then has 

also opened several cafes in Mumbai.
59

  

From the reviews alone of people who have eaten at this restaurant, it can be seen that 

the food does not conform to Jewish dietary laws - it is not a kosher restaurant.  The 

writer of one review written in December 2005 wrote, “The Harissa Prawns were 

excellent all round... The bread was grilled to the right level.  Not too hard, but just 

firm to hold the prawns.”
60

  Prawns are seafood which is not kosher.
61
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Another reviewer gave the menu he and his friend had, “We started with a Cheese 

Fondue and were busy with it for the next 5 minutes... Main course: 1 Expresso 

Chicken ... the meat was extremely soft and well cooked ... 1 Beaten Fillet Steak 

(Yummy yummy beef) .... And a Baked Philadelphia Cheese Cake with a candle.”
62

 

Such a menu does not conform to Jewish dietary laws, since one need not look any 

further than the fact that they served a cheese dish immediately after a meat dish.
63

  

Furthermore, the publicised opening times of this restaurant include Shabbat.
64

  

This restaurant is situated in a refurbished old bungalow.
65

  From this alone, it can be 

clearly seen that this was not the destination Ronen was seeking. What he was seeking 

was on the fourth floor of a hotel. (There is today another restaurant in in Colaba which 

could be called an “Israeli restaurant”, but it was only opened in 2008.
66

 ) 

The [taxi] driver drove in a strange and dizzying way using a meandering route. ... We 

travelled for a long time on side streets and alleyways and when we reached a main 

highway we were a long distance from the hospital ... then we crossed a big bridge, which 

passed right by the courthouse. ... The taxi ... crossed over into a different neighborhood, 

open, with big modern buildings and filled with tourists. The taxi driver stopped the car 

and announced, „This is Kolaba‟. ... I got out of the cab and started to look around. I was 

in a large shopping area, with many stands and stores and a lot of tourists all around. 

(pp.325-26) 

In the area where the taxi ride began there are a whole maze of side streets and 

alleyways.
67

 There are two big bridges in the area which cross a number of parallel 

railway lines. The more northerly bridge is the Elphinstone Bridge.
68

 The second one is 

about one kilometre south of it, and thus a greater distance from the JJ Hospital, and is 

called the Carnac Bridge.
69

 About one kilometre south of the Carnac Bridge is the 

Chhatrapati Shivaji [Rail] Terminus (Victoria Terminus].
70

 It is at this terminus that all 

the rail lines finish and so there is no bridge south of the Carnac Bridge.   

There are a number of bridges in Mumbai. They are made of stone and were built from 

1866 onwards. However, after nearly 140 years, their state of preservation has 

deteriorated and in an article in “The Times of India” in December 2004 appeared an 

article under a rhymed heading “„Bridges to wealth‟ are in poor health”. Towards the 
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beginning of this article is written “But the city [of Mumbai] also has a formidable 

engineering heritage in its historical stone bridges many of which, sadly, are in bad 

shape today.” The writer goes on to quote heritage enthusiast Ragavendra Kannan who 

asks why they are “not listed along with some of Mumbai‟s historic buildings?” 

These bridges were built “to enable the easy passage of large quantities of goods and 

people between the walled Fort area and the docks” and also “to avoid the [railway] 

level crossings which apparently took hours to traverse because of suburban trains” 
71

 

At the time of this article (December 2004) the Elephinstone Bridge, built in 1868, was 

in the course of being rebuilt. This bridge is named after Elephinstone, a former 

Governor of Bombay (Mumbai).
72

      

Four years earlier in 2001, “The Times of India” had reported that the Carnac Bridge, 

which also spanned a number of railway lines was in a state of urgent repair. Trucks 

would park bumper to bumper on either side of the bridge, even though this was illegal, 

but the traffic police did nothing about this and as a result of the excess weight of these 

trucks, this bridge could one day buckle. When the assistant commissioner of the police 

was confronted with this illegal parking, he answered that “he was not aware of the 

problem” adding “However I will look into it and do the needful.”  The article adds that 

there were no plans for restoration work.
73

 This bridge is also named after a former 

Governor of Bombay – James Rivett Carnac who held this position between 1839- 

1842.
74

  

Much further south in Mumbai is the area of Colaba, and it indeed forms the southern 

tip of Mumbai. The name “Colaba” comes from kolabhat which is a word in the Kolis 

language. The Kolis were the indigenous inhabitants of the islands before the arrival of 

the Portuguese.
 
At a later date, the Portuguese Princess, Catherine of Braganza (sister 

of Alphonso VI, the then Portuguese monarch) gave as her dowry the area of Colaba 

(and the neighbouring cluster of islands) to her newly wedded husband the British 

monarch King Charles II.
75

 

Colaba is today a major shopping district for both tourists and locals and it is regarded 

as a “one-stop shop” where one can buy anything one wants and it is also the place for 

the cheapest clothes after bargaining a bit. There, there are numerous international 

world renowned chain stores selling all manner of clothing, such as jeans, shoes or 

athletic apparel. For food, one can find numerous grocery stores and supermarkets. The 

visitor will have no difficulty in finding fast food shops, pizza stores, cake shops and 

restaurants in the area. Some are vegetarian whilst others are not. There are also 
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markets in Colaba where one can buy such things as vegetables, fish and clothing. The 

most famous market in Colaba is the “Colaba Causeway Market”. There one has a 

choice of three languages – Hindi, English and Marathi. This market is famed for its 

silver jewellery, shoes and books. If one wants one‟s name to be written on a grain of 

rice, they say that this is possible in this market!
76

 

Colaba has been described as having an old English charm and at the same time having 

a very modern feel.
77

 

There are a large number of hotels in Colaba, which as in any other place, are of 

differing standards – ranging from 5 star to budget. It is now common for visitors at 

hotels to write their comments on the internet. Some of these comments will be 

favourable, whilst others will be otherwise. As an example, for hotels in Colaba, in 

October 2005, “thestens” wrote on a hotel he had stayed at “Scruffy, dirty hole. The 

first thing we saw on arrival was a rat - and it didn‟t get any better! We arrived at 3 am 

after booking on line, so had no option but to stay. We have travelled extensively on a 

budget in India, so aren‟t unrealistic, but this was scruffy rip off! We didn‟t discover 

any! The room we had booked with en suite bathroom didn‟t have one.” In answer to 

this uncomplimentary comment, “Watson” wrote, “Weird?  I stayed at both their guest 

house directly on Colaba road and at the main complex and I thought that both the 

rooms I had were clean, spacious and sunny. Friendly staff and well an all around good 

place to spend the night. They gave rooms at the guesthouse for around 995 rupees.  It's 

a bit loud, but pretty ok.”
78

 In an attempt to resolve these two contradictory comments, 

it would seem that the writers had mixed up two different hotels that happened to have 

the same name! 

The main road through Colaba is Shahid Bhagat Singh Marg (Colaba Causeway Road). 

This is a vibrant road which is full of offices, shops and restaurants, and in addition 

things are sold on its sidewalks.
79

  

From the above it can be seen that in Colaba there is, as stated in Ronen‟s book, a 

“large shopping area, with many stands and stores” and the presence of many hotels 

indicates that there will be “a lot of tourists all around.” 
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Let us now try and reconstruct the route taken by Ronen‟s taxi from the alleyway near 

the   JJ Hospital to Colaba, allowing for the fact that the details given in the book are 

very sketchy. Here is a possible route which conforms to almost all these points: The 

taxi went southwards through a whole maze of side streets and alleyways, crossing the 

main road Sardar Vallabhai Patel Road,
80

 and continued until it reached Lokmanya 

Tilak Marg (Carnac Road), turned left and after a very short distance crossed the big 

Carnac Bridge and reached the main highway P.D. Mello Road (Frere Road), which 

was several kilometres from the JJ Hospital. The taxi turned right at the P.D. Mello 

Road and continued on it for about one and a half kilometers until it reached Walchand 

Hirachand Road. There it turned right and at the T-junction with Dr Dadabhai Naoroji 

Road (Hornby Road) turned left. It continued until the T-junction with Mahatma 

Ghandi Road (Esplanade Road) and veered left and continued, passing the Sessions 

Court, until the roundabout. It exited from the roundabout at Shahid Bhagat Sing Mart 

(Colaba Causeway Road) and continued until it reached Colaba.
81

  

A problem is that Ronen wrote “then we crossed a big bridge, which passes right by the 

courthouse.” In fact there is no “big bridge” close to a courthouse. Furthermore, Ronen 

is almost certainly talking about the “Sessions Court” to which he was regularly taken 

for a further remand. This court is several kilometres away from even the nearest bridge 

– the Carnac Bridge. It is very likely that the taxi went passed this courthouse but it was 

at least ten minutes after crossing the Carnac Bridge and thus his account of the taxi 

ride is inaccurate in this detail. 

The “Session Court” of Mumbai is the court which hears criminal cases. Its decisions 

can be appealed to the Bombay High Court, which was inaugurated in 1862. It is of 

interest to note that even when the name of the city was changed in 1995 from Bombay 

to Mumbai, the High Court retained the name “Bombay High Court”.
82

 There are also 

many other courts in Mumbai. One of them is the “Small Cases Court” which hears 

civil cases. Other courts are the Coroner Court, the Industrial Court and the Juvenile 

Court.
83

 

I ... asked him [a religious Jewish man standing close by] if he knew if he knew if there was 

an Israeli restaurant nearby. „Yes it‟s at the end of the street on the left. There is a hotel 

there and the restaurant is on the roof.‟... I ran fast following the man‟s directions and 

easily found the building. ... I ran inside and pressed the button [of the elevator] for the 

last floor. ... I reached the fourth floor and saw a door with “Or HaYisrael” on it. I 

knocked on the door. ... I went in. (pp.326-27) 

The “Israeli restaurant” was in fact the “Bet Chabad” (Chabad House) of Mumbai and 

the sign on the door read “Bet Chabad”.
84

  It would seem that the author of the book 
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made these changes so that there would be no repercussions on Chabad for their having 

assisted his escape from jail. However, since Ronen, in the lectures he gave, states that 

he went to the “Bet Chabad” and more especially that Chabad in at least two of their 

publications
85

 state this fact, there is no reason not to mention it here. 

How did Ronen get to Shelley‟s Hotel, which then housed Chabad House, after 

alighting from the taxi? It would seem that Ronen got off the taxi at Apollo Bandar 

Road, or maybe in Sahid Bhagat Singh Marg opposite Apollo Bandar Road. Following 

the instructions he received,  he went about 300 meters along Apollo Bandar Road till 

he reached the end of this road and just around the corner after turning left into in P.J. 

Ramchandani Marg (Strand Road) was Shelley‟s Hotel.
86

  

Shelley‟s Hotel (which closed towards the end of 2007
87

) was situated at the southern 

end of Ramchandani Marg, right on the coast, and in the proximity of three other 

hotels.
88

 The building is four storied and has an elevator. It was built in 1935, at the 

period of the British Raj, and the building has been declared a “Protected Heritage 

Structure”.
89

  It had 42 air conditioned bedrooms, which had wall to wall carpets with 

private bathrooms.  Some of the rooms were de-luxe and had added facilities such as a 

refrigerator.
 
The hotel was regarded as one of the best budget hotels in Mumbai.

90
  

As with many hotels, there are both positive and negative reviews on Shelley‟s Hotel. 

On the positive side, there is “Good location, very nice small colonial hotel, delux (sic) 

sea facing room spacious and well furnished, large comfy bed, good amenities.”  On 

the negative side, “Rude, surly staff at front desk, price I was quoted by email was 

increased for an additional childs matress (sic) on the floor, despite my request 

stipulating the room was for 3.”
91

 

Chabad House of Mumbai was set up at the beginning of 2003 in a rented room on the 

top floor of Shelley‟s Hotel, by a newly married couple, Rabbi Gavriel and Rivkah 

Holtzberg.  It catered to the city‟s local Jewish community and travelling Jewish 

businessmen as well as to Israelis, especially those who had just finished their army 

service, who were on the way to “party hotspots” such as Goa and Rajasthan. The 
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conditions in Shelley‟s Hotel were far from ideal for the needs of Chabad. They had no 

kitchen, little space and a highly disagreeable owner. However, at a later date, they 

managed to expand their space at this hotel. Despite all these difficulties, they would 

serve meals. Since there were no kasher chickens available, Gavriel, who was also a 

shochet would slaughter hundreds of chickens each week.
92

 Chabad House in Mumbai 

offers numerous services which include an Israel Center, a Women‟s Group, Kitchen 

Koshering, Food Package Distribution, a Library, and Medical Services.
93

  In addition, 

this Chabad House offers Prison Visitation, and on a number of occasions Gabriel was 

able to visit Ronen when he was incarcerated in the Arthur Road jail.
94

 [At a later date, 

in 2006, the Holtzbergs purchased a nearby building, Nariman House, which became 

the permanent Chabad House of Mumbai, but tragically, in 2008, the Holtzbergs were 

murdered in a terrorist attack.
95

] 

The Chabad House in Mumbai is just one of several thousand Chabad Houses 

worldwide which can be found in over one thousand cities throughout the world.  It 

was the seventh Lubavitch (Chabad) Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson who 

founded these Chabad Houses. Each Chabad House is run by a rabbi and his wife and 

provides educational and outreach activities.
96

  Some of these are to be found in well –

known cities with large Jewish population, examples being, Jerusalem, Tel-Aviv, New 

York, London, Manchester, Moscow and Melbourne. However, others are to be found 

in more obscure places, examples being, Tallinn in Estonia, Seoul in South Korea, 

Yerevan in Armenia, Lagos in Nigeria, Kinshasa in the Congo, La Paz in Bolivia, and 

Queenstown in New Zealand.
97

  

Chabad –Lubavitch is a Chasidic movement which was founded in the late 18th century 

by Rabbi Shneur Zalman of Liadi. The name “Lubavitch” comes from the Russian 

town  Lyubavichi, where the group was based until the early 20th century. In 1940, it 

transferred to New York, where they purchased 770 Eastern Parkway, which has been 

their world headquarters since that date. Lubavitch Chasidim all over the world have 

built replicas of this building in locations which include Kfar Chabad in Israel, Los 

Angeles, Melbourne, Milan, Brazil and Argentina.
98
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[When Ronen arrived, Rivkah Holtzberg was in Bet Chabad but not Rabbi Gavriel] She 

[Rivkah]  prepared for me five thousand rupees, a clean white shirt, a baseball cap  ... 

[Ronen quickly changed his clothes since he] was sure that the police would show up at 

any moment and after thanking her for everything ran outside. (pp.327-28) 

In an article in “Beis Moshiach” published by the Lubavitch in New York, Ronen 

describes how Rabbi Gavriel Holtzberg did the maximum to help him whilst he was 

incarcerated. Every two weeks, he would visit him in jail, or send someone from 

Chabad House. On Succot, he brought him the arba‟at haminim, on Purim he read him 

the megillah, and when he became ill because of the terrible sanitary conditions in the 

jail, he bought him expensive medicines. Rabbi Holtzberg would also give bribes to 

those in charge of the jail, so that Ronen and the other Israelis in the jail would enjoy 

certain advantages – baksheesh was the way things worked in India! With regards to 

his escape from jail, Ronen stated, “When I managed to escape after a year and a half in 

prison, the first place I went to was the Chabad House, although R‟ Gabi [Rabbi 

Gavriel Holtzberg] had asked me not to do so since it could jeopardize their work. Only 

his wife was there, and when she saw what condition I was in she let me in and gave 

me some of her husband‟s warm clothes, money, food and a water bottle.”
99

 

The courageous assistance given to Ronen by Rivkah, after he had managed to escape 

from jail, is also mentioned in an article which appeared in the magazine “Mishpacha” 

following the brutal murder of her and her husband. “[Ronen] Dvash made his way to 

Chabad House. Rivka was home alone at the time. Despite her fears, she calmly gave 

[Ronen] Dvash food and drink, provided him with money and even gave him some of 

Gavriel‟s clothes and a hat.”
100

 

According to the Israeli newspapers, the police learned during their search for Ronen 

that following his escape, he had been at the Chabad House, where he had been given 

clean clothes.
101

  

 I decided to try and hide in a private hospital called George Kennedy Britz, which is on a 

small street near the ocean and I hoped they [the police] wouldn‟t look for me there. 

(p.328) 

Although there are numerous hospitals in Mumbai, some governmental, some 

municipal, and others private, there is no hospital with the name “George Kennedy 

Britz”. It is a mis-hearing of the “Breach Candy Hospital”, which is one of the major 

private hospitals in Mumbai.
102

  It is likely that the miswriting of the name of this 

hospital arose as follows. The word “Breach” transliterated into Hebrew letters would 

be bet-reish-yud-tsadi with an apostrophe symbol after it to give it the sound “ch”. 
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Were this apostrophe to be omitted, it could be read as “britz”. “Candy” when 

transliterated into Hebrew letters without vowel points can easily be read as 

“Kennedy”. Where then does “George” come into the name? George Kennedy is a 

famous person in show business and by the process association of words, the word 

“George” became, in Ronen‟s mind, part of the name of this hospital!    

The Breach Candy Hospital is situated  on the coast at 60 Bhulabhai Desai Road, 

(better known as Breach Candy or Warden Road), in a niche up-market residential and 

semi-commercial locality of South Mumbai, an area which has high rise buildings.
103

 

This hospital was established in 1958 and has 173 beds. It has many departments and is 

regarded as a prestigious hospital, so much so, that even a former Prime Minister Atal 

Bihari Vajpayee utilised its services. The hospital‟s many facilities include pediatric 

services, artificial kidney services and a medical research centre. It is renowned for its 

medical expertise, excellent nursing care and quality diagnostics.
104

  

I exited the [Shelley] hotel [where the Chabad House was situated] and caught a taxi and 

headed towards the [Breach Candy] hospital. The taxi traveled along the coast far from 

the main streets. When we arrived at the hospital I immediately realized that I couldn‟t 

hide there. It was a small quiet place and I would stand out too much. (p.328) 

Probably the shortest route from Shelley‟s Hotel to Breach Candy Hospital goes via the 

main streets of Mumbai, including passing the Sessions Court, and only a relatively 

small part of this route is on the coastal road.
105

 This does not seem to conform with the 

route taken by this taxi carrying Ronen. Due to the lack of detail in the book as to the 

route taken, there are a number of possibilities that the taxi could have taken, to reach 

the coastal road. One of such possibilities was to go along Apollo Bander Road, turn 

left at Shahid Bhagat Singh Marg, turn right at the secondary road Fourth Pasta Lane 

and then veer right to a road near to the coast, Prakash Pethe Marg (Cuffe Parade 

Road). This road continues into Jagannath Bhosle Road; then one turns left at the 

junction with Madame Cama Road, which terminates at the coastal road, Netaji 

Subhash Chandra Bose Road (Marine Drive). One then turns right at this coastal road 

and continues along it until the Breach Candy Hospital; the name of the road changes 

several times along this coastal road.
106

  

I ... looked for a store with an international public phone [where he telephoned his wife 

who was naturally very excited to learn that he had escaped and told her his immediate 

plans and asked for the family‟s practical help]. (pp.328-29) 

The earliest “telephone” can be traced back to 1667 when Robert Hooke invented a 

string telephone that conveyed sounds over an extended wire by mechanical vibrations. 
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The electric telephone was invented about two hundred years later, but the credit for its 

invention is disputed and has been attributed to at least six people!
107

 

In the early days of the telephone, there was no direct dialing – the service was manual. 

The customer lifted the receiver off its hook and asked an operator to connect him to a 

requested number. Automatic dialing only came into existence at the beginning of the 

20th century.
108

 But this was only for relatively short distances. Long distance calls 

known as “trunk” calls still had to be made through an operator. Initially, they had to be 

booked in advance and the operator would tell the customer when it could be put 

through. In about 1920, this procedure was shortened allowing an immediate 

connection, but still via an operator.
109

  

A historic milestone occurred in 1958 when the Queen of England made the first long 

distance telephone call without an operator when she telephoned from Bristol to 

Edinburgh,
 110

 a distance of about 600 kilometres.
111

 But that was about the limit in 

those days.
112

 The term “STD” (Subscriber trunk dialing) then came into the English 

language and this means that subscribers can dial trunk calls without using an 

operator.
113

 

Since the late 20th century, most international calls can be dialed directly.
114

 Each 

country has been given a country calling code, for example for Israel it is 972 and for 

India it is 91.
115

 This is then followed by the area code, for example, Jerusalem area is 

02, Haifa and Northern area is 04, but the 0 is not used when dialing from outside 

Israel,
116

 and this is followed by the recipient‟s own telephone number. 

From this it can be seem that Ronen in 2005 was able to dial directly from India to 

Israel. Incidentally the term “STD” is still used in India to describe any national call 

made other than one‟s local unit.
117

       

 I decided to walk along the beach because I was afraid of checkpoints. ... I walked slowly 

for two hours on the beach. ... I returned to the street, stopped a taxi and ordered him to 

take me to the Dadar train station, which is very far from the hospital and the prison. After 
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fourty (sic) minutes of smooth driving with no checkpoints, we arrived at the train station. 

(pp.329-30) 

The Breach Candy Hospital is right on the coast and for a reconstruction of the route of 

Ronen‟s two hour slow walk on the beach, there are a number of possibilities. He could 

have walked in a northerly direction, in a southerly one, or just backwards and 

forwards. Following this walk, he returned to the street, namely the coastal road, and 

took a taxi to Dadar Railway Station. The time for a taxi ride between the hospital and 

the railway station is about 14 minutes.
118

 Since his taxi ride took 40 minutes, it would 

seem that this two hour walk was in a southerly direction, thus making the taxi ride to 

Dadar Railway Station much longer than 14 minutes.   

Dadar Railway Station is about 8.5 kilometres by road from the JJ Hospital, and about 

5.5 kilometres, also by road, from the Arthur Road jail.
119

 These distances would 

accord with Ronen‟s expression of “very far from the hospital and the prison.” 

Dadar Railway Station is just one of the numerous stations on Mumbai‟s extensive 

suburban railway system. This railway system began its operations in 1857 and today 

has a system length of over 300 kilometres. The railway has two lines, namely, the 

Western Railway and the Central Railway. The Central Railway also has a branch line 

known as the Harbour Line, since it has stations such as Dockyard Road. Each of the 

lines has both a fast track and a slow track. Having two such tracks enables some of the 

trains not to stop at every station and they can therefore overtake trains using the slow 

track. The fast tracks are also used by long distance (namely, out of Mumbai) trains and 

by freight trains. Both of the lines begin their operations almost at the southern tip of 

Mumbai, the Western Railway at a station called Churchgate and the Central Railway 

at a station called Mumbai C.S.T.
120

  

I went to the cashier [at Dadar Station] and inquired about purchasing a ticket to either 

Amdabar [Ahmadabad], the capital of [the state of] Gujarat ... or [to the state of] 

Rajasthan ... The teller informed me that the train to Rajasthan leaves only at night and 

the train to Gujarat leaves at seven o‟clock in the evening [which was in four hours‟ time]. 

(p.330) 

In addition to the suburban trains which go through Dadar Station, there are also 

interstate trains which go from Mumbai via Dadar Station to states such as Gujarat and 

Rajasthan. For example, there is a train called the “Gujarat Mail” which starts at 

Mumbai Central and goes via Dadar Station, Surat and Vadodara, and whose final 

destination is Ahmadabad which is in the state of Gujarat; this is a journey of about 500 
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kilometres and takes about eight and a half hours.
121

 The Gujarat Mail is one of the 

oldest and most prestigious overnight superfast mail trains running on this route. 

Although it is still titled “mail” it does not (at least since March 2006) carry postal mail 

anymore.
122

 An example of a train which starts at Mumbai Central, whose destination is 

Rajasthan, and which goes via Dadar Station is the “Jaipur Superfast Special”. This 

train goes via Surat, Vadodara, Ahmadabad, Abu Road, Ajmer Junction and whose 

final destination is Jaipur which is in the state of Rajasthan; a journey of over 20 hours 

and of length of over 1,100 kilometres.
123

  

Gujarat and Rajasthan are two of twenty-eight states which together with seven union 

territories are collectively called the Republic of India. These states and territories are 

further subdivided into districts. Each state has its own legislature, executive and 

judiciary, the later right up to the level of the state‟s High Court. Situated in New Delhi, 

the Federal capital of India, is the Central Government, which comprises three 

independent branches. These are a bicameral Parliament, whose membership are the 

representatives of the various states and union territories, the Executive branch of 

government, and the India Supreme Court whose functions includes appeals from the 

various state high courts. India is the seventh largest country in the world by 

geographical area, the second most populous country with a population of 1.2 billion 

people and the most populous democracy in the world. The name “India” is derived 

from Indus, which is derived from the Old Persian word Hindu. Its official languages 

are Hindi and English and there are also numerous recognised regional languages.
124

  

I decided that the train was the safest option. The station was full and busy, with 

thousands of passengers on the train. (p.330) 

Dadar is the only railway station which is common to both the Western and the Central 

lines on the Mumbai Suburban Railway and this makes it a transit point from one line 

to the other, and as a result, this railway station is the most crowded one on the Mumbai 

Suburban Railway. Thus Ronen felt that this station would be the safest way from 

which to leave Mumbai. In total, this suburban railway carries over six million 

passengers every day and it has the highest passenger density of any urban railway 

system in the world. Another record which this railway holds, but far less pleasant, is 

that more than 3,500 people get killed annually due to their trespassing on the railway 
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tracks, or are electrocuted by the overhead electric wires when they sit on the train 

roofs to avoid the crowds.
125

  

 I decided to wait until seven o‟clock, and in the meantime I left the station and went to a 

market nearby. The market was crowded with many Indians shopping. (p.330) 

Senapat Bapat Marg (Tulsi Pipe Road) is the road outside Dadar (Western) Railway 

Station. On exiting from this station and turning left and after going about 300 meters 

along this road, one reaches the Dadar Manish Market.
126

 It is thus likely that this is the 

market that Ronen refers to in the book. 

Dadar Manish Market is open every day of the week with the exception of Sunday.
127

 

There are numerous clothing shops of all sorts in this market, with clothes for men, 

woman and children
128

 and one also can buy computer accessories there.
129

 It is also a 

wholesale market for fruit, vegetables and flowers.
130

 A visitor who was at this market 

early one morning wrote, “People of all ages, in colourful dresses were milling about, 

negotiating price and picking the best fruit and veg that they could find. During the 

night lorries arrive from all over India with the fresh produce. Men in shabby and worn 

shirts, with scarfs in bright colours covering their heads were busy unloading the 

produce from the backs of lorries. Eager hands receiving the nylon bags and carrying 

them over to the selling ground. Others were loading small vans, even taxi cabs with 

the day‟s purchases to sell at other markets around Mumbai.”
131

 Dadar Manish Market 

is just one of more than seventy markets in Mumbai. There is even another market in 

Munbai with the name “Manish Market”. Of the Mumbai markets “Frommer‟s India” 

writes “it‟s worthwhile to spend a couple of hours exploring at least one, not so much 

for the shopping as for the human spectacle of it all.”
132

  From a list of “important tips” 

given to the shopper in Dadar, one can see how crowded this area is:  “While the area is 

generally crowded at any given time of day, it is best to avoid going there after 5p.m. If 

children are in tow, keep a tight grip on their hands as they can easily get lost in the 

crowds.  Keep an equally tight grip of your handbags; ensure that the outer pockets are 
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properly zipped up.”
133

  Again, because of the crowds at this market, Ronen felt that it 

was a safe place to pass the time until the train left. 

I went into a coffee shop and ordered a drink ... I sat there for three minutes and suddenly 

I got a nervous sensation. I was frightened that maybe someone in the coffee shop would 

realize who I was or maybe the police would come looking for me. ... I had to move 

constantly and not stop for a minute. (pp.330-31) 

The book does not state any identification details of this “coffee shop”. However, it is 

possible that Ronen looked for a place which was vegetarian since any kashrut 

concerns would have been minimised. Although there are a number of eateries in the 

area of Manish Market, it would seem from the wording in the book that the “coffee 

shop” he went to was situated inside the market. There, there is a snack bar situated on 

the ground floor of a building, and it is open from nine in the morning until nine in the 

evening on every day except Sunday. This snack bar states that it is pure vegetarian and 

its menus are advertised as “fast food, Indian, Punjabi, snacks”. It is possible that 

Ronen went to this snack bar, but it is of course by no means certain.
134

 

I had three hours to pass [until going to Dadar station at six o‟clock to buy a ticket for the 

train]. ... It was finally six o‟clock and I headed towards the train station. At the exact 

moment I crossed the street I saw a large truck with the words „Mumbai Security‟ stop fifty 

meters away from me. The doors swung open and dozens of police officers started pouring 

from the truck. ... Some explored the station and some searched the market and the 

surrounding streets ... They were looking for me! (pp.332-33) 

At about six o‟clock Ronen went back along Senapati Bapat Marg until he reached 

opposite Dadar Western Railway Station and  he then crossed this road in order to get 

to this station,
 135

 and it was then that he saw numerous members of the local police 

force.  

The Mumbai Police, which is also known as the Brihanmumbai Police (and these 

words appear on their logo) is the police force of the city of Mumbai. It has the primary 

responsibilities of law enforcement and investigation in Mumbai and its motto 

“Sadrakṣaṇāya Khalanigrahaṇāya”, which appears in Sanskrit on its logo, when 

translated is “To protect the good and to punish the evil”. It is said that although it is 

considered to be one of the best police forces in the world for solving high profile, high 

stakes crimes, it is also thought to be influenced by local politicians. It has a large 

manpower of over 40,000 policemen of various ranks and has 89 police stations under 

its jurisdiction. Its many vehicles have the sign, in Marathi which is the main language 

spoken in Mumbai, “Mumbai Police”. It has more than 20 units, which include Crime 
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Branch, Traffic Police, Narcotics Cell, Missing Persons Bureau and Riot Control 

Police. Each unit has its own Commander.
136

  

I saw that to my left was a small crowded alleyway which seemed to be a continuation of 

the market. I quickly turned around and headed in that direction. ... I continued walking 

and suddenly I saw at the end of the alley was a checkpoint and police officers were 

checking every passerby.  I quickly turned around. ... But twenty meters ahead I saw two 

groups of officers spreading out across the alleyway coming slowly towards me. ... I 

walked straight towards them. ... I continued to walk and I then passed them. They didn‟t 

see me. (p.333) 

Standing outside Dadar Western Railway Station and looking across the road towards 

the left, one can see a whole maze of alleyways between Dr. D‟Silva Road and MC 

Jawle  Marg (Dadar Road), and they are situated about 150 metres to the right of the 

Dadar Manish Market.
137

  

One of these alleyways is called Smruti Kunj
138

 and in it there is a restaurant which 

recently celebrated its centenary and it describes itself as “the tiny hole-in-the-wall 

restaurant; it is one of Mumbai‟s oldest surviving restaurants.
139

 

Also in these alleys is the Kirtikar Market,
140

 which was built by the Pathare Prabhu. 

They are one of the Hindu communities of Mumbai and were amongst the earliest 

settlers in the city. They were amongst the first of the Hindus to adopt to British 

educational practice. They advocate widow re-marriage which was an act considered a 

taboo in the orthodox Hindu society at that time.
141

  

There are also a large variety of shops in D‟Silva Road and Jawle Marg. These include, 

amongst many others, those selling clothes, electronics, medical supplies, jewellery, 

stationery, office furniture and household appliances.
142

 Furthermore, these same two 

roads, have for many years been a place where illegal hawkers would sell their 

products, but the police and local council lacked the will to stop them.
143

  

It can thus be seen that any time of the day there are crowds in this area and this is 

especially so in the evening hours, the time when Ronen was there. 
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It would seem from the description given in the book, that the police checkpoint at “the 

end of the alley” was at the junction with the main road Saraswatibai Joshi Marg or a 

little before it. On seeing the police, Ronen made an about turn and continued back 

towards the main road Senapati Bapat Marg,
144

 without the police noticing him. 

I left the alleyway and returned to the main street next to the station. ... [On the main 

street] I saw a taxi waiting at the side of the road. I jumped inside and told the driver ... 

the name of a different train station located near the city‟s [Mumbai‟s] exit and I told the 

driver to go there. (p.334) 

At Dadar Railway station, the two lines of the Mumbai suburban railways, namely the 

Western Line and the Central Line, converge. The Western Line which is of length 120 

kilometres goes through the northern suburbs of Mumbai and then exits the city; 

stations on this line include Bandra, Borivali, Vasal Road, Virar, Palghar and the final 

station is Dahanu Road. The Central Line goes in an easterly direction and then 

branches off into two lines, one in a north-east direction to Kasara station and the other 

in a south-east direction to Khopoli station, both of which stations are outside the city 

of Mumbai; stations before the branching off include Sion, Thane and Kalyan.
145

   

The book does not give the name of the railway station that Ronen requested the taxi 

driver to go to. It just states “located near the city‟s exit”. Geographically, there is 

Mumbai City and adjoining it in the north is Mumbai Suburban District and outside 

that area is Thane District and Navi Mumbai. Taken literally, a station near the exit of 

Mumbai City could be, for example, Mahim or Bandra.  

[Following some thought]  I was afraid that there would be more officers searching for me 

at the other train stations ...  I ...[instructed]  the driver ... „Find me a bus station with 

busses [sic] to the North [of India]‟, He continued driving and we found a tour company 

which operated bus lines. There was a bus filled with tourists which was about to leave for 

Goa [which is south of Mumbai.]. ... The driver went to ask the travel agent where we 

could find a bus heading north and he directed us to an area called Sim [Sion] where there 

were many buses leaving for the north. I asked the driver to point to the direction of Sim to 

make sure we would not return to the search area. It was towards the city exit so we 

headed off for Sim and arrived there twenty minutes later. It was already seven o‟clock in 

the evening. (pp.334-335) 

The details given here in the book are vague and thus they beg a number of questions.  

At what stage was the taxi driver instructed by Ronen to change route and go to a bus 

station with buses to the north? Where was this travel agency situated? Which route 

was taken to reach Sion? 

There was one hour, namely from 6 to 7 o‟clock from the time he returned to Dadar 

Railway Station until he arrived in Sion. Let us try and reconstruct what Ronen did 
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during this hour. At six o‟clock, he saw the Mumbai police arriving at Dadar Station, 

and he accordingly hurried back to the area of the Manish Market. After managing to 

avoid the police checkups there, he succeeded in returning to the main road and he 

boarded a taxi. One could estimate this to have taken about 15-20 minutes.   

He then instructed the taxi to go to a station located near the city‟s exit. It is possible 

that the taxi went along Senapati Bapat Marg, since this road runs parallel to the 

Western Line railway track.
146

 At some period during this journey, he decided that it 

was safer to take a bus, rather than a train, northwards, since there were sure to be 

police checks for him at all the Mumbai stations. He therefore instructed the taxi to find 

such a suitable bus. As we shall see, that in order to fit in with the time schedule given 

in the book, it is possible that he came to this conclusion somewhere in or approaching 

the area of Bandra.
147

  

The taxi driver looked for a tour company and found one where a bus with tourists was 

about to leave for Goa. In the Kalar Nagar area of Bandra East, there is a tour company 

which has an office there.
 148

 

There are numerous bus companies who run bus lines between Mumbai and Goa. Many 

of them have a boarding point in Bandra. Most of these buses begin their journeys from 

Borivali, which is in the north of Mumbai, or from Dhobi Talao, which is in the south 

of this city, or from Mumbai Central. These buses are also of different degrees of 

comfort. Some are Volvo, some are air-conditioned, some have sleeping berths, whilst 

others have slumber seats.
149

  

Goa is the smallest by area of India‟s 28 states and the fourth smallest by population. 

Per capita it is the richest of India‟s states. It is located south of the state of 

Maharashtra (where Mumbai is situated). For about 450 years it was a Portuguese 

territory. In 1961, the Indian army conquered it and annexed it to India. Goa is 

renowned for its beaches and is visited by numerous tourists each year.
150

 This includes 

many young Israelis after their army service and some of them visit the Chabad House 

in Mumbai on their way to Goa.
151

      

                                                 
146

 Mumbai Map, pp.24, 25, 33. 
147

  Ibid., p.41. 
 148

  www.askme.com/mumbai/bandra-east-travel-tours-***-tours-travels/listing/70142859918 - 

accessed 28 December 2011. 
149

  Mumbai to Goa Bus Tickets Booking (www.makemytrip.com/bus-tickets/mumbai-goa-booking.html 

- accessed 31 May 2011);  Travel to Goa by Air-Conditioned Luxury Volvo make coaches 

(www.amchogoa.com/volvo-bus-service-from-mumbai-to-goa.htm - accessed 28 December 2011). 
150

  Wikipedia: Goa – accessed 31 May 2011. 
151

  Wikipedia: Nariman House – accessed 27 January 2012. 

http://www.askme.com/mumbai/bandra-east-travel-tours-***-tours-travels/listing/70142859918
http://www.makemytrip.com/bus-tickets/mumbai-goa-booking.html
http://www.amchogoa.com/volvo-bus-service-from-mumbai-to-goa.htm


33 

 

Let us now try and reconstruct a possible route that this taxi took. The distance by road 

from Dadar Railway Station to Kala Nagar is about 6 kilometres and the journey time is 

about 13 minutes.
152

 The route of this journey begins along Senapti Bapat Marg; one 

then continues along Mahim Sion Link Road and turns left to Sion Bandra Link Road 

where one continues until one reaches Kala Nagar.
153

  

There are three ways to travel from Kala Nagar to Sion. In one of them, one starts by 

travelling northwards, namely in the direction of the exit from Mumbai. The fact that 

the driver pointed in that direction indicates that this was the route the taxi took.  For 

this route, one travels in a north-easterly direction along Bandra Kurla Complex Road 

(MMRDA Road) and then turns a very sharp right and continues in a southerly 

direction along Lal Bahadur Shastri Road (Agra Road) until one reaches Sion.
154

 (The 

other two routes begin by travelling southwards, namely in the direction of deep into 

Mumbai.
155

) The travel time from Kalar Nagar to Sion on this (first stated) route is 

about 14 minutes and the distance by road about 7 kilometres
156

 and we can assume 

that this was the approximate time taken for the taxi to go between these two points.  

When allowing for the time for the change in route (namely, instead of going to an 

outlying train station, going instead to a bus station) and the time taken to make 

inquiries of a bus to the north, the total time of one hour (from 6 to 7 o‟clock) seems 

reasonable. 

In conclusion, one cannot however exclude other solutions for the route of this taxi 

journey and the travel agency visited. 

There were many travel agents there [in Sion] and … I found a company that operated bus 

lines to Gujarat with a bus scheduled to depart for Amdabar [Ahmadabad] at eight thirty 

[that evening], arriving at seven thirty the next  morning. It cost five hundred Rupees. 

(p.335) 

Numerous tours and travels agents are to be found in Sion. Although most are open for 

about nine hours each day and are closed on Sundays, there are a few who are open for 

24 hours a day, seven days a week. The ratings by users for these Sion travels agents 

vary from “excellent” to “average”.
157

 One reviewer wrote, “Very good travel agency 

for any kind of travel. Personal approach and hassle free job.”
158

 For a different travel 

agency, a reviewer wrote, “They are govt. authorized travel agency. My passport was 

submitted on time and I got it in 28 days, door delivery, timely update was given to me 
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and I found them to be the best travel agency so far for their good work and good 

service to their customer.”
159

  

There are a large number of buses which run each day between Mumbai and 

Ahmadabad.
 
Some of these buses begin at Mumbai Central but have no further 

boarding points in Mumbai, whilst others have additional boarding points, which on 

some of the buses is at Sion, and a few even begin their journey in Sion.
160

 There is 

also an interstate bus depot adjacent to Sion Circle.
161

  

I wandered around amongst the stores and restaurants [in Sion] and bought some 

bananas, apples and cigarettes. (p.335) 

In the immediate area of Sion Circle are to be found a large number of stores which sell 

a variety of products, such as men‟s, women‟s and kid‟s footwear, furnishings and 

carpets, novelty stores, and computers and laptops. There are also shops selling cakes, 

sweets and dried fruits.
162

 

Numerous restaurants are also to be found in this immediate area and they serve all 

manner of foods, both vegetarian and non-vegetarian.
163

 One of these restaurant‟s 

specialty is South Indian, Chinese and Punjabi foods “and special mention must be 

made about the CHAATS and MINI MEALS”. On this restaurant a reviewer wrote, 

“The Southy stuff served with Sambhar in small copper kadhais and red and white 

coconut chutney. I tried the Rava Masala Dosa which was really yummy, no excess oil 

and tasted perfect. I just hope they wouldn‟t make the Sambhar sweet.” He added that 

at peak times this restaurant is very crowded, so much so, that one must expect to wait 

15-20 minutes.
164

  Some of the restaurants even offer a home delivery service.
165

  

The book gives no indication where Ronen bought the fruit and cigarettes. It could 

possibly be in one of the restaurants, or from one of the many stores in Sion Circle. In 

addition, there is a shopping centre at the junction of Road No. 8 and Road No. 29 

which is just a few minutes‟ walk from Sion Circle
166

 and, just a little further out at the 

junction of Road No. 8 and Jaishankar Yagnik Road (Flank Road West), there is a 
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Bazaar, which has a co-operative departmental store.
167

 Ronen was wandering in this 

area for an hour and a half and therefore had plenty of time to go to these areas or even 

further afield for these purchases. 

At exactly eight thirty a new luxury bus pulled up. I got on the bus … and was amazed at 

the luxury! … I leaned back and felt like a millionaire. (p.335) 

There are numerous firms who run buses between Mumbai and Ahmadabad. Some of 

these firms are private firms.  In addition to the private firms, there are also public road 

transport corporations running interstate services. As with the buses running between 

Mumbai and Goa, there are different degrees of comfort on the private buses running 

between Mumbai and Ahmadabad; some are air-conditioned whilst others are not; 

some have sleepers, others semi-sleepers (chairs which tilt backwards), whilst others 

have just seats. As to be expected, the fares on the public buses (and almost certainly 

the degree of comfort) are lower than those on the private firms.
168

  

After a year and a half in jail with its horrendous overcrowded conditions, Ronen could 

really appreciate a luxury bus, that he could honestly say that he “felt like a 

millionaire”. 

The bus was … mostly filled with Indian businessmen. After a few minutes the bus pulled 

out of the station [in Sion]. (pp.335-36) 

The location of the boarding points in Sion might depend on which firm‟s bus is 

selected and the locations include cafes, hotels, travel agents and possibly also the bus 

station.
169

 It is not clear whether the word “station” which is used in Ronen‟s book 

means the Sion Bus Station or one of these various firms‟ boarding points. 

Occasionally police officers came on the bus and ask passengers to present their 

passports. … [This caused Ronen to be afraid.] … I said the prayer for wayfarers more 

intently than I ever had before. (pp.336-37)  

Since most of the passengers on this journey were Indians why should they be asked to 

produce a passport? Maybe it was some sort of identification that they had to show. 

When beginning a journey, one has to recite the “Prayer the Wayfarers”. In this prayer, 

one asks the Almighty that the desired destination will be reached safely and that one 

should be rescued from any enemy, ambush, robbers and wild beasts which one might 

encounter on the journey. One only has to say this prayer once in a particular day and it 
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should preferably be recited during about the first four kilometres after leaving the city 

limits.
170

 Ronen was in far more of a danger than most travelers and one can therefore 

understand why he recited it more intently than he had ever said it before. 

[After about four hours travel] the bus finally stopped next to the guardhouse [at the border 

between the states of Maharashtra and Gujarat] on the side of the road.  The driver got off 

the bus with all the receipts with the names of all the passengers and brought them to the 

border guards. … After a few minutes the driver returned to the bus alone … and we 

continued our journey … into the Gujarat State. (p.337) 

The details given in the book on the crossing of the interstate border raise many 

questions. It states that the driver gave the border guards a list of the names of the 

passengers. The book would surely have stated if Ronen had been asked his name when 

buying his bus ticket and if so, did he give a fictitious name, since it would be very 

unadvisable to give his own name. In any case, one does not have to produce an 

identity card or passport to cross a state border within India.
171

  Sometimes one has to 

pay a tax to bring a vehicle into a state.
172

 Furthermore, customs duties have to be paid 

for certain goods if they are transferred across states.
173

 Any border checks would thus 

be for customs charges. In addition, in Gujarat alcohol is forbidden except for non-

Indians. This is the only state in India with such a law.
174

 As a result, it is smuggled in 

from the neighbouring states which include Maharashtra.
175

 Even truckloads of alcohol 

are smuggled in!
176

 It was probably connected with these taxes, customs duties and 

alcohol smuggling that the bus driver was speaking to the border officials.  Due to 

mental strain, Ronen obviously thought the worst and that they were checking who the 

passengers in the bus were. 

The location of the border between the states of Maharashtra and Gujarat is just before 

Bhilad, which is on the Gujarat side. Bhilad is a village whose population is about 

7,000 inhabitants and it is situated within the district of Valsad. It is named after a 

small nearby hill called Bhilkhai hill. This village even has its own railway station and 

this is also utilised by those living in nearby villages. Since it is surrounded on all sides 

by industrial areas, it is very popular for residential purposes.
177
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The journey by road from Mumbai to Ahmadabad goes almost entirely along National 

Highway 8. The total extent of this Highway is from Mumbai, the financial capital of 

India, to New Delhi, the federal capital. Its total length is nearly 1,400 kilometres. The 

first 550 kilometres of this highway is from Mumbai to Ahmadabad. In the stretch of 

Highway 8 within Mumbai, it is popularly known as the “Western Express 

Highway”.
178

  On the portion between Mumbai and Ahmadabad, the National Highway 

8 goes through a large number of small cities and towns. These include Kasa Khurd, 

Vapi, Chikhli, Bharuch and Vasad.
179

 The various settlements on this route are on the 

whole spread out and each one is tens of kilometres from the neighboring settlement.
180

  

This National Highway 8, is just one of the numerous highways in India. They are 

maintained by the National Highways Authority of India and each Highway has been 

designated by a number – the Mumbai-New Delhi Highway as number 8. The majority 

of these Highways are just two lanes wide, namely, one in each direction. However, in 

more developed areas, they may broaden into four lanes and closer to big cities, even to 

as many as eight lanes. Although the Highways in India are only about two per cent of 

the total road network, they in fact carry nearly 40 per cent of the total road traffic.
181

  

One might mention that in addition to the National Highways, India has also begun to 

construct National Expressways, which are usually four lanes wide. The first one, 

which was opened in 2004, and goes from Vadodara to Ahmadabad, is about 100 

kilometres long, and is, on part of its route parallel with National Highway 8. When 

travelling from Mumbai to Ahmadabad, one can transfer from National Highway 8 to 

this Expressway 1, and shorten the time of one‟s journey by about an hour and a half.
182

 

The bus travelled through dark forests, far away from urban life. (p.338) 

There are many areas in the state of Gujarat in which there are forests, some of which 

are classed as dense forests; these areas include Bharuch, Surat and Valsad.
183

 It was 

presumably through these forest areas that the bus that Ronen travelled on from 

Mumbai to Ahmadabad travelled.  

We reached Amdabar [Ahmadabad] early in the morning. (p.338) 
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The duration of the bus journey is between between Mumbai and Ahmadabad is about 

9 –14 hours.
184

 The book states that they departed from Sion in Mumbai at eight thirty 

in the evening. Thus they arrived in Ahmadabad “early in the morning”. On that 

Wednesday, 28 September, sunrise in Ahmadabad was just before 6.30 in the 

morning
185

 and thus it would be reasonably light soon after six o‟ clock.  

The book did not state where exactly in Ahmadabad Ronen alighted from the bus. 

There are in fact a number of bus stops (for example: Ankur, Gulab Tower, 

Laxminarayan Nagar, Wadaj) and bus stations (for example: AMTS Nava Vadaj, Lal 

Darwaja, Naroda, Vasna) in different parts of the city (although it is unlikely that an 

interstate bus whose route is Mumbai to Ahmadabad will go to the parts of Ahmadabad 

where some of these bus stops are situated).
186

 Since Ronen intended continuing his 

journey as quickly as possible, it is likely that he alighted close to Ahmadabad Railway 

Station or the Central Bus Station. (Incidentally, adjacent to the Central Bus Station 

there is a leprosy hospital.
187

) 

 Most of the residents of Amdabar [Ahmadabad] the capital city of Gujarat are Muslim. 

(p.339) 

The city of Ahmadabad was founded in the year 1411 and is named after its founder 

Sultan Ahmad Shah. The city is renowned as a great textile and commercial centre and 

is referred to as the “Manchester of the East”. It is a prosperous, thriving city and is the 

largest in the state of Gujarat and the seventh largest in India. It has a population of 

over four million inhabitants and is the fastest growing city in India. The official 

languages in this city are Hindi, English and Gujariti. During the course of the year, a 

number of fairs are held in Ahmadabad, most of them bearing some relevance to some 

religious belief or event.  

Ahmadabad was the capital city of the state of Gujarat between the years 1960 and 

1970. During that period, the city of Gandhinagar, named after Mahatma Gandhi, and 

situated 23 kilometres from Ahmadabad, was built. In 1970, Gandhinagar became the 

capital city of Gujarat in place of Ahmadabad.
188

  

As with almost every city in the world, Ahmadabad‟s inhabitants practiced a variety of 

religions, with not all the religions having the same number of adherents.  It is incorrect 

to state that most of the population of Ahmadabad are Muslims. According to the 2001 
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census of that city 84.62% of the population in Ahmadabad are Hindu, whilst only 

11.4% are Muslim.
 
 However, despite its relatively small size, the community of 

Muslims is culturally significant in Ahmadabad, and dates from the times of the 

sultanate.
189

 The rioting between Muslims and Hindus in Ahmadabad has resulted in 

there being separate Muslim and Hindu areas in the city.
190

 The Hindu areas are 

beautifully kept and are clean, whereas there is a stench of overflowing garbage in the 

Muslim areas, as a result of the municipality garbage workers refuse to enter these 

areas fearing for their lives.
191

  However, despite this racial tension in the city, in April 

2003 a Muslim woman was elected as mayor of Ahmadabad, and what is more, this 

occurred just a year after the city was ravaged by its worst communal riots in recent 

times.
192

  

I wanted to buy clothing from one of the stores so I could disguise myself as a Muslim. 

(p.339) 

Muslim dress is different from the dress of other religions, since under Islamic law, 

there are strict regulations regarding modest dressing for both women and men. A 

woman must cover her entire body with the exception of her face and hands. For a man, 

the minimum amount to be covered is between the naval and the knees. Although this 

may seem sparse compared with a woman‟s clothing, there are pertinent reasons for 

this ruling. Many Muslim men are employed as construction workers, farmers, and 

some spend most of the day working under a hot sun, and thus the wearing of as much 

clothing as a woman would be impractical. The term “hijab” refers to the way a 

Muslim man or woman dresses. For both women and men, the clothing must be thick 

enough not to be see-through. It must also be loose so as not to outline or distinguish 

the shape of the body. For this reason men often wear a loose, long-sleeved robe 

extending from the neck to the ankles, which comes in various colours. Such a garment 

is known as a “thobe” or a “thawb”.
193

  It is normally made of cotton, but heavier 

materials, such as sheep‟s wool is used during colder seasons.
194

 This thobe was quite 

possibly the garment that Ronen wanted to buy and it would have been quite different 

from the garments he was then wearing and thus it would act as a disguise. 
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I hired a rickshaw and asked the boy to take me to an area where I could find a clothing 

store. We circled the empty streets for about forty minutes, going from one closed store to 

another. (p.339) 

There is no shortage of ways to travel around the city of Ahmadabad. Although the 

black and yellow coloured taxis that are found in Mumbai are rare in Ahmadabad, there 

are private taxis which can be hired. With regards to public transport, there are 

numerous municipal buses run by the Ahmadabad Municipal Transport Services and 

they cover all the areas of the city. Also they charge a very nominal price for their 

services. Although they do not have a fixed time schedule, they operate on a regular 

basis.
195

  

For short distance, people prefer rickshaws. Originally, these were two or three 

wheeled vehicles which seats one or two persons and they would be physically pulled 

along by a human. In fact the word “rickshaw” originates from the Japanese word 

“jinrikisha” which literally means “human-powered vehicle”.
196

 Such rickshaws were 

later replaced by a three wheeled tricycle rickshaw which was pedal driven by a 

driver.
197

 At a still later date, this was replaced by a motorized version – often called an 

“auto”. Today this latest version is common all over India and provides clean and 

efficient transportation.
198

  

Every rickshaw driver has a fare chart which states how much the fare should be for 

different distances. There is also a meter to measure the distances travelled. The 

passenger is advised when entering such a vehicle to ensure that the driver sets the 

meter to zero and he should also look at the fare chart and pay accordingly.
199

  

It was early in the morning that Ronen went around Ahmadabad with the rickshaw 

driver but they found that the clothing shops were not yet open. Although a few shops 

might open at about ten o‟clock, most do not open until about eleven o‟clock or even 

eleven thirty
200

 and thus it was not surprising that Ronen did find one which was open 

so early in the morning.  

The book does not specify in which area of Ahmadabad they looked for a shop selling 

Muslim clothes but it was quite possibly in the area of the Central Bus Station. One of 

the shopping malls in this area which sells, amongst many other commodities, clothing, 

is Manek Chowk. These include several men‟s clothing shops, although it is not known 
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whether they stock Muslim garments.
201

 However, in this area is situated the mosque 

Jama Masjid. This mosque is described as the most beautiful mosque in India and it 

was built in the year 1423. It has 260 pillars which support 15 domes of varying 

heights. It also contains the mausoleum of Sultan Ahmed Shah, the founder of the city 

of Ahmadabad, and also the graves of the three great rulers of the Shah dynasty in 

Gujarat. Until this day, this mosque serves as a prayer place for hundreds of 

Muslims.
202

   

Since large numbers of Muslims come to pray in this mosque and there are five daily 

services in the Muslim ritual, this could indicate that Muslim clothing could be bought 

in this area. 

I went inside the station ... I went to the cashier and inquired about the next train to Jaipur 

in [the state of] Rajasthan. (p.339) 

Jaipur is the capital and also the largest city of the state of Rajasthan. It was founded in 

1727 and today has a population of nearly four million inhabitants. It is situated on the 

eastern side of Rajasthan and is in a semi-desert area. The streets are very well planned 

and are laid out into six sectors separated by broad streets. Hindi and Rajasthani are the 

most common languages spoken there, with English, Punjabi and Sindhi also being 

widely spoken. When the Prince of Wales visited Jaipur in 1853, the whole city was 

painted pink in his honour and until this day the avenues remain painted in pink, thus 

giving the city the nickname the “Pink City”.
203

 

To travel to Jaipur from Ahmadabad, one has a choice of a number of trains each day. 

The route taken by the trains is via Mehesana, Abu Road and Ajmer.
204

 The length of 

the journey is about 625 kilometres and the time taken for the journey is about 12 

hours. At the vast majority of the intermediate stations, the trains‟ stop time is 2 

minutes, but both Abu Road and Ajmer, it is 10 minutes.
205

 

However, for some reason, the train which the cashier informed Ronen was one which 

went on a longer route, namely via Udaipur, and it took much longer. Furthermore, as 

we shall now see, it was not a through train, but one that one would have to change at 

Udaipur. 
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In fact it was not possible to have a through train from Ahmadabad to Jaipur, due to 

different rail gauges. The rail gauge on the line between Ahmadabad and Udaipur is not 

the same as that between Udaipur and Jaipur.
206

 One must therefore change trains at 

Udaipur. 

Rail gauge is the distance between the inner sides of the heads of the two load bearing 

rails that make up a single railway line. Sixty per cent of the world‟s railways use a 

standard gauge of 1.435 metres.
207

 However, in India it was determined that, due to the 

local climatic conditions, a wider gauge of 1.676 metres, known as broad gauge, was 

advisable,
208

 and this is the gauge between Udaipur and Jaipur.
209

 However this is not 

the only gauge on the Indian railways. In fact, three other gauges are to be found,
210

 one 

of them being the metre gauge on the line between Ahmadabad and Udaipur.
211

  

I bought a ticket [to Jaipur] and ran … in the direction of the train. ... I went into a 

carriage panting… I went from car to car looking for a place to sit. All the cars were full, 

but after a long search I found an empty seat. … I sat on a bench opposite an Indian 

family. (p.340)  

As at 2005, the Indian railway system spanned over 63,000 route kilometres. It 

comprised more than 8,000 stations and more than 13 million passengers travelled each 

day on 14,000 trains.
212

  

The trains run on diesel fuel or electricity depending on the route. At the front of each 

train are the driver and his assistant, and at the tail end is the guard who is in charge of 

the train. As with other countries in the world, in India there are various classes of 

travel and the more ones pays for one‟s ticket, the better travelling conditions one 

receives, but compared with western prices, the fares are very cheap indeed! These 

classes of travel include second class general compartment, second class sleeper 

compartment, air-conditioned second class sleeper, and first class compartments. The 

second class sleeper class is the main chunk of a typical express train with each coach 

holding about 72 passengers and the bunks which are three tier with each three tiers 

facing a another three. Each train has a luggage van attached at the ends of each train 

and most long distance trains also have a pantry car which serves meals, snacks and 

drinks.  
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In almost all the classes of travel, tickets can be booked up to 60 days in advance of 

travelling and a reservation made. In fact, the only tickets that one can buy at the 

railway station, and one can even do so when the train is standing at the platform ready 

for departure, is for a second class general compartment. There are no seat reservations 

in this class of travel. In this class, there are often two such carriages at the front of a 

train and two at the back. The seats are wooden and are in rows of two facing each 

other. There are no sleeping berths and thus if one was on a long journey, one would 

have to sleep in a sitting position. The physical conditions on this class are a bare 

minimum. There are four squat toilets for each carriage, two wash basins and fans. 
213

  

Since Ronen purchased his ticket immediately before travel, he obviously travelled in a 

second class general compartment. This is confirmed by his comments that he “sat on a 

bench opposite an Indian family” which is the layout of seats in this class of travel. 

These carriages are often overcrowded and one will have to search for a seat. Even after 

finding a seat, there is no guarantee that you will be able to hold on to it for the entire 

journey. Should one leave it unattended even for a few minutes, someone else may 

meanwhile occupy it!
214

 It indeed took Ronen a long time to find a seat due to the 

overcrowding. 

It was a nerve wracking trip which lasted the whole day. The train stopped every twenty 

minutes in a different village. … At many stations the locals would come on to the train 

and sold [light refreshments]. (p.340) 

On which train did Ronen travel? A train which in September 2005, “stopped every 

twenty minutes in a different village” was the Mewar Fast Passenger.
215

 This train 

started from Ahmadabad and its final destination was Udaipur. As stated above, there 

could physically not be any through trains from Ahmadabad to Jaipur, due to the 

change in railway gauges, and as a result one would have to change trains at Unaipur.  

This train departed from Ahmadabad at 7.05 in the morning and arrived at Udaipur at 

17.15 in the late afternoon. Between Ahmadabad and Udaipur there were thirty stops, 

the average distance between each stop was about twenty minutes and the train waited 

at each stop for two minutes. The stops included Naroda, Talod, Sunak, Lusadiya, 

Jagabor, Shalashah Thana, Semari, Zawar and Umra. An exception was Himmatnagar 

which was a junction, where the stop was for ten minutes.
216

 Himmatnagar, which 

literally means the “Town of Courage” has two palaces in the town and is also famous 

for Asia‟s best Horse Training Centre.
217

 For the first part of the journey from 
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Ahmadabad, this train only stopped at every other station. For stations such as Sahijpur, 

Jaliya Math and Khari Amrapur,
218

 it did not stop. Only local trains that travelled 

relatively short distances stopped at these stations.
219

  

Between Lusadiya and Jugabor is the border between Gujarat and Rajasthan,
220

 but 

Ronen made no special mention of crossing this border. He does however comment 

that at each station on this entire route, police looked at the passengers in each carriage, 

but almost certainly not specifically for him.  

One may well ask why Ronen did not take a direct express train all the way from 

Ahmadabad to Jaipur.   

In 2005 (the period of Ronen‟s escape) there were several trains each day which went 

between Ahmadabad and Jaipur. There was the Ahmadabad-Delhi Mail which departed 

on this route every day at about 10 o‟clock every morning. There was also the Ashram 

Express which made this daily run, departing from Ahmadabad at 17.45. The first of 

these two trains took about thirteen and a half hours for the journey, whilst the second 

was a little faster and took just under eleven hours.
221

  

In addition there were the Bandra-Jaipur Express and the Bhuj-Bareilly Express which 

began their journeys before Ahmadabad where they arrived at 5.45 and 19.15 

respectively and they then went on to Jaipur.
222

 

There were also the Uttaranchal Express, and the Portbandar–Delhi Sarai Rohilla 

Express, which took this route but they did not make this journey on Wednesday, 

which was the day that Ronen travelled by train from Ahmadabad.
223

  

All these trains would have been much quicker that going via Udaipur. On the other 

hand, Ronen would have had to wait about an additional three hours in Ahmadabad for 

the earliest of these trains, namely the Ahmadabad-Delhi Mail. Not having secured the 

Muslim garments to act as a disguise, Ronen obviously wanted to travel as far away 
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from Mumbai as quickly as possible. It is also possible that the only information that 

the cashier gave him was for the next train, namely, the slow train via Udaipur. 

[A passenger informed Ronen that] the train wouldn‟t reach Jaipur until one o‟clock in the 

morning. ... Everyone [in Jaipur] would be sleeping [at that hour] and I wouldn‟t find a 

place to sleep. It would be very dangerous to sleep in the street without a passport. I 

decided to get off the train at Udaipur, a big city that the train would reach at eight thirty 

at night. [p.341]   

From a study of railway timetables, it seems that the times of day given in the book are 

not accurate. Ronen left Mumbai on a bus to Ahmadabad at eight thirty in the evening. 

He arrived in Ahmadabad “early in the morning”. The earliest time that this could have 

been, when taking into account both the minimum time a bus would take to go from 

Mumbai to Ahmadabad and the time of sunrise that day, would be soon after six 

o‟clock. Ronen states that he then drove around in a rickshaw in Ahmadabad looking 

for a shop selling Muslim clothes for a period of forty minutes. He then went to the 

railway station, made enquiries regarding a train to Jaipur, and later returned to the 

station and just managed to catch this train. It would seem that the train was the Mewar 

Fast Passenger which departed at 7.05. According to the book, there was a lot of 

activity between soon after six o‟clock and 7.05. It is thus quite possible than his time 

on the rickshaw was rather less than forty minutes.  

A further time inaccuracy was regarding the time he arrived in Udaipur. According to 

the timetable, the scheduled time was quarter past five, whereas he stated in the book 

that it was half past eight.  It is also possible that this train arrived much later than the 

timetable time, namely at eight thirty - something which is not unusual for trains in 

India!
224

 However, as we shall soon see, the next stage in Ronen‟s journey seems to 

confirm that he arrived in Udaipur well before eight thirty. 

Ronen states that a passenger told him that they would arrive in Jaipur at one o‟clock in 

the morning. Either the passenger was incorrect or the time he told Ronen is incorrectly 

reported in the book. Since Ronen adds that he was worried that he would not find a 

place to sleep at that time of night in Jaipur, it would seem, as we shall now see, that 

the passenger erred regarding the arrival time. 

In 2005, around the period of Ronen‟s escape, the Chetak Express departed daily from 

Udaipur at 18.15 hours and arrived in Jaipur at 5.20 in the morning
225

 – a journey of 

436 kilometres and of duration about eleven hours. This would have been a reasonably 

good connection with a train arriving at Udaipur at 17.15 hours. A less good connection 

was the Lake City Express which departed daily from Udaipur at 20.50 hours and 
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arrived in Jaipur at 7.15 in the morning.
226

 Thus, even on the earlier of these two trains, 

Ronen could not have arrived at Jaipur at one o‟ clock in the morning  

Udaipur, which is situated at the southern end of the state of Rajasthan, is known as the 

“City of Lakes”. It was founded by Maharana Udai Singh II in 1559. It is also known as 

the “Venice of the East” and is also nicknamed the “Lake City”. The lakes in this city 

include Fateh Sagar Lake and Lake Pichola and they are considered as some of the 

most beautiful lakes in this state. Furthermore, the city is also rated as one of the most 

beautiful cities in the world. There are also a number of palaces in the city, the largest 

palace complex being known as the “City Palace”. This palace was built on a hill top 

which gives it a panoramic view of the city and its surroundings. Other beautiful 

palaces include the Monsoon Palace which is also known as Sajjan Garh Palace. 

Udaipur has a population of just over half a million.
227

  

[From Udaipur, Ronen telephoned his wife – Wednesday, 28 September - and she told 

him] This morning all the newspapers [in India] were filled with articles about you and 

your escape along with pictures. Even here in Israel the Yediot Achronot had an article 

about you this morning [which included details of Ronen‟s escape and of details of his 

family.] (pp.342-43) 

On Wednesday, 28 September, there were indeed articles on Ronen‟s escape in at least 

two English language Indian newspapers,
228

 but no articles appeared that day in the 

Israeli newspaper Yediot Acharonot, nor did they appear that day in Ma‟ariv. However, 

on the following day, there were articles in both of these newspapers, but not in 

Ha‟aretz nor in the Jerusalem Post.  

The larger by far of the two articles was in Yediot Acharonot and occupied about a 

third of a page with a massive headline “Israeli flees from Indian Jail”. It began by 

stating that “the Mumbai police were making a massive manhunt after Ronen Dvash 

aged 33, who had been arrested with a suitcase full of hashish and had succeeded two 

days earlier to escape from under the noses of the police.” The article continued that 

Ronen “had denied any connection with the drugs which had been found in his 

possession and argued that he had arrived in India in order to purchase clothes for his 

brother‟s shop.” The article then went on to state how he had been sitting in jail for 

over a year awaiting  trial and how in India one can wait many years until the end of 

one‟s trial. On his family status, it said that Ronen was married and had two children. It 

then reported how he was not feeling well, was taken for tests to a hospital, asked to 
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use the toilet, closed the door and fled through the window, without the police guarding 

him realising what had happened.
229

 

The article in Ma‟ariv was just a small part of a single column and was headed “Israeli 

Citizen Escaped from Jail in India”. This paper also stated Ronen‟s family status, and 

that several months earlier he had contracted malaria and had been brought for 

treatment to a local hospital. The article then commented that the guarding of him was 

not as efficient as it should have been and thus he managed to escape.
230

  

[In this telephone conversation, Ronen‟s wife also told him about a man called] Avraham 

who lives in Varanasi. He has a place there called „Ohel Avraham‟ …  He is waiting for 

you. (p.343)  

As in the case mentioned above in Mumbai, where the book changes the “Chabad 

House” to “Israeli restaurant‟, the author also here changes the name of the place to 

“Ohel Avraham” and the person running it as “Avraham”. However, in his lectures he 

identifies the name of the place as “Habayit Hayehudi” (the Jewish House) and also 

gives the name of the person then running it as Eliezer Botzer. We shall therefore also 

use these names. 

[Since all trains to Varanasi went via New Delhi, Ronen was afraid that the police would 

be looking for him there. He therefore opted for a taxi.] I went to an area with a lot of taxis 

… and I found a driver who agreed to take me [to Varanasi]. ....We left at ten o‟clock. The 

driver told me it would take around thirty hours to get to Varanasi. ... At four in the 

morning we reached the border between [the Indian states] Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh. 

... [The border guards told the taxi driver] that he would have to pay three thousand five 

hundred rupees to get a permit to enter Uttar Pradesh. … even if we combined all our 

money it would not be enough [to cover this amount]. (pp.344-45) 

It would seem that the shortest and quickest route from Udaipur which is in the state of 

Rajasthan to Varanasi, which is in the state of Uttar Pradesh is to travel almost due east 

and go via Chittaurgarh, Kota, Shivpuri, Jhansi, Orai and Fatehpur. This is a distance of 

about 1,120 kilometres and the journey takes over 16 hours.
231

   

The disadvantage of this route, as far as Ronen was concerned, was that it involves 

crossing two state borders - Rajasthan to Madhya Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh to Uttar 

Pradesh - with the consequent additional possible border inspections.   

The book clearly states that the border Ronen intended crossing was between Rajasthan 

and Uttar Pradesh. No further details of the route taken are given, but there are several 
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possibilities based on a reasonable assumption that the border crossing chosen by 

Ronen was the one just beyond Bharatpur. 

One of these routes in Rajasthan is via Beawar, Ajmer, Jaipur, Mahwa and Bharatpur; 

another is via  Bhilwara,  Shahpura, Kekri, Chaksu, Dausa  and Bharatpur;  a third is 

via Bhilwara,  Shahpura, Tonk, Gangapur, Bayana and Bharatpur. After crossing the 

border into Uttar Pradesh, to reach Varanasi one goes via Agra, Kanpur and Fatehpur. 

The journey is about 1,250 kilometres, which is only slightly longer than the above due 

east route and takes about 18 hours.
232

 Ronen had obviously preferred to minimise the 

number of state border crossings and chose a longer route in which there was to be only 

one state border crossing, namely direct from Rajasthan to Uttar Pradesh.   

The journey by car (or taxi) from Udaipur to the border with Uttar Pradesh, just beyond 

Bharatpur, is about 600 kilometres and takes nearly nine hours.
233

 As stated above, the 

train from Ahmadabad to Udaipur arrived at 17.15 hours rather than 20.30 as stated in 

the book, and thus the arrival at the state border at about four o‟clock in the morning 

could be a reasonable approximation. 

The demand by the border guards to the taxi driver that he would have to pay three 

thousand five hundred rupees to get a permit to enter Uttar Pradesh is not at all clear. 

As stated earlier, there is no fee to cross a state border in India. A fee can be demanded 

to take certain vehicles across or to transport certain produces. It could well be that the 

border guards were demanding this money for their own pockets! 

The only thing [solution for a source of money to pay the border guards] was to find a 

branch of Western Union and ask my family to send money. The [taxi] driver made a u-

turn and we started looking for a Western Union. [p.345]  

The Western Union Company is a financial services and communications company 

which is based in the United States.  It was founded in 1851 in Rochester, New York as 

the “The New York and Mississippi Valley Printing Telegraph Company”, but five 

years later changed its name to “Western Union Telegraph Company”. Its function was 

to transmit telegrams all over the world and this service continued until 2006, and it 

was the best known United States company in the business of exchanging telegrams. In 

1871, the company introduced its person to person money transfer service, based on its 

extensive telegraph network. As the telephone replaced the telegraph, money transfers 

became its primary business. As of December 2005, the company had 250,000 Western 
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Union agent locations in over 195 countries and territories.
234

  This of course included 

many agents in the area of Rajasthan
235

 where Ronen then was.  

After an hour and a half we reached a little village in the middle of the desert. … It was a 

wealthy village with huge, well-kept homes. The houses had private swimming pools and 

fancy cars next to them.… I couldn‟t believe how a village of millionaires blossomed in the 

middle of the Rajasthan desert. (p.345) 

About sixty percent of the total geographical area of the state of Rajasthan consists of   

desert. This desert is the Thar Desert, (it is also known as the Great Indian Desert) and 

it also extends into the southern portions of the states of Haryana and Punjab and into 

the northern portion of the state of Gujarat. The desert also forms a natural boundary 

which runs along the border between India and Pakistan. The area of this desert is more 

than 200,000 square kilometres and is the seventh largest desert in the world. There are 

three principal landforms is this desert region. They are the predominantly sand 

covered Thar, the plains with hills including the central dune free country and the semi-

arid area surrounding the Aravalli range.
236

 

The book gives no further details as to the identity of the village that Ronen reached, or 

even more precise details as to its location. Furthermore, to state that that village is 

situated only an hour and a half‟s drive from the border with Uttar Pradesh, and that it 

is in the middle of the Rajasthan desert cannot be correct. The Thar Desert does not 

extend so far east as to even approach the border with Uttar Pradesh. One would need 

to travel far more than one and a half hours to reach this desert at all, and even 

considerably more to reach the middle of this desert. 

I submitted the following question in April 2010 to IndiaMike in the hope that this 

village might be identified: “Wealthy village in Rajasthan: I read about a certain little 

village situated in the desert in the state of Rajasthan about one and a half hours drive 

from the border with the state of Uttar Pradesh. This village is very wealthy and has 

large houses with luxurious furniture, carpets, televisions and private swimming pools, 

and the owners have expensive cars. Can anyone please help me identify this village? 

Thank you.” However, even after about 450 people had viewed this question over a 

long period of time, there was not even one suggested answers to this question.
237

 

 

Some days after I had submitted my question to IndiaMike, “chooper786” sent my 

question to “Phasor”. There, there were a couple of replies to this question. 

“NucleusFermi” wrote that “there can be many such [in the east of Rajasthan], and 
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“nikjerry” wrote “I have heard about this wealthy village in Rajasthan”.
238

 However, as 

can been seen, these two answers did not advance my identification of this village, 

A possibility that could be put forward is that this village is situated in the Shekhawati 

area of Rajasthan. This area, whose size is nearly 13,800 square kilometres, is situated 

in the north-eastern part of the state and it is a semi-desert area.
239

   

The name Shekhawati is named after a great warrior named Rao-Shekha, who 

established this area. He ruled over this territory for many years and died in the year 

1488, near Ralawta.
240

  

The Shekhawati area includes the districts of Sikar and Jhunjhunu. There the 

Shekhawats built many imposing buildings. Some specific examples are Roop Niwas 

Kothi, which was established as a large country house by Rawal Madan Singh who was 

the former ruler of Nawalgarh. This house sits on an area of over 0.4 square kilometres 

and its facade is painted in charming colour ochre. Another example is Mukundgarh 

Fort, which today has been converted into a hotel. It was built in 1859 in a traditional 

style and spreads over over 8,000 square metres. It has several courtyards, balconies 

which look as if they are hanging in the air, arched windows and corridors which 

display the richness, diversity and tradition of the Shekhawati wall paintings.
241

 

However, there are numerous villages within these two districts and it is impossible 

from the book to know which one Ronen is referring to. It can be said, however, that 

within these two districts in the Shekhawati are to be found the types of homes 

described in the book. There, wealthy business magnates live in palatial buildings 

adorned with fresco paintings in different colours and shades.
242

 Artists were 

commissioned to paint frescos in these houses and these frescos are noted for depicting 

mythological themes.  The buildings are known as “havelis”, which is the term used for 

a building of personal residence in the Shekhawati area. This word is of Persian origin, 

meaning “an enclosed place”, since they used to be closed from all sides with one big 

strong main gate. The largest havelis could have up to three to four courtyards and were 

two to three stories high.
243
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The distance from the border to these areas is just over 300 kilometres and it would 

take about five hours to reach them, (by avoiding crossing state borders)
244

 and not just 

an hour and a half as stated in the book, although in the middle of the night, when there 

is very little traffic on the roads, as it was in the case of Ronen, it could well be less.   

We asked someone if there was a branch of Western Union there and he told us that a few 

houses down the road lived the manager of the local Western Union branch. ... We went to 

the house that we were directed to. [The manager fed Ronen with fruit salad, allowed him 

to take a shower and made the necessary arrangements for money to be transferred to 

Ronen via Western Union.] (pp.345-349) 

Since we do not know the location of this village, it is not possible to identify which 

Western Union branch, he was manager of.  There are numerous Western Union agents 

in the Jhunjhunu area, some of which are located in the city of Jhunjhunu, and others 

located in Chirawa, Bagar and Dhundlod. There are also a large number in the Sikar 

area, some of which are located in the city of Sikar, and others located at Jakhal and 

Nawalgarh. These branches are to be found in a whole variety of places - banks, post 

offices, travel agents, various stores, cafes, gas service stations. They are usually open 

each day from about 9 or 10 in the morning until the evening hours, with many being 

closed on Sundays.
245

 It is possible that it was at one of these branches that he was the 

manager. 

 „I [the Western Union manager speaking to Ronen] have a driver who I work with who 

would be happy to take you to Varanasi. ... I am going to join you on the trip. ... We have 

twenty-four hours travel ahead of us.‟ ... We travelled on for many long hours through the 

desert. [Several stops were made during the course of the journey so that they could take 

short naps.] (pp.347-352) 

A route from Jhunjhunu to Varanasi goes via Alwar, Agra, Kanpur and Fatehpur.
 246

 

The world famous Taj Mahal is in Agra. This building is regarded as one of the most 

beautiful buildings in the world, and it is reported that in 2003, more than three million 

people visited it. In 2007, this building was voted as one of the “New Seven Wonders 

of the World”. It was built as a mausoleum by the Mughal emperor Shah Jahan in 

memory of his third wife in the first half of the seventeenth century. It took over twenty 

years to build and utilised thousands of artisans and craftsman.
247
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The distance from Jhunjhunu to Varanasi is just under 950 kilometres and the journey 

normally takes a little over 13 hours.
248

 Even if the time taken when they stopped and 

slept amounts to 4 hours, it still leaves about 7 hours unaccounted for. However, the 

book states that they travelled for many long hours through the desert. But Jhunjhunu is 

right at the edge of the desert. However, it is possible that the manager did not go 

directly to Varanasi but attended to various items of his own business in places situated 

within this desert for these 7 hours. 

„Ohel Avraham‟ [Habayit Hayehudi in Varanasi] ... [is]  surrounded by a maze of narrow 

alleyways that are restricted to pedestrian traffic. The driver brought me as close as 

possible.  ... I found an old man who agreed to escort me there ... It was a relief when I 

saw a building with Hebrew letters saying „Welcome to Ohel Avraham of Varanasi‟. 

(pp.352-53) 

Varanasi is one of the oldest inhabited cities in the world and it is reputed to be at least 

three thousand years old, and it is situated in the south eastern side of the state of Uttar 

Pradesh. This state is the most populous state in India and accounts for over sixteen 

percent of the total population of the country. Other names for Varanasi are Benares 

and Kashi. It has a population of over 1,300,000 people and it is situated on the banks 

of the Ganges River, 320 kilometres from the state capital Lucknow. It is a holy city for 

Hindus and is one of seven most holy places for them in India, with more than a million 

pilgrims visiting the city every year.
249

   

Varanasi is famed for its “ghats”. A ghat is a very special type of embankment, which 

is actually a long flight of wide stone steps leading down to the river. Hindis will use 

some of these ghats to go into the River Ganges for a ritual bathing. Some of the ghats 

are used for cremation purposes. In the course of nearly seven kilometres on the 

Ganges waterfront are to be found nearly one hundred ghats. Some of them are big, 

whilst others of them are small. They were built during the eighteenth and nineteenth 

centuries.
250

    

This city is also a pilgrimage site for Buddhists and Jains.  In addition, the city is 

famous for its fine arts and crafts and especially so in the field of silk weaving. It is also 

a seat of learning, having several universities and colleges teaching a whole variety of 

subjects.
251

  

Varanasi's “Old City”, which is situated near the banks of Ganges, consists of a maze of 

crowded narrow winding lanes that are flanked by road-side shops and scores of Hindu 
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temples.
252

  Some of the alleys are so narrow that cars cannot fit through.
253

  In fact, 

taxis are only allowed to go up to a certain point, and thus Ronen‟s taxi could not go as 

far as Habayit Hayehudi. These alleys are full of many pedestrians, motorcyclists, 

bicyclists and cows. In fact cows are quite common in Varanasi and other forms of 

traffic have to work around them.
 254

 There are numerous advertisement boards in these 

lanes. Naturally, some are in Hindi, but there are also many in English to attract the 

tourists and there are even some in Hebrew.
255

 One restaurant even advertises in its 

menu “Israeli pitza”.
256

  

This maze of streets in the Old City is confusing to the tourist, one of whom wrote in a 

review, “We would not venture to the Old City ourselves because it is a maze of 

extremely narrow streets and we knew we would never be able to find our way out. The 

guide was well worth it or I would still be lost in there instead of writing this 

review.”
257

 It was thus fortunate that Ronen found an old man who was prepared to 

escort him to Habayit Hayehudi! 

In summary, Varanasi is often referred to “the city of temples”, “the holy city of India”, 

“the religious capital of India”, “the city of lights”, and “the city of learning”.
258

  

As stated above, we see from Ronen‟s lectures that the book changed the name of the 

place Ronen went to in Varanasi from “Habayit Hayehudi” to “Ohel Avraham”. 

Although in most places in the world, Chabad were the pioneers to set up houses to 

draw people back to Judaism, in India the first organisation to do so was “Habayit 

Hayehudi” who began its work there in 1997.  

The first Habayit Hayehudi established in India was set up by Rabbi Michi Yosefi in 

Dharamsala in northern India, and at a later date they were directed by Rabbi Eliezer 

Botzer, who originally came from Safed in Israel.
259

 Their activities included lectures, 
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workshops and singing and were run by suitable young people who were involved in 

education. Those attending the activities were in the main non-religious Israelis.
260

 

A number of branches of Habayit Hayehudi were established in India, including one in 

Varanasi. The Varanasi one was in operation over each Pesach and also over the period 

of the Tishri Festivals.
261

 It was just a few days before Rosh Hashanah that Ronen 

arrived in Varanasi and Habayit Hayehudi was already open for the Tishri Festivals.  

Habayit Hayehudi in Varanasi would rent a small hotel from the Indians. At first they 

rented a certain hotel which is situated about half a kilometre from Varanasi Railway 

Station and about 3 kilometres from the River Ganges.
262

 At a later date they rented the 

Ganga Guest House
263

 and this was place they were at in 2005 when Ronen was there. 

On the second floor [of the Ganga Guest House] I saw a large balcony. (p.353) 

The Ganga Guest House is situated amongst a maze of streets at B30/250A Nagwa. 

This is near Assi Ghat, which is one of the ghats next to the Ganges River.
264

 The 

Tourist Guide booklet for Varanasi writes of this ghat: “It traditionally constitutes the 

southern end of the conventional city. The ghat is located on the confluence of Ganga 

and Asi. A dip in the river at this place is considered very holy, especially in the month 

of Chatiya (March/April) and Magh (Jan/Feb).”
265

 This guest house is one of the 

Government of India‟s approved paying guest houses in Varanasi. It is privately owned 

by Kailash Nishad, who is also a famous musician.
266

 The guest house building consists 

of five double bedrooms and has three floors and employs two people.
267

 It is smaller 

than the previous hotel that Habayit Hayehudi rented. 

Habayit Hayehudi would rent the top two floors of the Ganga Guest House which 

comprised four rooms. They served food and occasionally allowed people to sleep 

there. It was mainly non-religious Israelis who visited the place, some on a daily basis 
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and some for Shabbat and Festivals. They would also utilise the roof and for Sukkot 

they would build a Sukkah there.
268

   

A Jewish girl reported on her stay at this guest house: “Happy 24th birthday in 

Varanasi, India ... I went off to Varanasi for the first time. Here I spent Yom Kipur and 

Sucot which also was my birthday. It was really nice to spent [sic] it in the „Jewish 

House‟ [Habayit Hayehudi] with a nice family and many good people .... I went on to 

my Daily Yoga class. In the evening I went to the Jewish House where I met nice 

people, to Celebrate my (and Tal‟s – another Israeli birthday girl) birthday ... Under the 

„Suca‟.”
269

   

A Pesach seder was celebrated yearly at this guest house and it has been hosted by the 

families of Rabbi Eliezer Botzer from Yitzar in the Shomron and Rabbi Oded David 

from Pardes Chana.
270

   

There were all sorts of instruments on the tables, guitars and drums and many books of 

Rebbe Nachman [of Breslov]. (p.353) 

Music holds a central part amongst Breslov Chasidim. The numerous recordings of 

their songs are either a band playing, or an instrumental accompaniment to singing.
271

 

Thus we can understand why there were “all sorts of instruments on the tables, guitars 

and drums” in this guest house. 

There are also many books which were written by Rebbe Nachman, which were 

published and disseminated mainly after his death by his closest student Reb Noson. 

These include “Likutey Moharan” which are Rebbe Nachman‟s major Torah discourses 

and which were transcribed by Reb Noson, who in many cases was able to check the 

transcript with the Rebbe; “Sippurei Ma‟asiyot”  are 13 stories with deep spiritual 

lessons; “Tikkun Haklali”, are ten Psalms to be recited as a repentance for certain sins; 

“Sefer Hamidot”  is a collection of practical advice which has been gleaned from Torah 

sources and is presented as epigrams or maxims and arranged alphabetically by 
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topics.
272

 It was probably these books, or at least some of them, which Ronen saw in 

this guest house. 

I immediately felt at home. ... Avraham prepared a small room for me next to the roof, with 

a bed and a fan. The window looked out onto the Ganges River. (pp.353-54) 

The Ganga Guest House is situated close to the Ganges River which is on the eastern 

side of the guest house and thus Ronen could easily see it from the window of his third 

floor room.
273

  

[Ronen telephoned his wife who informed him that she had] called Rabbi Ovadiah Yosef 

to ask him how I should proceed on Shabbat. „The Rabbi said that since you are in a state 

of pikuach nefesh [danger to life] you should continue traveling on Shabbat.‟ [However 

when the Rabbi heard that Ronen was in a safe place, he said should stay there over 

Shabbat.] (p.354) 

Rabbi Ovadiah Yosef was born in Baghdad in 1920 and four years later immigrated to 

Jerusalem. Between 1958 and 1965, he served as a dayan (Rabbinical judge) on the 

Jerusalem District Rabbinical Court. He was then elevated to the Supreme Rabbinical 

Court and in 1965 became the Sefaradi Chief Rabbi of Tel-Aviv, a position which he 

held until he was elected in 1973 as the Sefaradi Chief Rabbi of Israel. For the next ten 

years he held this position. In 1984, the Shas political party was founded in Israel under 

the leadership of Rabbi Yosef and he remains its spiritual leader today. This party 

represents the interests of the religiously observant Sefaradi Jews. Rabbi Yosef has 

written numerous responsa and these are noted for citing almost every source regarding 

a specific topic, and he is regarded as one of the greatest Rabbis of the generation.
274

 

Numerous people submit religious questions to Rabbi Yosef for him to answer and 

amongst these questions was one by Ronen‟s wife asking what Ronen should do that 

Shabbat in view of the life threatening conditions which he faced. There is a principle 

that pikuach nefesh [danger to life] overrides Shabbat and this is even so when there is 

a doubt whether it is a case of pikuach nefesh. Not only may one desecrate Shabbat to 

save lives, one is obligated to do so and the quicker one acts, the more one is to be 

praised.
275

 Even if afterwards it were to be found unnecessary for some reason to have 

desecrated Shabbat, one will have still done a great thing.
276

 Usually pikuach nefesh is 

associated with a person having some illness which could even remotely be life 

threatening. However, this is not always the case, A person can be completely healthy 

but the situation could be such that could lead to a danger to life, Examples could be if 
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there were a fire in a building or serious flooding in the area or an electric power line 

had fallen in the street. In all such cases, one can desecrate Shabbat to eliminate such a 

danger.
277

 

Ronen was in such a situation, since if he were to be caught by the police, he would 

have immediately been returned to the jail, with the life threatening conditions there. 

Were it not for the temporary safety of Habayit Hayehudi, the safest solution for him 

would have been to travel as quickly as possible, including on Shabbat, towards getting 

out of India.   

Avraham called me to immerse in the mikvah, which he had improvised on the roof from a 

water tank. ... It was an awesome experience. (p.355) 

Before each Shabbat there are various preparations which are done in honour of 

Shabbat. One should wash one‟s whole body in hot water, or at a minimum, one‟s 

hands and face (and in places where one goes barefooted one‟s feet).
278

 Some people, 

especially Chasidim, also immerse in a mikvah.
279

 A mikvah is a ritual bath made to 

certain rigid specifications. In the case of a mikvah for just men, one may use ordinary 

tap water, as distinct from non-drawn water which has to be used in a women‟s 

mikvah.
280

  For both a men‟s and women‟s mikvah, the water must be “stationery”, 

namely there must be no leakage of water from the mikvah, and also the mikvah must 

not be classed as a “vessel”.
281

 The definition of the term “vessel” in the mikvah 

context will be explained below. 

The placing of a mikvah on a roof, as was the case in the Varanasi mikvah, is rather 

unusual. However, in a book written in 1930, Rabbi David Miller writes about mikvahs 

and how one can easily build one in one‟s home!
282

 Incidentally, the book came under a 

lot of criticism, since he argued that the New York tap water did not come under the 

category of “drawn water” and therefore could be used in a women‟s mikvah.
283

 

However, here we are talking about a men‟s mikvah, where one can use tap water, and 

so even if one does not accept Rabbi Miller‟s views on this point, it does not affect the 

validity of his other points. 

For the materials for the construction of the vessel for the mikvah, Rabbi Miller 

suggested amongst other things wood which was suitably lined to prevent water 
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leakage, or galvanized sheet-metal. (“Galvanizing” is done by electroplating a layer of 

zinc on to the iron in order to prevent rusting.)
284

 

Even though mikvahs are usually built at ground level or below the ground level, to 

avoid the problem of it being a “vessel”, Rabbi Miller explains how it can be built even 

at a higher level. He gives a list of rules and conditions to make a vessel into a 

permitted receptacle to be used as a mikvah. It must first be made incapable of holding 

water by making a certain size hole at the bottom of the vessel. It is then set 

permanently on the ground or building, and only then is the hole mended, but in such a 

way that when the vessel is lifted from the ground or building, the repairing material 

will come off leaving the original hole.
285

  

This is very likely the method that Eliezer used to construct this mikvah. Since he 

constructed it from a water tank, it was obviously made of metal. 

A similar opinion can also be found in Rabbi Simchah Rabinowitz series of books 

“Piskei Teshuvot”, where he writes that a bath tub which has a hole of 3.8 centimetres 

in diameter and is attached to the ground can be used according to all opinions as a 

men‟s mikvah provided it holds the correct minimum quantity of water, and the hole is 

plugged up to prevent any leakage.
286

  

To be able to go to a mikvah after a year and a half in jail, was clearly to Ronen “an 

awesome experience”. 

I dressed in the new Shabbat clothes I was given, organized my room in honour of 

Shabbat. (p.355) 

The Talmud states that one‟s Shabbat garments should not be like one‟s weekday 

garments.
287

 The outer garments, such as a jacket and hat should be reserved especially 

for Shabbat and they should be nicer than one‟s weekday ones. They should be clean 

and laundered, but if they are not dirty they don‟t have to be washed each week. The 

inner garments, provided they are clean, need not be reserved for Shabbat. However, it 

is nice that one‟s other garments, other than underwear, also be reserved for Shabbat.
288
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It is stated in the Shulchan Aruch that the house must also be arranged in honour of 

Shabbat.  All the tables should be covered with tablecloths, which are left on 

throughout Shabbat. The beds should also have covers over them.
289

  

Ronen followed all these instructions with regards to his clothes and to his room. 

When the sun began to set, Avraham went up to the roof dressed splendidly in complete 

Chasidic garb, including a shtreimel. (p.355) 

Shabbat begins just before sunset on a Friday. The duration of Shabbat is about 25 

hours. On the face of it, it might seem strange that it is longer than 24 hours – the 

normal length of a day. The reason is that it has not been resolved as to when the 

Jewish day begins. It could be at sunset, or it could be when it is dark, namely, when 

one can see 3 medium stars. In addition, one must add some minutes to both before the 

commencement and after the termination of Shabbat. One therefore begins Shabbat, 

some minutes before sunset and finishes it some minutes after dark.
290

 All this makes 

its length about 25 hours. On 30 September 2005, the time of sunset in Varanasi was 

17.45, and according to custom, the commencement of Shabbat was at about 17.25.
291

 

Before the commencement of every Shabbat, Chasidim put on their traditional Shabbat 

garb. Chasidism is a movement which was founded in Eastern Europe in the 18th 

century by Rabbi Yisrael Baal Shem Tov.
292

 Today there are numerous different groups 

of Chasidim, who are named after the town in Eastern Europe where they originated 

from. These include Gerrer, Belz, Satmar, Lubavitch, Breslov, Amshinov and many 

many others. Almost all of these groups have their own Rebbe, which is a hereditary 

office.
293

 A notable exception is Breslov. Their only Rebbe was Rabbi Nachman of 

Breslov (a great grandson of the Baal Shem Tov) who lived between 1772 and 1810, 

and he had no successor. Until this day, instead of appointing a new Rebbe, the Breslov 

Chasidim continue to turn to Rebbi Nachman's teachings for inspiration and guidance 

and still look on him as “the Rebbe”.
294

  

Many of the various Chasidic groups have a dress code for both weekdays and Shabbat, 

and there are some subtle and also not so subtle differences between the way different 

groups dress. Contrary to popular belief, the Chasidic garb has little or even nothing to 

do with the way the Polish nobles once dressed. A common general feature of dress is 

that Chasidim wear black jackets and trousers and white shirts. (Gerrer Chasidim tuck 
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their trousers into their socks and this is called hoyzn-zokn.
295

) On weekdays, the 

jackets of Chasidim are often made of cloth and are called a rekel and on Shabbat and 

Yom-Tov, they are made of silk and is called a bekishe or kaftan. When praying, all 

Chasidim wear a gartel, which is like a belt, and this is worn to separate the upper part 

of the body from the lower part.
296

 

With regards to the headgears of the different Chasidic groups, there are many 

differences. Although on weekdays they all wear black hats, they are of different 

designs depending on the Chasidic group. Some, such as Gerrer and Slonimer wear a 

round hat, Stolin and Emunas Yisrael a pinched hat, while Satmer have a hat which 

resembles a bowler hat with rounded edges on the brim.
297

 

On Shabbat and Yom Tov, most Chasidim, including Breslov, Belz, Satmar, Bobov 

wear a shtreimel. A “shtreimel” is a fur hat made out of sable tails. It is very expensive 

and each one can cost many thousand dollars. Gerrer, Amshinov and a few others wear 

a spodik, which is also made of fur but is narrower and taller than the shtreimel. The 

Lubavitch, however, wear the same type of hat as is worn on a weekday.
298

  

Eliezer was a Breslov Chasid. Although the book only directly mentions his shtreimel, 

from the expression “dressed splendidly in complete Chasidic garb”, we can conclude 

that he almost certainly wore a bekishe with a gartel in the middle. 

Many Israeli trekkers came, with long hair, covered in tattoos, and tanned from their long 

hours on the beaches. (p.355)  

In Israel there is mandatory army service for three years for all youth reaching the age 

of 18. After this mandatory service, many of the youth, particular those who are far 

from Jewish religious observance, trek to India. They are known as “backpackers”. The 

number, 50,000 Israelis, has been quoted as those travelling annually to India, and they 

are aged mainly between 22 and 35. They travel to the Far East searching for 

“spirituality”. However, this “spirituality” is not that of Judaism. It is yoga, meditation, 

karma, ayurvetic healing, Buddhism and Hinduism. All these things can be found in 

abundance in the thousands of ashrams (religious retreats) which are scattered across 

India. Many of these ashrams have a guru, who is a spiritual leader whose commands 

must be followed. There was even a case of a Lubiner chasid who became a guru! 

There are numerous Jews in these Indian ashrams, some say even a greater number than 
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Indians.
299

 When interviewed, an Israeli army veteran aged 24 said, “Our souls need a 

permanent break from Israel... There‟s nothing for us back in Israel.”
300

  

In some places, there are so many young Israelis that there are signs in Hebrew in the 

stores. Frequently, some proprietors can speak some Hebrew.
301

 Food and board are 

cheap in India. A room with a plank bed and a pink mosquito net costs just five dollars 

a night and sleeping under a tree is free. Kitchens with names like the “Outback Indian 

Israeli Restaurant” come with Hebrew-speaking Hindus who ladle vegetarian fare for a 

few cents a plate.  (The reason for vegetarian food is that Hindus are strict vegetarians 

and probably not because many of the Israelis trekking in India are concerned with 

kashrut.)
302

  

The Israelis have almost taken over Pahar Ganj which is a neighbourhood located just 

in front of the New Delhi Railway Station. Some of the signs in front of the cafes there 

are in Hebrew and the fare is Israeli salad (cucumbers, tomatoes, coriander) and falafel, 

made by desis (a term which refers to  people, cultures, and products of the  Indian 

subcontinent) taught by Israelis.
303

  

Some of these Israeli youth have been tattooed in India. It has been written of these 

Israelis in India, “... a gaily decorated group of Israelis ... brightly coloured hair, 

multiple tattoos, more piercings than a pin cushion and toting requisite drums and other 

bangles, they grew greater attention than the bangled Rajasthanis. It might have been 

because they were so loud that everyone turned to stare, or was it their attire?”
304

 In the 

Indian state of Goa there is even an Israeli tattoo parlour.
305

 Not only are the Israelis 

tattooed but almost every other Israeli ones meets in Pahar Ganj has dreads (long 

matted hair) and multiple body piercings.
306

   

The various beaches in Goa, such as Anjuna beach, which is famous for its trance 

parties, are full of Israelis who are sunbathing there.
307

 They are often on these beaches, 

sometimes for 24 hours a day, with beach parties accompanied by music going on 
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throughout the night. The noise was such that the local population lodged complaints to 

the authorities about it, since it disturbed their sleep.
308

  

 Vagator Beach is the northernmost beach of Bardez Taluka, Goa. This beach is divided 

into three parts, one of them being often called the “Tel Aviv beach” since it is almost 

entirely occupied by Israelis. It is reported that the Israelis tried to prevent the local 

population from using this beach, but they were warned that they would be expelled en 

masse if they continued to act this way.
309

   

Places like Habayit Hayehudi in Varanasi gave a traditional Jewish retreat for these 

Israelis. 

Avraham conducted the prayers with an amazing unity and succeeded in reaching 

everyone‟s heart. (p.355) 

The ma‟ariv (evening) service for Shabbat is preceded by a “Kabbalat Shabbat” 

(Welcoming the Sabbath) service. This Kabbalat Shabbat prelude is of relatively late 

origin and dates back only to the 16th century. It begins with six Psalms, which 

symbolises the six week days. This is followed by the singing of the hymn “Lecha 

Dodi” which was composed by Rabbi Shlomo Halevi Alkabetz, a Safed Kabbalist 

living in the 16th century. The verses of Lecha Dodi are in an acrostic format with the 

first letter of the first eight stanzas spelling out the author‟s name. Originally, in Safed 

they would go out into the fields and face the western horizon where the sun was 

setting in order to greet the Shabbat bride as she arrives. Today, during the singing of 

the last verse, the congregation turns round to face the setting sun on the western 

horizon, or according to other customs, the door.
 310

 
 
  

There are numerous tunes which are sung for Lecha Dodi, depending on the 

community. The Breslov have a distinctive melody for Lecha Dodi which was 

composed by Rebbe Nachman, and there is a recording of it with Rabbi Lazar Brody 

singing with a musical accompaniment by the Kisufim Trio.
311

 There are some 

feedbacks on this recording: “It brings tears in my eyes when I watch this always”, 

“much love and respect ... breslov is a great inspiration to me ... moshiach soon!”. 

“MARAVILLOSO nigun!”, “one of my favourite videos everrrrr (sic)”.
312

   It is very 

likely that this was the tune that Eliezer sung in Varanasi.  
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A fundamental of Breslov teachings is to always be happy and Reb Noson (who was 

Rebbe Nachman‟s closest student) told a man who had a lot of trouble, to dance every 

day. Indeed, Breslov Chasidim dance after almost every service, and this of course 

includes the Shabbat eve service. Based on kabbalistic principles, the dancing is done 

in a counter-clockwise direction.
313

 It is likely that it was the melodies and the dancing 

which “succeeded in reaching everyone‟s heart” that Friday night in Varanasi. 

The popularity of the Breslov Shabbat eve service may be illustrated from that held in 

the Breslov Synagogue in Safed, Israel, which is the largest Synagogue in that city. It is 

reported that in the summer, for this service the synagogue is filled to capacity with 

some worshippers having to stand throughout the service.
314

  

Afterwards Avraham and his wife served a delicious meal. (p.355) 

Following the Shabbat evening service, there is the Shabbat evening meal. This meal 

begins with the recitation of kiddush (sanctification over the wine).
315

 The meals eaten 

on Shabbat should be more elaborate than those eaten on weekdays. It is recommended 

to have meat, fish and other nice dishes at the Shabbat meals. If one is financially 

strapped, it is suggested that one cuts down on one‟s weekday budget for food, in order 

to honour Shabbat with nice food. It is written in the Talmud that if one detracts from 

the money spent for food for Shabbat, one will have a lower income that year, and 

conversely, if one spends more, one will have a greater income during that year.
316

  

With regards to eating on Shabbat, Rebbe Nachman of Breslov said, “One should be 

extremely joyous on the holy Shabbos [Shabbat] and not show even the slightest trace 

of sadness or worry. Simply „take delight in G-d‟ and enjoy all the pleasures of 

Shabbos, in food and drink, as well as in fine clothing according to one‟s means. For 

the eating of Shabbos is entirely spiritual, entirely holy, and it ascends to a completely 

different place than the eating of the ordinary days of the week.”
317

  

Hence the delicious meal served on Shabbat at Habayit Hayehudi in Varanasi. 

Avraham shared sweet, beautiful, Torah insights and then we all joined in singing the 

Shabbat zemirot. (p.356) 

It is customary during the Shabbat meals to sing zemirot and to discuss words of Torah. 

Shabbat zemirot are hymns sung at the table on Shabbat. Some are especially for the 

                                                 
313

  Breslov eikh she-hu (www.scribd.com/doc/27747171/Breslov-Customs-Weekdays -accessed 28 May 

2010). 
314

 The Breslov Synagogue (www.safed.co.il/breslov-synagogue.html - accessed 5 July 2011). 
315

   Mishnah Berurah 271:1. 
316

 Babylonian Talmud, Beitzah 16a; Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 242:1; Mishnah Berurah 242:1, 2, 4. 
317

  A Simple Jew – Eating on Shabbos (asimplejew.blogspot.com/2005/09/eating-on-shabbos.html – 

accessed 11 January 2012). 

http://www.scribd.com/doc/27747171/Breslov-Customs-Weekdays
http://www.safed.co.il/breslov-synagogue.html


64 

 

Shabbat eve meal, others for the Shabbat morning meal, others for the third Shabbat 

meal, whilst others can be sung at any of the Shabbat meals. The melodies vary greatly 

from community to community. Many of these zemirot were composed during the 

Middle Ages; in some cases the authorship is known and in others it is not.
318

  Some of 

the zemirot are universally known and appear in almost every zemirot book and siddur. 

Others such as “Shalom lecha Yom Hasheviyi” by Rabbi Yehudah Halevi are much 

more difficult to find.
319

  

The Breslov Chasidim are famous for their treasury of rich and varied melodies. They 

have brought out a large number which appear on CDs, and also on the internet and 

they can sometimes be downloaded. Music has in fact held a central part amongst the 

Breslov Chasidim and their families place a tremendous emphasis on singing the 

zemirot on Shabbat. Many of these melodies were composed by Rebbe Nachman.
320

 

On the subject of zemirot, it is written in “Likutei Moharan” that Rebbe Nachman 

would repeatedly tell Jews to sing zemirot on Shabbat and would get angry at anyone 

who did not make the effort to sing zemirot on Shabbat and motzaei Shabbat. Until his 

final illness, he himself would throughout his lifetime sing many zemirot on Shabbat 

and motzaei Shabbat.
321

   

No details are given in the book of the “Torah insights” which Eliezer gave that night, 

but it is quite possible that he gave material from the Rebbe Nachman‟s “Sippurei 

Ma‟asiyot”, stories with deep spiritual lessons,
322

 and/or from “Likutei Moharan”
323

  on 

that particular week‟s parashah (Reading of the Torah) which was Nitzavim.  

I saw how the Israelis enjoyed themselves, chatting together. (p.356) 

Since the policy of Habayit Hayehudi is to provide meals for all those Israelis 

attending, it is most likely that most, if not almost all, of the Israelis who came to the 

service stayed for the meal. It addition, places like Habayit Hayehudi and Chabad 

Houses act as meeting places for the various Israeli backpackers in the area to meet 

each other and exchange news.   

Even outside the framework of Habayit Hayehudi and Chabad Houses, Israeli 

backpackers who were completely secular in Israel, would get together in the Far East 

and have a Shabbat service and dinner together, the service often being conducted by a 
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person who was formerly religious. One of those who attended such a service wrote “I 

never went to synagogue in my life [in Israel] and I‟m sure I‟ll never go when I come 

back. I‟m not religious and I think the haredim [ultra-Orthodox Jews] (bracketed words 

in original) are one of the biggest problems in Israel ... But here, it‟s a whole other 

thing...”
324

 Another secular Israeli wrote, “In Israel I can‟t get into this without putting 

myself in a bad situation. It‟s either all or nothing over there ... Tonight was different. 

I‟m really interested in my Jewish side, and I love all those old Hasidic songs too ... I 

can think about religion in a completely different way here. In the East it‟s OK for me 

to be with other hilonim [secular Jews] at a Shabbath (sic) service. And it‟s a kind of a 

relief, to tell you the truth, to see that I don‟t have to go to an ashram to be spiritual.”
325

  

There is also a comradeship between Israeli backpackers, who meet for the first time in 

the Far East. One of them wrote that when he had severe food poisoning, a “group of 

Israeli strangers” nursed him back to health, even though this caused them a two day 

delay in their trip. He described this as “Israelis stick together.”
326

  

After the meal I went to sleep on a real bed! (p.356) 

In addition to eating at Habayit Hayehudi, they would occasionally let people sleep 

there over night.
327

 Needless to say, this was a world of difference from sleeping in 

Arthur Road Jail! 

This jail was built in 1926 and is Mumbai‟s largest and oldest jail.
328

  It is located in the 

southern part of Mumbai on Sane Gurugi Marg (Arthur Road), and very near to a 

Jewish Cemetery.
329

 In 1994 it was upgraded to become a central prison and its official 

name became Bombay Central Prison. However, it is still popularly known as “Arthur 

Road Jail”.
330

 

The conditions for those in Arthur Road Jail were (and still are) horrendous and do not 

even meet the minimum conditions for human dignity, which even a person convicted 

of the most heinous crimes is entitled to. Furthermore, a person could wait for a number 

of years just for his trial, whilst incarcerated in that very same jail.   

To begin with, this jail which houses most of Mumbai‟s prisoners, is infamous for its 

overcrowding. Its official capacity is 820 yet there more than 3,400 inmates. In a cell 

designed to house 50 prisoners are crammed 180 prisoners! There is certainly no room 
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for beds for all these prisoners. They therefore have to sleep in awkward positions or 

have to sleep in shifts of about three hours.
331

  

During the previous year and a half, Ronen had been incarcerated in Arthur Road Jail 

in Mumbai, awaiting a trial. There he never had “a real bed” and one can thus fully 

understand when Ronen said that that night in Varanasi he slept on a “real bed”.  

Apart from the lack of sleeping accommodation, the cells are grossly unsanitary. A 

prisoner there in 2006 described it “the dirtiest place in the world.”
332

 Most of the 

toilets do not have doors and the inmates have to take showers in groups as the water 

supply is limited.
333

 Because of these unsanitary conditions, there are life threatening 

illnesses such as HIV, tuberculosis, and malaria, which are rife in the jail, and these 

sometimes result in the death of the prisoners.
334

 It was in this jail that Ronen 

contracted malaria. 

The medical facilities, if one can call them that, are ludicrous. As one prisoner summed 

it up, “Even if we have 10 different ailments, we are given the same medicine. This has 

become a joke amongst all prisoners.”
335

   

This type of “medical treatment” was not limited to Arthur Road Jail. A similar 

comment was made at about the same period by a prisoner in another Mumbai jail, 

“The medical conditions were horrendous. Doctors gave you paracetamol for any 

illness, no matter how serious.”
336

  

A young woman from the South of England, who spent five years in Mumbai jails 

before being found innocent, described the food given in Arthur Road Jail, “All we 

ever ate was lentils and rice which were full of stones which cracked my teeth. And it 

wasn‟t unusual to find maggots and other insects in the food.”
337

  

A report issued by “Amnesty International” in August 2000, stated that inmates at this 

prison had repeatedly been beaten and tortured by the guards and had been threatened 

by reprisals if they complained to the authorities.
338

 Although this report is from the 
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year 2000, this had not changed by the time Ronen was there. We can see this from an 

article written by someone who was in this jail in July 2006 who wrote “If you 

complain you are beaten mercilessly.... The warden can beat you, push you around...  

No body is there to question him actually.”
339

 Furthermore, towards the end of 2008, a 

judicial report strongly condemned the brutal beating of prisoners for two hours by the 

prison authorities using batons, lathis, belts and stones, in June 2008 at Arthur Road 

Jail.
340

  

However, in complete contrast, for members of crime syndicates who are incarcerated 

in this prison, their life is one of luxury! They generously bribe the officers and guards 

in this jail and in return can live in style!  As a prisoner summed this up, “If you have 

money and are highly influential then you can enjoy jail life.”
341

  Ronen was not in this 

category! 

I appreciated the fan as the heat in Varanasi was unbearable. (p.356) 

Varanasi experiences a humid subtropical climate with large variations between 

summer and winter temperatures. The summers are long and extremely hot, with 

temperatures ranging between 32 – 46 degrees Celsius and last from April to October. 

The summers are also humid, since Varanasi lies at the Tropic of Cancer. Torrential 

rain and high humidity accompany the monsoons which usually come in late June or 

early July and last for about two months. There are also hot dry winds. During the 

winter there are warm days and cold nights and fog is common.
342

 According to 

historical weather records, on 30 September 2005, the day Ronen arrived in Varanasi, 

the temperature there ranged from 25 – 35.7 degrees Celsius, which can be classed as 

very hot. The mean humidity was 71 per cent, which is relatively high and makes 

sweating less effective and makes one feel hotter. The mean wind speed just 2.8 

kilometres per hour, namely almost no wind.
343

  

There is a journal written by someone who was in Sunauli which is on the border with 

Nepal and is situated in the north of the state of Uttar Pradesh. On the weather 

conditions of 1 October 2005, he writes, “... it is broiling hot and muggy here. There‟s 
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so much humidity that you can‟t see very far, and the sun is reddish near the horizon. 

Sitting in the shade, I can feel the sweat pouring off of my body.”
344

  

The question to be asked is whether one could make the same comments on the weather 

that day in Varanasi?  Unfortunately, there are no extant records for 30 September 2005 

or the days around it, for the area of Sunauli, so that one cannot make a direct 

comparison with the records for Varanasi. However, there are extant records for that 

day for Gorakhpur,
345

 which is about 70 kilometres south from Sunauli, and from them 

one can see that the temperatures were similar to those of Varanasi. The extant records 

for the area of Sunauli are extremely patchy, but a direct comparison can be made for 

the temperatures during September 1999 between Varanasi
346

 and the area of Sunauli
347

 

and they can be seen to be reasonably similar.
 
One can therefore understand Ronen‟s 

comments that “the heat in Varanasi was unbearable.” 

After two hours I suddenly awoke. There was no air ...  Everything around me was dark ... 

[Eliezer then informed Ronen] It seems there is a power outage. It happens all the time. 

(p.356) 

In their review on their stay at a hotel, which is situated in the same area as the Ganga 

Guest House, one of the visitors who had stayed in this hotel in the year 2006, 

commented regarding power outages, “there is a large and noisy generator outside that 

gets going whenever the mains electricity goes (quite often)” (brackets in original).
348

 

Another reviewer from the same year on the same hotel wrote, “The air conditioning 

kept going off the entire 1st night because of the water filtration the city installed that 

drains the power ... so that wasn't good because it‟s India hot over there ... but the fan 

stayed on!”
349

   

A power outage on Shabbat can cause an unpleasant situation, since it is not permitted 

to turn on an electric light or appliance on Shabbat. For this reason, it is thus extremely 

likely that in a place like Habayit Hayehudi, some corridor and/or bathroom light 

would be left on throughout Shabbat. In addition, by looking out the window at the 

surrounding area, one would see some lights. However, with a power outage, 
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everything would be in the dark. Due the heat and the high humidity, without a fan, one 

would, as Ronen stated, feel a lack of air. 

[Eliezer then said to Ronen] I want to ask the [non-Jewish] landlord to turn on the 

generator, because I have a small baby and it‟s dangerous for him to sleep without a fan 

in this heat … [but] on Shabbat you can‟t ask him directly, but only with a hint [Following 

this hint the landlord replied] I am already turning on the generator for you. (pp.356-57) 

It can be seen from this, that just as the above hotel (and most likely other hotels in the 

area) had their own generator, so did the Ganga Guest House, due to the regular power 

outages in the area. 

Not only is it forbidden for a Jew himself to switch on the generator on Shabbat, it is 

also, in general, forbidden for a non-Jew to do this (or indeed any other forbidden 

labour) on behalf of a Jew. There are several reasons for this which include that by 

allowing a non-Jew to work for a Jew on Shabbat, it would cause a laxity of attitude 

towards the sanctity of Shabbat.
350

 Furthermore, should a non-Jew do such a labour for 

a Jew it would be forbidden for the Jew to benefit from that labour throughout that 

Shabbat and even for a certain period after Shabbat.
351

 

However, it is permitted to hint to a non-Jew in a passive manner to do a forbidden 

labour, and in a case where the Jew does not get direct benefit from this labour, he 

could utilise the indirect benefit. For example, if a Jew would hint to a non-Jew, “the 

light is on and I cannot sleep” and the non-Jew would turn off the light, the Jew could 

remain in the room and go to sleep, since the non-Jew did not introduce a new benefit, 

but just eliminated a nuisance. If however, a Jew would hint to a non-Jew, “it is dark in 

this room and I cannot see to read” and the non-Jew would turn on the light, since the 

Jew would now be getting direct benefit from the light, he would be forbidden to utilise 

this light to read.
352

   

However, there are some cases where a Jew can directly instruct a non-Jew to do a 

labour for him on Shabbat. One of them is for a non-life threatening illness. (For a life-

threatening illness, a Jew himself may, or in fact must, do the labour himself.
353

) 

Included in this category of non-life threatening illnesses is putting on the heat on a 

cold day,
354

 or during a heat wave, putting on a fan or the air-conditioning,
355

 and this is 

especially so for a young child.
356

 For this reason, Eliezer did not have to hint to the 
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non-Jewish landlord but could have asked him directly to turn on the generator. 

However, had the weather been such that putting on an air conditioner would have 

given no benefit even for a small baby, then hinting to a non-Jew regarding an outage 

of electricity would not be permitted. 

Around twenty Israelis came for the afternoon meal. We all enjoyed the delicious cholent 

and the meal lasted until havdala. (p.357) 

On Shabbat morning there is a longish service
357

 which includes Reading of the 

Torah.
358

  This is followed by the Shabbat morning meal.
359

 

The book does not refer to a morning service held there or to the meal eaten afterwards. 

It would thus seem that Eliezer and Ronen prayed individually and ate their morning 

meal without outside company. 

One of the important requirements of Shabbat is hot food and since one of the 39 

forbidden labours on Shabbat is cooking, many communities make a cholent before 

Shabbat. The basic ingredients of cholent amongst Ashkenazi (European) Jews are 

meat, potatoes, beans and barley and some add a kishke (a chicken neck skin stuffed 

with a flour based mixture). Sefaradi (Oriental) Jews often use rice instead of beans and 

barley, and chicken instead of meat and they also include eggs in their shell. These 

ingredients are cooked before Shabbat in a pot which is kept on the boil on a permitted 

type of covered gas or hotplate until required during the daytime of Shabbat.
360

  

This meal with the twenty participants eating the cholent, obviously was accompanied 

by zemirot and further Torah insights 

It was once the custom for people to eat just two meals each day, one at the beginning 

of the night and the other about midday. Since one is commanded to make Shabbat into 

an enjoyable day, one adds a third meal which is consumed usually during the latter 

part of the afternoon of Shabbat,
361

 and it often continues until after the termination of 

Shabbat.
362

  

At the termination of Shabbat, one makes the havdalah ceremony. This ceremony 

makes the formal separation between Shabbat and the weekday. This ceremony is made 

using wine, and also includes the smelling of spices, and the blessing over a flame
363
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which by tradition was first made by the first man, Adam, following the first Shabbat 

after the Creation of the World.
364

 

After havdalah, Avraham took out drums and guitars and everyone played and sang on the 

porch. (p.357) 

Ronen was in Varanasi for Shabbat 1 October 2005. The termination of Shabbat is 

determined by the time one can see three medium stars which are in close proximity. 

Many communities calculate this as the time when the solar depression is eight and a 

half degrees below the horizon. For that Shabbat in Varanasi it was at 6.19 p.m. India 

Standard Time, which is Greenwich Mean Time plus five and a half hours.
365

   

After the termination of Shabbat, a fourth meal called a melave malka is eaten
366

 and 

like the other meals on Shabbat, it is accompanied by zemirot.
367

  Many of these 

zemirot are built around Eliyahu Hanavi (Elijah the Prophet) who by tradition will in 

the future arrive at the termination of Shabbat.
368

 Although playing a musical 

instrument is not directly one of the forbidden labours of Shabbat, there is a Rabbinical 

enactment not to play such an instrument, since one might come to repair it should it go 

wrong.
369

 Thus on Shabbat, one cannot have a musical accompaniment to the zemirot. 

Naturally, this is not the case with the zemirot at the melave malka. 

As stated above, music plays an important part in the life of Breslov and there are songs 

for all occasions, some dating back two centuries. These include a number of songs 

which are sung at a melave malka, with a number of them about Eliyahu Hanavi. One 

of the Breslov‟s many recordings is a DVD entitled “Breslov Melave Malka”.
370

  

It is very likely that the songs sung that evening in Varanasi were from these songs. 

The porch referred to was probably the roof of the Ganga Guest House. 

I sent Avraham‟s worker to the taxi station to find out the distance from here [Varanasi] to 

Sunami [Sunauli], and to find a driver who would take me. He returned and told me the 

trip would take eight hours, and that there was a driver who could take me at midnight. 

(p.357) 

The distance between Varanasi and Sunauli is just over 300 kilometres and the journey 

between them takes between four and a half and five hours.
371

 One can go almost all 

the way on National Highway 29 by taking the route Varanasi, Saidpur, Ghazipur, 

Ghosi, Chillipur, Kauriram, Gorakhpur, Pharenda and finally Sunauli. There is also a 
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slightly shorter route, which for much of the way utilizes several State Highways in 

Uttar Pradesh. This route goes via Lalganj, Azamgarh and Jiyanpur and then joins up 

with National Highway 29 just before Chillipur.
372

  

We do not know which route Ronen took. According to the above routes, 8 hours is 

plausible because one cannot discount that since it was the middle of the night, the taxi 

stopped on route so that they could take a rest. 

Furthermore, in contrast to the four and a half to five hours suggested by “Google 

Maps” for this journey, a traveler in November 2005 reported on a 10 hour bus ride 

from Varanasi to Sunauli, also commenting that it was “very uncomfortable”.
373

 

Similarly, another traveler in March 2009, reported that a direct bus from Varanasi to 

Sunauli took 9 hours, but did not add any comment regarding the comfort!
374

  

Sunauli is a very small town in the district of Maharajganj in the north-eastern area of 

Uttar Pradesh, a district which came into existence in October 1989.
375

 The 

international border between India and Nepal passes through Sunauli. 

[After Ronen explained to Eliezer his plan to cross the border at Sunauli, Eliezer replied]  

„You can‟t even try to cross a border without a good passport and without a serious plan. 

… the only thing I could think of is giving you my passport … and five hundred dollars in 

case you need to bribe the guards.‟ … [Ronen] looked at the picture on Avraham‟s 

[Eliezer‟s] passport.[and saw that] he has red hair and red beard and blue eyes. I didn‟t 

understand how anyone in the world could think that this passport belonged to me. 

(pp.358-60) 

A passport is a document, issued by a country which certifies, for the purpose of 

international travel, the identity and nationality of its holder. Amongst the information 

contained in the passport is the name, date of birth, sex, and place of birth. A passport 

does not itself entitle the holder to enter another country.
376

  

All passports have a formal request printed at the beginning which takes the format: 

The Foreign Secretary requests and requires all those whom it may concern to allow the 

bearer to pass freely without let or hindrance and to afford the bearer such assistance 

and protection as may be necessary.
377

 A similar request can even be found in the 

Bible,  “Moreover I said unto the king, „If it please the king, let letters be given to me 
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to the governors beyond the River, that they may let me pass through till I come to 

Judah‟.”
378

   

A passport also has a photograph of the bearer and such a photograph has to be made to 

a number of rigid specifications. These generally include that the photograph must be 

in colour and not black and white, a light grey or cream background, free from 

shadows, eyes open and clearly visible, no hair across eyes, the subject looking in a 

forward direction, a neutral expression, mouth closed and a sharp focus.
379

  

As can be seen, although in the past, black and white photographs were used in 

passports, this is no longer the case in almost all countries and the photographs must be 

in colour. It would thus seem that the photograph in Eliezer‟s passport was in colour 

and thus any border official would immediately see that the colour of the hair, beard 

and eyes in the passport photograph did not match that of Ronen‟s! 

In addition to Eliezer giving Ronen his passport, he also gave him money, in case he 

would have to bribe a guard. From a report issued precisely at the period of Ronen‟s 

escape (September 2005) by the “Indian Institute of Planning and Management” it can 

be seen that bribery was the norm in India. On this it states, “Our bureaucracy is 

equally corrupt to the core and thrives on bribery. 23% of city dwellers in India 

(assuming Mumbai is typical) [bracketed words in original] are victims of bribery, 

whereas only 0.2% of the citizens in USA have the same experience. Thus incidence of 

bribery in India is more than 100 times that in a country like USA.”
380

  

 

A statistical survey of the bribery in India came out in a report entitled “India Report 

2009”, which was brought out by “Business Registry for International Bribery and 

Extortion (BRIBEline)”. This is a project which collects data about “bribe solicitations 

made by official, quasi-official and private sector individuals and entities.” Of the bribe 

demands, 91% originated from Indian government officials. In order of decreasing 

frequency, they were from national level government officials, the police, 

state/provincial officials and employees, and city officials. Bribe demands were also 

reported being made from individuals affiliated with the Justice System, Visas and 

Immigration, Mines and Minerals, Construction, Defense, Energy, Foreign Affairs, 

Forestry, Health Service, Information/Communication and Land. Almost everyone who 

had been solicited once had been solicited on further occasions, even as many as twenty 
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times! The forms of bribes invariably requested were cash. Just over three quarters of 

the bribes were related to the avoidance of harm.
381

  

 

I ... got into the waiting taxi and was on the way to Sunami [Sunauli]. ... We arrived at ... 

eight o‟clock in the morning ... at the entrance to the village [of Sunauli]. (p.362) 

 

Sunauli is situated about 70 kilometres north of Gorakhpur and 3 kilometres south of 

Bhairawa (which is in Nepal), and there is only one main road to it.
 
The nearest railway 

station is Nautanwa which is about 7 kilometres away.
382

  Sunauli‟s does not appear on 

“Google Maps” even with maximum magnification – namely 2.8 cms for 20 metres, 

and “Google Maps” cannot even identify the name. Its claim to “fame” is that it 

straddles the border between India and Nepal. The Nepal side of the village is officially 

called Belahiya and this does appear on the “Google Maps”. Sunauli‟s total population 

(on both sides of the border) is about 70,000.
383

   

 

It is not easy to find accommodation in Sunauli and most of what there is, is geared 

towards catering to the truck drives. These accommodations have been described as not 

the nicest of places to stay and are not recommended to women travelling alone, 

Sunauli also has a government hotel for pilgrims.
384

 Needless to say, Sunauli is not a 

popular place for tourists and there is no shortage of non-complimentary comments 

about it. One of them says, “Most people will want to stay here for the least amount of 

time possible. In fact, most people would wish they never came here.”
385

 A tourist 

writes, “The border town [Sunauli] looks like a wild west mining settlement, noisy 

dirty, confusing, intimidating. You‟ll be assailed by rickshaw wallahs as soon as you 

get off the bus ...”
386

 “Wikitravel” describes this place as “small, congested, dusty and 

dirty ... and the quicker” one can get out of it “the better”.
387

 A tour operator writes on 

tours to Sunauli, “Sunauli tours are not about a pleasurable and lingering tour. It is a 

significant border crossing point where one can avail few services and which features 

negligible Sunauli attractions.”
388
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There were three stone gates on the main road [marking the border crossing into Nepal] ... 

The main road was crammed with stores ... The merchandise partially spilled onto the 

road. The road was already filled with locals with colourful shopping baskets. (p.363) 

 

One of the major crossing points, and indeed the most popular
389

 between India and 

Nepal runs through the middle of Sunauli. This crossing point has been described as 

“one of the liveliest in the world”.
390

 One can also clearly see this from photographs 

taken at this crossing point. There, there are numerous pedestrians, bicycle riders and 

rickshaws and large lorries crossing the border. One can also see in these photographs 

how the streets in the immediate area of the border crossing is cluttered up with 

merchandise and unattended bicycles. In addition, there are numerous pedestrians, 

some of whom are carrying shopping baskets and have obviously come to do their 

shopping and carry it across the border.
391

 Ronen‟s description of the scene at Sunauli 

almost exactly corresponds with what can be seen in these photographs. 

 

In the area of the border, on both sides, there are numerous signposts in English with 

instructions. An example is “Stop. India Immigration. Check post Sonauli. Maharajgadj 

U.P.” and directly underneath this board, another board reading, “Foreigners are 

requested to stop and get their passports stamp on arrival/departure in India. Check post 

officer. Sonauli. Maharajganj U.P.” The upper board has a line in written in Hindi after 

the English instruction.
392

 U.P. stands for Uttar Pradesh, the name of the State. 

Maharajganj is a District in Uttar Pradesh in which Sunauli is situated.  Sunauli is 

spelled Sonauli on these boards. There is also a rectangular archway on which is 

written in English “India Border Ends”, but this time the Hindi written on this board 

precedes the English. Although the meaning of the words in English is not that clear, it 

means that at that point one is leaving India. Some metres further away, there is a board 

saying in English “Welcome to Nepal”. A few metres further on is a V shaped archway 

which also has on it in English, the words “Welcome to Nepal”.
393

   

 

These are not the only boards welcoming arrivals to these countries. Examples of 

additional boards state “Wel come (sic) to Nepal. Nepal Police” and “Welcome to 

Nepal. Nepal Indo Friendship Association” and beside them there is also a small board 

on which is written “Belhiya” which is the official name of Sunauli on the Nepal side 
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of the border.
394 

Likewise, on the other side of the border on the rectangular arch is 

written “Welcome to India”.
395

  

 

I headed towards the [border with Nepal] ...  when suddenly a police officer stood in front 

of me and motioned for me to come forward. ... [The policeman then said] “passport 

please‟... [Following a short conversation with the policeman and his superior officer who 

had then showed up, the officer] glanced at ... [the passport including Eliezer‟s photograph 

in it] for a minute and flipped the pages to find the visa [for Nepal, which was not in this 

passport. Ronen then made a joke and the] officer started laughing ... [Whilst sharing the 

joke with the other police in the area Ronen] gently took the passport from his hand 

[crossed through the first gate] and walked slowly towards the Nepal side [of the border] ... 

I walked forward. ... The Nepali guards looked straight ahead and didn‟t notice me. ... 

After a few minutes of walking I realized I was in Nepal! Nobody stopped me! (pp.363-65) 

 

To go from India to Nepal (and vice versa) there are two border posts each of them 

supported by two side pillars. On the Indian side there is a horizontally placed lintel 

and on the Nepal side it is V shaped.
396

 It is therefore not clear why the book writes 

“three stone gates”. Before the border post is a barrier which can be lifted. In all the 

many photographs where one can see this barrier, it is in the open position.
397

  

Needless to say, the official way to cross this border is by presenting the necessary 

documents to both the Indian and Nepalese officials. However, in a guide published in 

2001 on travel in India and Nepal, it states, “It is possible to walk across the border [at 

Sunauli] without being questioned.”
398

 A traveller, under the nickname of “neilpollick”, 

relating his experiences in crossing this border in November 2008, writes “There‟s an 

archway at the border line that says you are leaving India. But before you get that far 

make sure you check in with Indian emigration, a small eminenetly (sic) overlookable 

open fronted office on the right about 100 metres before the border itself. Walk under 

the arch and then you‟ll be in Nepal, unchallenged. You‟ll need a visa to be in Nepal, 

one you get at the border itself but don‟t expect anybody to stop you, nobody will insist 

they stamp your passport or take your money. It‟s actually possible to walk right across 

the border, right past the Neplai (sic) visa office and disappear into the dark interior of 

the country without ever stopping to collect your Nepali visa but be warned, if you do 

that and you get into trouble with the authorities later on you will face a fine big 

enough to embarass (sic) even a wealthy westerner.”
399

 When summarising the main 

points of his travelogue, “neilpollick” writes, “you will not be stopped as you cross the 

border, unless your Kalashnikov is showing.”
400

 In another travelogue from November 
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2003, the writer states, “The border crossing [from India to Nepal] was a very lax 

affair. We knew we needed to get our exit stamp on the Indian side. There appeared to 

be a large archway dividing the international boundary, and most people just walked or 

drove through. If there were any guards, they must have gone home.”
401

 In a report 

brought out in 2010 by a body concerned with the illicit trade in tobacco products, they 

state, “International borders between India and Nepal are non-existent; it is no-man‟s 

land. India and Nepal share an open border policy.”
402

  

From all this it can thus be seen how Ronen managed to cross this border unchallenged.  

However, the legal way to enter a country is, in general, with a visa. A visa is a 

document showing that a person is authorised to enter the country which issued such a 

visa. Sometimes, a visa takes the form of a document, but more often it is a stamp 

endorsed in the applicant‟s passport. In some cases, the visa can be obtained at the 

border, and in others, prior application is required. The country which issues the visa 

usually attaches various conditions of stay such as for which period the visa is valid, 

and the dates of validity. Sometimes two countries will have a reciprocal arrangement 

which waives the visa requirement. In some cases, a visitor to a country has to pass a 

security and/or health check on arrival at the border.
403

  

All non Indian citizens (except those from Nepal and Bhutan) require a visa to enter 

India and they can obtain a tourist visa, which in general has to be obtained in advance, 

and it is valid for a period of six months from the date of issue.
404

 Visas are also 

required to travel to Nepal and these can be obtained at any Nepal embassy or consulate 

and at any border crossing point.
405

 This of course includes Sunauli.
406

 Such tourist 

visas are valid for 60 days.
407

 It is reported that “crossing the border [from India to 

Nepal] can be a slow tedious business unless „baksheesh‟ is offered to officials.”
408
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At the border there are Nepal immigration and customs offices, which are officially 

open for 24 hours a day, although during most of the night, one has to wake up the 

officers. There is also a Nepal Tourist Office at this border who will give information 

on the best and cheapest ways to where one wants to go. At this border, one can, and in 

fact needs to, change ones money from Indian Rupees to Nepalese Rupees, since Indian 

Rupees will only rarely be accepted in Nepal. There are legal money changers and also 

black market operators to be found at the border, the latter not giving a good rate of 

exchange.
409

  

 I kept walking forward until I reached a large area with buses and taxis. (p.365) 

Buses do not cross the border between India and Nepal, even if one has booked a 

through ticket from a travel agent!
410

 One has to get a bus to the Indian border, walk 

across and then get another bus on the Nepal side of the border.  The Sunauli Nepal bus 

station is just a few minutes‟ walk from the border.
411

  

 

The travel guides do not talk about the Nepal side of Sunauli (Belahiya) in a 

complimentary manner. They write that it “is a thoroughly disagreeable place – an 

unflattering introduction to Nepal if you‟re just arriving, and a rude send-off if you‟re 

leaving. Trucks backed up waiting to cross the border and buses trying to enter and 

leave the bus park produce appalling traffic jams on the Nepal side ... The general 

mood among travellers finding themselves in this hell is despair, or in the case of those 

who discover upon arrival that they were cheated by the travel agent in Gorakhpur...”
412

  

 

Buses are the main form of public transport in Nepal. They are both incredibly cheap 

and very often incredibly uncomfortable! The government bus company is Sajha 

Yatayat and has distinctive blue and white buses. They are very shabby, poorly 

maintained and rarely run to schedule and consequently they are not recommended. 

There are also dozens of private bus companies, some of which have just one bus. Here 

there is a great range of comfort or discomfort.
413

  

 

The bus booking office in Sunauli Nepal is at the bus stand and it opens at four o‟clock 

in the morning. Since most buses in Nepal travelling in a northerly direction start their 

journey in Sunauli, if a passenger wants a good seat he is advised to embark there.  
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Buses can be reserved in advance, but only on the day of their departure.
414

 From this 

bus station there are also many daytime buses to the capital city, Kathmandu.
415

  

 

I hired a rickshaw driven by a robust young Nepali. I asked him to take me to the closest 

hotel. He told me it was around forty [incorrect translation – should be four] kilometres. 

We set out for the city [of Bhairawa]. (p.366) 

A handbook on Nepal writes that “jeeps and rickshaw provide easy and regular 

transport between the two [Sunauli Nepal and Bhairawa]”
416

  The 4 kilometre journey 

between Sunauli (Belahiya) to Bhairawa (also known as Bhairahawa), goes along the 

Siddhartha Highway (National Highway 29).
417

   

Ronen had a choice of different modes of transport to go from Sunauli to Bhairawa. 

Since he obviously wanted to get as far away from the border as quickly as possible, it 

is likely that he chose the first transport that was available, and that happened to be a 

rickshaw 

Bhairawa and Sunauli (Belahiya) Nepal are in general only visited by people crossing 

the border or those visiting or making Buddhist pilgrimages to Lumbini.
418

 (Lumbini, 

the birth place of Buddha, is about 25 kilometres from Bhairawa and about a 50 

minutes drive.
419

) Although Bhairawa was renamed Siddharthanagar, after Buddha‟s 

childhood name, it is still more commonly referred to as Bhairawa.
420

 Bhairawa is a 

town with a population of about 60,000. Although Nepali is the national language, most 

of the Bhairawa residents speak the local language Bhojpuri.
421

 A number of good 

schools are located there and this attracts pupils from other parts of Nepal.
422

 It has a 

better selection and quality hotels and restaurants than Sunauli.
423

  

 

As we neared the city [of Bhairawa] Nepali guards at a checkpoint stopped us. ... 

Fortunately after a short conversation ... the guards gestured the driver to continue. „What 

did the guards wanted?‟ I asked the driver. „In Nepal there is a serious problem of 

rebellion against the government. Because of that there are checkpoints everywhere and 

you‟ll see the city is full of police and soldiers who are looking for the rebels. (p.366) 
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Between the years 1996 to 2006, there was the Nepali Civil war in which there was a 

conflict between Nepali government forces and Maoist (Communist Party of Nepal) 

rebels. The aim of this conflict was that the Maoists wanted to overthrow the Nepalese 

monarchy and establish a “People‟s Republic of Nepal”. During the course of this 

conflict, nearly 13,000 people were killed. Finally, most of the Maoist demands were 

conceded and a peace agreement signed. A Constituent Assembly election was held and 

the monarchy in Nepal was abolished.
424

 However, Ronen‟s escape was prior to the 

termination of this war and hence the numerous police and soldiers on the roads. In the 

months prior to Ronen‟s escape, a packed passenger bus ran over a Maoist landmine 

resulting in the killing of 38 civilians and injuring over another 70. In addition, the 

Maoists had killed 40 security men.
425

  

As a result of these acts of terrorism by the Maoists, the Nepalese government 

established in 2001, an Armed Police Force, a paramilitary force which was organised 

as combat brigades and whose aim was to crack down on these acts of terrorism. Each 

combat brigade was responsible for a different region of the country. This Armed 

Police Force has 12 roles which include controlling any ongoing or would be armed 

conflict, controlling armed rebellion or separatist activities, and controlling terrorist 

activities and riots within Nepal. The service is voluntary and the minimum age for 

enrollment is 18 years. It started with 15,000 members taken from the police and army 

personnel and by 2010 it had grown to about 40,000.
426

 No figures have been found for 

September 2005, but one could estimate it to be over 20,000 members. This Armed 

Police Force is distributed throughout the country, and around border areas. 

Shortly after, we arrived at a hotel. I went into the hotel and asked at the reception desk 

for a room for a few hours. They asked me for two hundred Nepali rupees. (p.366) 

There are number of hotels in Bhairawa and many of them are situated on Bank Road 

which runs to the west off the Siddhatha Highway. One first passes Market Road and 

just under half a kilometre further on, one reaches Bank Road.
427

  

As to be expected, the various hotels in Bhairawa are of different degrees of comfort. 

For example, one of them in a handbook of Nepal from the year 2006 is described as “a 

typical no-frills, budget place. Rooms are reasonably large and clean but showers are 

cold”; the price for a room with a bathroom was quoted as 200 rupees. In contrast, for a 

different hotel, this handbook wrote that it is “the best place in town.... [It] has attentive 

staff, an excellent restaurant, huge rooms and properly hot showers. Rooms are pretty 
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much perfect and you have the option of air-con [air-conditioning]”; here, as to be 

expected, the price was much higher and was quoted as 500-1,200 rupees.
428

. For this 

latter hotel, a feedback by a tourist “karuna” who was there in 2007 stated “the staff ... 

were really, really helpful and friendly. They can arrange taxis across the border to 

Gorakhpur if you‟ve had it up to the ears with buses, which I had.”
429

 For another hotel 

stayed at in 2002, “barbara” wrote that it “is basic but v[ery] friendly & the restaurant‟s 

pretty good.”
430

 However, there are also less complimentary comments on the hotels. A 

tourist who in 2009 wanted a particular hotel which the rickshaw driver could not find 

and thus ended up in a hotel about half a kilometre away, wrote, “He [the rickshaw 

driver] ended up taking me everywhere but my destination – the idiot! We ended the 

pseudo-journey in front of a washed-out white Hotel ... Unfortunately, I was too tired to 

look for any other hotel. So I succumbed to the charade and got a 1,000 rupee room that 

didn‟t even have an AC [air-conditioning].”
431

   

Ronen does not give the name of the hotel he went to. However, the 200 rupees he paid 

for the room might indicate one of the less luxurious hotels.  

[From the moment of his escape, Ronen had been in regular telephonic contact with his 

family in Israel. His brother Ari travelled to Nepal to meet him there and that morning they 

met in the hotel lobby.]  We went up to the room and let our emotions out ... we prayed an 

emotional Shacharit. (p.367) 

There are three services which a Jew needs to pray on a regular weekday. They are 

shacharit – the morning service; minchah – the afternoon service; and ma‟ariv – the 

evening service.
432

 There are definite time periods laid down in Jewish law for praying 

these services.  Shacharit must be recited in the morning and can be done so up to until 

one third of the light part of the day has passed.
433

 There are differing opinions as to 

how to calculate this “one third”, the opinion which gives the latest time uses sunrise as 

the beginning of the day and sunset as the end.
434

 In emergency, some allow one to 

pray shacharit until midday.
435

 

The coordinates of Bhairawa are: latitude 27.3 N and longitude 83.3 E.
436

 The time in 

Nepal is +5 hours 45 minutes from GMT
437

 and in 2005 there was no daylight saving 
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time throughout the year in Nepal.
438

  On 2 October 2005, the latest time for praying 

shacharit under normal conditions was 9.42, and in an emergency at midday which was 

at 11.42.
439

 

Ronen does not state the time he prayed Shacharit that day. However he states that he 

arrived in Sunauli at eight o‟clock in the morning. He then had to reach the border, 

cross it, take a rickshaw to Bhairawa, find a hotel, register in the hotel and wait for Ari 

to arrive. It would thus seem unlikely that Ronen and Ari prayed Shacharit before 9.42, 

although noon seems possible. 

When praying shacharit one puts on a tallit and tefillin.
440

 However, the book makes no 

mention of this, although it is almost certain that Ari had a tallit and tefillin with him 

when he came to Bhairawa.  Ronen did not manage to bring his tallit and tefillin with 

him when he escaped. 

[Ari told Ronen that they would] leave the country [Nepal] as soon as possible. „Maybe we 

we will even make it to Uman.‟ ... I knew it wasn‟t possible. It was Sunday and Rosh 

Hashanah was the following night. (p.368) 

During his lifetime, Rebbe Nachman of Breslov encouraged his followers to spend each 

Rosh Hashanah with him. Hundreds of his followers would come to him for the Rosh 

Hashanah prayers, festive meals and the special Torah lessons which he delivered. He 

died in 1810 and was buried in Uman which is now in the Ukraine. The following year, 

his main disciple, Rebbe Noson, started to organise a pilgrimage to his grave for Rosh 

Hashanah. From then on, every year, hundreds of Chasidim would come from the 

Ukraine, Belarus, Lithuania, and Poland to visit his grave on Rosh Hashanah. However, 

this pilgrimage came to a halt with the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917, which sealed the 

border between Russia and Poland, and Uman became a closed city and foreigners 

were strictly prohibited from entering it. However, during the 1920s and 1930s, 

Breslover Chasidim in Russia continued to go every Rosh Hashanah clandestinely to 

Uman. The Second World War seems to have put a stop to these pilgrimages and they 

resumed on a small scale in 1948 when eleven Breslover Chasidim managed to travel 

from various cities within Russia to Uman, and until the 1970s a similar number went 

there. In addition, from the 1960s until the fall of Communism in 1989, several hundred 

Israeli and American Jews would annually make their way to Uman, both legally and 

illegally. After the fall of Communism, there were no bars to going to Uman and from 

year to year the numbers going each Rosh Hashanah dramatically increased. In the year 
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2005, the year of Ronen‟s escape, about 20,000 men and boys from all countries and all 

backgrounds arrived in Uman for Rosh Hashanah.
441

  

Uman, (which is a 4 hour bus ride from Kiev, the capital of Ukraine), rests on the banks 

of the Umanka River and it serves as the administrative centre of the Umanskyi Raion 

(district). Its history goes back to the year 1616, when it was a defensive fort built 

against Tatar raids and a Cossack regiment was stationed in that town. Amongst the 

famous landmarks in Uman is the park complex Sofiyivka, which was founded in 1796 

by Count Stanisław Szczęsny Potocki, who named it for his wife Sofia. The park 

features a number of waterfalls and narrow, arching stone bridges crossing the streams 

and scenic ravines. Of this park Rebbe Nachmann would say “To be in Uman and not 

go there?” and it has been suggested that the bridges in this park may have inspired him 

for his famous quote: “All the world is just a narrow bridge, but the main thing is not to 

fear”. These words in Hebrew have been set to music, and it is sung by Jews around the 

world.
442

  

There was a large Jewish community in Uman in the 18th and 19th centuries. However, 

during the Second World War, the Nazis deported and murdered the Jews living there. 

They also completely destroyed the large Jewish cemetery, which included the grave of 

Rebbe Nachman. After the war, a Breslov Chasid located the grave by finding two 

metal poles which had been at the head and the foot of the grave. Since the fall of the 

Soviet Union, the Breslovs have completely refurbished the area of the grave and have 

built a  number of buildings in the area which include a large Synagogue, a number of 

mikvahs (ritual baths) and a nine floor hotel called Shaarei Zion to accommodate at 

least some of the Jews visiting Uman.
443

  

[Ari said to Ronen] There are two options [to get to Kathmandu]. The first is we travel by 

car or train; it‟s a ten hour trip, there are a lot of checkpoints along the way, and I don‟t 

think it‟s worth the risk. (p.368) 

Actually there are no trains in Nepal, other than an obscure branch line from India of 

limited interest to travellers, the reason being that the landscape is so mountainous.
444

  

One can however travel between Bhairawa and Kathmandu by car or bus. In 2012, 

“Google Maps” suggested a route for cars which was of distance of about 280 

kilometres. It went via Bharatpur and Benighat, and took just over 6 hours.
445
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Buses from Bhairawa to Kathmandu take about 9 to 12 hours, and cost about 120 

Nepalese Rupees (as at 2010).  There are many buses every day, the daytime ones 

leaving regularly until about eleven o‟clock in the morning and the overnight ones 

leaving regularly from about four o‟clock until seven o‟clock in the afternoon.
446

  

As stated above, at the period of Ronen‟s escape, there was a Maoist insurgence in 

Nepal. The terrorists were attacking the vehicles on the road.
447

  Thus there were a lot 

of police checks on the roads. 

The second option is to take a flight. The airport is fifteen minutes away from here, and it‟s 

an hour and a half flight.  ... We immediately hailed a taxi and after fifteen minutes arrived 

at the small primitive airport. (p.368)  

Bhairawa has its own airport, operated by the Nepalese government. It is one of 

Nepal‟s busiest airports and its official name is Gautam Buddha Airport, being named 

after Buddha who was born in nearby Lumbini. The airport is about three kilometres to 

the west of the hotels in Bank Road.
448

 It is a small airport since it only has one runway 

which is of length of about one and a half kilometres. The airport does not offer the 

type of amenities which tourists are used to in larger places.
449

  

The inadequacy of the water at this airport was described in an article in “The 

Kathmandu Post” in May 2008. The article is by Madhav Dhungana (who often wrote 

for this newspaper) and is headed “Bhairahawa airport sans water”. Dhungana writes 

“If you happen to visit Bhairahawa Airport, you might as well equip yourself with a 

bottle of mineral water. Water supply in the restroom inside this airport runs 

intermittently, and no one really enjoys the idea of dry coughing faucets inside public 

toilets, especially when it belongs to an airport... This problem has persisted for years 

but the airport administration has not tended to it... The so-called water tanks inside the 

airport are infested with insects and foul smelling scum. Even the complaint box, which 

is stiffed full of complaints and suggestions, has not been opened since years.”
450

  

As we crossed the threshold [of the airport] four policemen approached us „Passport 

please‟. (p.368) 
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Since this was just an internal flight within Nepal, it was unexpected that there would 

be passport inspection. Perhaps this was due the political situation in Nepal. 

I took out my passport and gave it to the officer. ...  [In the same pocket as the passport 

were almonds which Eliezer‟s wife had given Ronen in Varanasi.] I reached into the bag 

of almonds, made a blessing and ate an almond. (p.369) 

According to Jewish Law, it is forbidden to benefit from anything in this world, 

without giving thanks to the Almighty, and this is done by reciting a blessing. Not to do 

so would be regarded as stealing from the Almighty.
451 

The Rabbis therefore 

formulated six blessings to be recited before eating or drinking any kind of food, the 

particular blessing to be recited is determined by the nature of the food being 

consumed.
452 

  

The blessing recited before eating almonds is the blessing recited before eating 

products of trees, namely fruits, and is “who creates the fruit of the tree”.
453

 This was 

obviously the blessing recited by Ronen at the airport. 

The almond tree (Prunus dulcis) is a small deciduous tree growing to between 4 and 10 

meters in height, with a trunk of up to 30 centimetres in diameter. These trees begin to 

bear an economic crop in the third year after planting but the trees only reach a full 

bearing between five to six years after planting. The fruit is mature in the autumn, 7–8 

months after flowering. In botanical terms, the fruit of an almond tree is in fact not a 

true nut but a drupe, which consists of an outer hull over a hard shell with the almond 

“nut” inside. This tree is to be found, amongst other places, in the Middle East and Far 

East, which would include India and Nepal.
454

  

[The officer asked what these almonds were] There are no almonds in Nepal and 

apparently they had never seen them in their life. … I generously gave them the entire bag 

[of almonds], and took my passport from the officer‟s hand, which he didn‟t even inspect 

… and got out of there as fast as we could. (p.369) 

It is incorrect to say that “there are no almonds in Nepal”. In an undated report 

(probably about 1998-99)  entitled “Deciduous Fruit Production in Nepal” written by 

Lok Nath Devkota, the Chief of the Fruit Development Division, Department of 

Agriculture, in Nepal, the writer states that in 1997 there were 900 “government 

nurseries” for almonds, but no private nurseries. However, it should be added that this 

was far fewer than the “nurseries” (government and private) for apples, pears, peaches, 
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plums and walnuts. This report also states that the areas where these almonds were 

grown were in the high mountain region of Nepal.
455

  

A more relevant point could be the market availability of these almonds to the general 

public. A tourist in September 2007 reports on his travels in Nepal, “As it was our last 

day we wandered around town [Kathmandu] looking for snacks for our trip, we ended 

up buying 2 kilos of almonds and raisens (sic) for a homemade trail mix, after much 

haggling, apparently almonds come from India which explains why they are so 

expensive in Nepal.”
456

  

Due to the price and also probably limited availability of almonds in Nepal, it is 

plausible that these policemen had never seen them, and they were thus delighted to 

receive them from Ronen. 

As is customary in this part of the world, a little baksheesh can go a long way! 

After a short wait, we boarded a small twenty-passenger plane and took off in the 

direction of Kathmandu. (p.369) 

The book does does not give any further details about which airplane Ronen and Ari 

travelled on. One of the carriers using this airport in Bhairawa is Buddha Air. It is 

based in Kathmandu and started its operations in 1997. This carrier used the aircraft 

American Beech 1900D which has 19 seats. This airplane was built by the Beech 

Aircraft Corporation which was founded in 1932 by Walter and Olive Beech. During 

the Second World War and the following decades it built numerous civilian and 

military aircraft, and in March 1991 it was awarded a type certificate for the 1900D 

aircraft.
457

 Another of the carriers using this airport is Yeti Airlines. It started its 

operations in 1998, and together with its subsidiary forms the largest domestic airline in 

Nepal. The aircraft it used was the DHC-6 Twin Otter, which also has 19 seats. This 

airplane is a Canadian “Short Takeoff and Landing” utility aircraft which was 

developed by de Havilland Canada – (hence the letters “DHC”), a company founded in 

1928 by the British de Havilland Aircraft Company.
458

 It is quite possible that Ronen 

and Ari travelled on one of these aircraft, and this is confirmed by the fact that Ronen 

wrote that the airplane was a “twenty-passenger plane”. 
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In February 2008, flights from Bhairawa to Kathmandu took about 45 minutes and cost 

about $200 for foreigners and $115 for nationals.
459

  

The plane landed in Kathmandu and Ari took me to the hotel in which he stayed the night 

before. Opposite the hotel I saw a large sign in Hebrew „Beit Chabad, Strictly Kosher 

Restaurant, Synagogue, Torah Classes and More‟. (pp.370-71)  

Kathmandu is the capital city of Nepal and is also the largest metropolitan city in that 

country. The city is the urban core of the Kathmandu Valley in the Himalayas. Its 

population in 2005 (the period of Ronen‟s escape) was approaching 800,000 

inhabitants. The history of the city goes back about two thousand years, as is inferred 

from an inscription in the Kathmandu Valley. However, the name “Kathmandu” is 

named after a structure in “Durbar Square” called Kasthamandap which is the Sanskrit 

for “wood covered shelter” and refers to a two story pagoda built in 1596 by King 

Laxmi Narsingh Malla, and it is made entirely of wood with no nails nor supports; a 

legend states that it was made from a single tree. The term “Dunbar Square” literally 

means a place of palaces and there are three of them in Kathmandu.
460

 

Tourism is an important industry in Nepal and in Kathmandu. The neighborhood of 

Thamel, which is on the north-western side of the city, is the primary area for tourists. 

In that area there are numerous hotels, guest houses and restaurants.
461

  However, from 

the comments made by various tourists who were in Kathmandu, it can be seen that 

even the very basic amenities are not up to western standards. Mary Ogilvie who was 

there in November 2008, wrote regarding the water, “you have to use bottled water for 

even brushing your teeth, and are advised not to open your mouth in the shower.... Beer 

is a pretty good alternative.” She added that in contrast, the plumbing (presumably at 

the place where she stayed) was “in good working order”.
462

 However, at a similar 

period, two other tourists, Sandra and Betty, did not concur and commented that “sewer 

drainage is also very bad.” They also mentioned the serious problems with the 

electricity in the city and that for only eight hours a day there was electricity.
463

  

Kathmandu‟s narrow streets are lined with numerous small shops selling almost 

everything one could want, which includes food, clothes, handicrafts, DVDs which are 
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mostly pirated, and there are also travel agents there.
464

  The principal languages 

spoken in Kathmandu include Nepali, Newari, English and even Hebrew.
465

  

The main religions in Kathmandu are Hinduism and Buddhism, and there are a lot of 

Hindu temples and Buddhist monasteries in this city. Many of the Buddhists there are 

Tibetan refugees. There seems to be a good relationship between these two religions in 

the city, since there are many places where the two religions share a shrine.
466

 Two 

hundred years ago, a Western tourist to the city wrote that there were as many temples 

as there were houses and as many idols as there were people.
467

  An encyclopedic 

article on this city, lists adherents to other religions found there, (but a smaller number 

than Hindus and Buddhists), and these include Jains, Sikhs, Muslims and Christians.
468

 

Jews are not listed amongst them, since the permanent Jewish community in Nepal is 

very small and consists largely of diplomatic officials and staff at the local Chabad 

House. Nepal is however the most popular place for Israeli backpackers.
469

  

As with a very large number of locations all over the world, there is a Chabad House in 

Kathmandu. It is situated in the Thamel district of Kathmandu and its address is Gha-2-

516-4Thamel.
470

 (The term “Gha” means a side-street.
471

)  One can immediately see 

that no street name is given for the Chabad House. This is because the minor streets in 

this city do not have names – just numbers and the area where they are situated. 

The Directors of the Kathmandu Chabad House are Rabbi Chezky Lifshitz and his wife 

Chani, and they have been there since the year 2000.
472

  Hanging across the street is a 

board which has on its top line “Bet Chabad Kathmandu” in Hebrew, and on the next 

line in English “Chabad House”. The bottom line is not clear in the photograph but it 

could be “Chabad House” written in Nepalese script.
473

 Chabad House in Kathmandu 

has many activities and according to its published list these include Shabbat 
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Hospitality, Synagogue, Library, Adult Education, and Hospital and Prison 

Visitation.
474

  

A traveller who was there in December 2004 described this Chabad House. “At first 

you notice the small sign pointing to the stairs, then the painted wall on the way to the 

second floor „Glatmandu Restaurant‟ „Bet Chabad‟ etc. the door has a big „Welcome‟ 

painted on and swings both ways. After walking in, you notice the myriad of different 

things going on ... from people eating kosher Schnitzel and Humus, playing on the 

guitar that is always somewhere here, reading the different notes on the board, travel 

books and reports or just books. Walking in deeper you notice the small synagogue area 

and the Internet right next to it, people uploading photos and chatting with family.”
475

  

The Chabad House Kathmandu website states that it is located opposite a certain named 

hotel. This hotel is a building 5 stories high and it was opened in 1990. According to its 

prospectus, in addition to the standard rooms, the hotel has 50 de luxe rooms, 5 mini-

suites and also an annex which has 40 standard rooms; it has a restaurant and cafe 

which serve a variety of cuisines which include Chinese, Continental, Indian or 

Nepalese; there is also a conference room which can accommodate 120 people for a 

conference and 300 for a cocktail dinner.
476

 The reviews of those who had stayed at this 

hotel in 2011 were mixed. Some summaries by “TripAdvisor” include “Clean, 

comfortable and great location”, “Horrible Hotel with even worse service”, “Simple but 

good”, and “Worst Place”.
477

   

The book does not state the name of the hotel that Ari stayed in except that it was 

opposite Chabad House, and it is thus possible that it was this hotel. Alternatively, there 

are many other hotels in the area of Chabad House
478

 and the reason that they state they 

are opposite this particular hotel is that it is prominent as a landmark, even though there 

is another hotel in the immediate area which is larger or at least of similar size.
479

  

Many of the stores in the area in the area had Hebrew signs, and the streets were filled 

with Israelis. (p.371) 

The book “Israeli Backpackers” writes on this, “ ... backpacker ghettos in ... 

Kathmandu .... contain visible „sections‟ that Israelis frequent. Such sections include 

special guest houses, restaurants, bookstores, and travel agencies catering to Israelis, 

with Hebrew signs, Hebrew menus, Hebrew fonts in the internet cafes.... Since no one 
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but Israelis can read them, Hebrew signs and notes on bulletin boards around  ... 

Kathmandu  give other Israelis encoded information about recommended restaurants, 

hotels and services.”
480

  

Furthermore, trekkers in Kathmandu have reported on the Hebrew signs. One of them 

wrote “Trekking in Nepal is fashionable among young Israelis. So much so that many 

shops in Kathmandu and Pokhara have signs in Hebrew”.
481

 Another one wrote, “Quite 

a few Israelis in Kathmandu, lots of signs in Ivrit [Hebrew]”.
482

 Yet another wrote 

“Lakeside in Pokhara and Thamel in Kathmandu are constructs for tourists and hardly 

count as Nepali at all. Signs are usually only in English, occasionally in Hebrew too. 

The Nepali script is nowhere to be seen.”
483

  

As will been seen later, around the period of Rosh Hashanah (the period when Ronen 

was in Kathmandu) and even more so for Pesach, there are hundreds or even thousands 

of Israelis in this area of Kathmandu. 

Even though countries like foreign tourists since it brings them in money, it would 

seem from the very critical words of one trekker that this was not the case with the 

Israeli backpackers in Nepal. He described them as “rude, arrogant, and argue over 

trifling amounts of money.” He even went as far as  writing that “many guesthouses in 

this poor country [Nepal] will even tell Israeli trekking groups that they are full rather 

than accept them.”
484

    

[Because Ronen was afraid that an Israeli in the area of Thamel might recognise him and 

immediately it would become public knowledge] I asked Ari to switch to a hotel in a less 

Israeli area [which Ari then did]. (p.371) 

The book does not state the name of the hotel they moved to, or even the area of 

Kathmandu where it was located. There are about 112 hotels in Kathmandu with the 

largest concentration of them being located in Thamel (about 36 hotels) or the 

adjoining areas of Paknajol (about 11 hotels).
485

 The new hotel was obviously not a 

hotel in these areas, nor probably in the adjoining areas, such as Jyatha or 

Chhetrapati.
486

 Because riding is forbidden on Shabbat and Festivals, Ronen and Ari 

had to walk to the prayer services on Rosh Hashanah. Therefore, presumably the hotel 

they stayed at was not too far away from Thamel (or from the place where the prayer 
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services were held). This still leaves a lot of possible hotels, but no further conclusion 

can be arrived at as to the actual hotel.   

[Unknown to Ronen, his father had died 7 months earlier and on erev Rosh Hashanah] Ari 

came over to me and tore my shirt [telling Ronen that his father had died adding] We asked 

Rabbi Ovadia Yosef and he told us not to tell you since you were in so much pain already 

and he was afraid it would break you completely. (p.372) 

One of the laws of mourning on the death of a close relative is the ceremonial tearing of 

one‟s garments. For a parent this tearing is done on all the garments on the left side “to 

expose the heart” and for a different close relative it is done on just one garment on the 

right side.
487

  If one hears of the death of a close relative within 30 days of the burial, 

one has the full mourning rites, namely firstly the shiva period for a week, then the 

shloshim period for a further 23 days.
488

  For a parent there is a total period of 

mourning for 12 months. If however, one hears of the death only after 30 days from the 

date of the burial, one only has a period of “one hour” of mourning and for a parent the 

remainder, if any, of the 12 months.
489

 Since it was then over 30 days but within 12 

months of the date that Ronen‟s father had died, he just had to tear his garments, 

observe “one hour” of more intense mourning, together with just 5 months observance 

of the mourning regulations which apply during the 12 month mourning period for 

parents. 

If by informing a person of the death of a relative it could affect his health in some 

way, then one may not inform him.
490

 For this reason Ronen was not informed at the 

time of his father‟s death. 

The Chabad messengers rented a large hall for the Rosh Hashanah meals. There were 

approximately one thousand five hundred Israelis of all colors and types. The prayers 

were amazing, the meals excellent and an ambience of joy pervaded the room. (p.373) 

The location of the large hall is not stated, but on the following Pesach, (another 

occasion in the year when there is a large visitation of Israelis in Kathmandu), Chabad 

rented a hall in a hotel which was in the Lazimput district of Kathmandu,
491

 about 1.4 

kilometres (by road) from Chabad House.
492

  

It is possible that they rented the same large hall for that Rosh Hashanah. This Festival 

which is of duration two days is the Jewish New Year and occurs in September or 
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October – in 2005 it occurred on Tuesday–Wednesday, 4–5 October.
493

 The Synagogue 

services are considerably longer than those of other Festivals
494

 and the shofar is 

blown, customarily 100 blasts, during the service.
495

 There are special foods at the meal 

which include apple which is dipped in honey, pomegranate and various other fruits 

and vegetables. Over each of these foods, one says a special prayer of hope for the New 

Year.
496

 

Rosh Hashanah in Chabad House in Kathmandu “has been dubbed as the biggest Rosh 

Hashana meal in the world.” One of the Israeli hikers who was there for Rosh 

Hashanah in 2008 reported on how the various hikers co-operated in the preparations. 

He wrote “the atmosphere is amazing, everyone joined together to help the Chabad 

House. Not one hiker has remained indifferent, everyone has rolled up their sleeves and 

are helping out.”
497

  

A number of people who have spent a Rosh Hashanah at the Chabad House in 

Kathmandu have recorded their comments and reminiscences. Here are some of them: 

“I participated in the Rosh Hashana meals at the Chabad House in Nepal three years 

ago [2002 or 2003] and I was one of 1500 Israelis who experience this special feeling. 

Rabbi Chezki who is a hiker himself (he knows all the places in Nepal) is marvelous, 

he knows everything and is always there for you for whatever you need ...” (signed by a 

girl calling herself “Complete secular girl”).
498

  

“Every Rosh Hashana you get hundreds of secular, young Israelis flocking to 

Kathmandu's Chabad House to dine together. It‟s not a matter of religious or secular. 

It‟s linked to wanting to feel connected to something for a few hours.”  (Boaz 

Albaranes, a student at the Haifa Technion)
499

  

 “ ...I came in from celebrating the Jewish New Year ... with the Israelis in Kathmandu, 

a contingent of 300+ young people, mostly traveling through Nepal, at one of the city‟s 

ubiquitous „party palaces‟ [a place hired by Chabad of Kathmandu for Rosh Hashanah] 

.... I doubt, however, that many bar mitzvahs, Pesach seders or Rosh Hashonah 

celebrations have rattled these walls, much less seen bearded, impish Reb Kresky once 
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again up on his make-shift chair singing to his heart‟s delight, black suit & black hat 

swaying to his own tune, to usher in the joyful fragrance of a new year....  we sat at the 

long table covered with plates of humus, challah bread, honey, pomegranate and salads 

with vivacious young Jews of all varieties.” (Posted by Keith D. Leslie)
500

  

“Even though I spent too much time in Kathmandu and it started to bore me, I had to 

wait a little longer to the main event. The Jewish new year [Rosh Hashanah] is 

celebrated each year in Kathmandu in a huge forum of more than 600 people, being led 

by Chabad House. It is always in the peak season of tourism in Nepal, and for that 

reason the celebration is very popular. In reality – the event was quite disappointing, 

though a happy one. The Rabbi decided that he doesn‟t want the people celebrating 

new-year to envy the people celebrating Passover (which also falls in the peak tourist 

season of April), so he asked everybody to sing the popular Passover song “ECHAD 

MI YODEA”, after explaining that nowhere it is stated that the song is only for 

Passover! I found myself singing “ECHAD MI YODEA”, a Passover song during 

ROSH HASHANA (new year‟s day) and looking for the candid camera...” (R. Eldar)
501

  

This last reminisce was from Rosh Hashanah 2005, the Rosh Hashanah that Ronen was 

in the Chabad House in Kathmandu. 

One might mention that although there is a large attendance of Israelis at the 

Kathmandu Chabad activities on Rosh Hashanah, the numbers are even larger for the 

Pesach Seder.  The first Seder for Israelis in Kathmandu was organised by the Israeli 

Embassy in 1989 and took place in a local bakery. Some years later, the Seders were 

organised by Chabad and the numbers radically increased that by 2005 there were 2000 

participants.
502

  

[A new Israeli passport with Ronen‟s name had been ordered and had arrived from Israel, 

but it had no entrance stamp to Nepal nor a Nepali visa stamped in it. Great efforts were 

made to get these necessary stamps] and in the end we found someone who could obtain 

the stamp we needed. He operates with a border policeman, who in exchange for money 

stamps passports with real visas. (p.373) 

Nepal is very strict on having entrance stamps and visas to enter the country and a 

failure to do so can lead to severe penalties. 

 In an information leaflet brought out by the United States Embassy in Nepal it states 

under the heading “Arrest and detention Procedures”; “IMMIGRATION 

VIOLATIONS: Violation of immigration regulations can result in lengthy prison 

sentences and/or deportation. In the case of visa overstays, if the violator is unable to 
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pay owed visa fees and fines, the person will be imprisoned until the fees are paid or 

„served off‟ at the rate of 25 rupees served off per day.”
503

  

A 36 year old journalist Jonathan Mitchell, who had been born in Newcastle in 

England, described what happened to him in connection with visas in Nepal. He wrote, 

“The Nepalese government „lost‟ my passport and destroyed any files relating to my 

press visa, denying it ever existed ... I was locked up for three weeks in Immigration 

Detention and they demanded and were paid US$ 10,000 in „visa fines‟! If I had not 

raised the money ... then I was facing being charged and tried under Nepali law and 

would have had to await the trial and outcome from Kathmandu Central Jail.”
504

 

According to a report in “The Sentinel”, a Staffordshire newspaper, Mitchell claims 

that all he did was to overstay his tourist visa “a month or so” and the Nepalese 

authorities had told him that if he did not pay this fine he could “face 10 years behind 

bars”. It was an internet campaign, highlighting his plight which enabled him to raise 

most of the money to pay the fine.
505

   

Even the absence of just an entrance stamp in one‟s passport can make problems for the 

visitor. A visitor wrote, “I can‟t believe they‟re making us pay a fine. We have our visa 

and receipts to prove our transportation and hotel stay in Nepal. Why didn‟t the guy 

stamp our passports at the border?”
506

  

In addition to a visa, if people want to go on “most of Nepal‟s popular trekking areas 

[they] require separate permits which can be bought in Kathmandu or through trekking 

companies. If you get caught in a park without a permit, you will be heavily fined.”
507

  

It can therefore be seen why every effort was made to secure the necessary stamps in 

Ronen‟s Israeli passport. Any punishment could have easily disclosed that he had 

escaped from prison in India and could have had led to very unpleasant consequences. 

We spent Shabbat in the Chabad House. (p.374) 

That year Rosh Hashanah had been on Tuesday and Wednesday. The following 

Shabbat, namely, the Shabbat between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, is known as 

Shabbat Shuva the Sabbath of Repentance. The haftarah (reading from the Prophets) on 
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that Shabbat begins with the words “Shuva Yisrael” – Return O Israel to the 

Almighty.
508

 

One of the many activities of the Chabad House in Kathmandu in their list of advertised 

activities is “Shabbat Hospitality”.
509

 It is on Shabbat that the kosher restaurant on the 

premises doubles up as a large dining hall where open Shabbat meals for tourist are 

held.
510

  

 One of the visitors to this Chabad House in November 2004 wrote on this that, 

“Shabbat and Holidays are of course the highlights of Bet Chabad activity with 

Kiddush and Candle Lighting, meals, conversations and explanations about religion 

and other things. After the first meal Friday night there is „story time‟ where around the 

table people tell stories or remarks, sometimes about Bet Chabad, sometimes about 

religion and sometimes just funny anecdotes. It's a special feeling in the air, and almost 

every time someone says something moving or just amazing.”
511

   

A visitor in June 2008 wrote “Shabbat in Kathmandu was really nice. We went to 

Chabad for both meals (strange that our first food here tasted like it was straight from 

Brooklyn) - was very pleasant.”
512

  

Another group who had been trekking around Mount Everest, finished their two week 

sojourn in Nepal with a Shabbat in the Chabad House in Kathmandu and wrote, “Our 

trek ends with Shabbat in Kathmandu, including davening and meals at Chabad House 

- Beit Knesset (synagogue), Kosher restaurant, meeting place and home away from 

home for many Jewish travellers.”
513

 Both on the Friday night and Shabbat day this 

group ate their meals at the Chabad House.
514

  

We left Kathmandu at seven o‟clock in the [Sunday] morning and were scheduled to land 

in Israel on Monday at four o‟clock in the morning, after a stopover in Thailand. It would 

be one day before Yom Kippur. (p.374) 

Actually Yom Kippur that year was on Thursday and so it is inaccurate to write that 

they were scheduled to arrive in Israel “one day before Yom Kippur ”. 

The airport at which Ronen and Ari, began this last stage of their journey was almost 

certainly Tribhuvan International Airport, which is the sole international airport in 

Kathmandu. It was originally known as Gaucher Airport, named after the area of 
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Kathmandu where it is situated. It was renamed Tribhuvan Airport in 1955, after the 

father of the then King of Nepal. The airport is situated about six kilometres from the 

city center in the Kathmandu valley. It has two terminals, one for domestic flights and 

one for international flights and there is an executive lounge for First Class passengers 

and Business Class passengers. Today about 30 international airlines use this airport.
515

  

There are no El Al flights from Kathmandu. One needs to go to Bangkok to get a flight 

to Israel. The name of the airline on which Ronen travelled is not mentioned in the 

book but there are only two airlines which have as one of their routes Kathmandu to 

Bangkok (although there might have been others in 2005).
516

 

One of these airlines is Nepal Airlines and it was established in 1958 as a government 

owned national flag-carrier airline. It originally had the word “Royal” in its name – this 

was the period of the monarchy in Nepal and hence the word “Royal”. Over the years it 

acquired a number of airplanes including several Boeings. It originally had a number of 

domestic routes and also international routes which included Europe and the Far East.  

However, in later years, the airline terminated its services to Europe and to some of 

those to the Far East.
517

  

The other airline is Thai Airways International. It is the national flag carrier and largest 

airline of Thailand and was formed in 1988, although its origins date back to 1960. It is 

the largest airline in Thailand. It was the first Asia-Pacific airline to serve London 

Heathrow Airport and among East Asian airlines it has one of the largest passenger 

operations in Europe. As at 2011, it flies to 72 destinations in 35 countries using a fleet 

of 89 aircraft, and has destinations which include Europe, Asia, Africa, North America 

and Oceania. Like Nepal Airlines, it has also curtailed a number of its international 

flights.
518

  

[When Ronen handed his passport to the clerk at the Kathmandu airport, the clerk] looked 

at it and began to act in a very strange way. ... beads of sweat dripped down his forehead 

... fiddled with papers on his desk ... licked his lips a few times. ... [Finally he] stamped 

„exit‟ on my passport. (p.374) 

When entering or exiting any country, one has to go through passport control. There, a 

passport stamp, which is almost always a rubber stamp inked impression, is stamped in 

one‟s passport, together with the date, both when entering and exiting a country,  

Countries also often have a different shape of the stamp or a different colour ink for 
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entries and exits. Such stamps enable a country to know which foreign nationals are 

present in a country, and whether they are there illegally, either without any visa or 

whether they have overstayed their visit to that country.
519 

Even a person who has legally entered a country might not always be safe in that 

country. An example could be the case of a person who has been convicted of a crime 

in one country or even suspected of committing a crime but succeeds in fleeing to 

another country. For such a person, there is a process known as extradition whereby 

one nation or state surrenders a suspected or convicted criminal to another nation or 

state. However, this process is not automatic but is governed by a treaty between two 

such countries. Even in such treaties there are often many exceptions as to who can be 

extradited. Such reasons could be that the crime is of a political nature, or if extradited 

he might receive cruel, inhumane or degrading treatment or that the death penalty may 

be imposed on that person, or that they might not be given a fair trial. There are some 

nations who refuse to extradite their own citizens, preferring to put on them on trial 

themselves.
520

  

There have been extradition treaties in the past between India and Nepal. The first 

treaty was signed in 1855, and it was revised in 1953.
521

 The latter was the treaty which 

was in force when Ronen escaped from India to Nepal in 2005. 

However, according to Article 2 of this 1953 extradition treaty, “Neither Government 

[i.e. India and Nepal] shall be bound in any case to surrender any person who is not a 

national of the country by the Government of which the requisition has been made.”
522

  

In other words this treaty does not have provisions for the extradition of third-country 

nationals. 

At the beginning of 2005, there were negotiations to amend the extradition treaty 

between India and Nepal, and it was then even reported that they were close to signing. 

However, there were differences of opinion between these two countries on the 

extradition of third country nationals which prevented its signing. The “Nepali Times” 

at that period wrote, “Foreign and Home Ministry officials in Kathmandu were tight-

lipped about whether Nepal had finally given in to Indian demands that it hand over 

third country nationals caught in Nepal to India.”
523

 According to “The Times of India” 
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of January 2010, due to the “political instability” in Nepal, this revised extradition 

treaty had still not yet been signed.
524

  

Ronen was a national of Israel and not of India nor Nepal, and was thus a “third-

country national” and was therefore not covered by the Indo-Nepal extradition treaty in 

force in October 2005. 

 

It is thus not clear why there was this initial hesitation on the part of the clerk at the 

airport to stamp “exit” in Ronen‟s passport. Had he been informed that there was an 

escaped prisoner who might have reached Nepal? In any case, the extradition of a third-

country national from Nepal to India was not covered in the treaty. What made the 

clerk after this hesitation finally stamp Ronen‟s passport? Could it be that the delay by 

the clerk was due to something else completely, but the nervous state of Ronen made 

him attribute the apparent hesitation to something connected to himself? 

 

The flight to Thailand was short, but we had to wait ten hours there for our El-Al flight 

there to Tel Aviv. (p.374) 

 

In 2010, the time to fly from Kathmandu to Bangkok nonstop was about three and a 

quarter hours.
525

  In Bangkok, Ronen and Ari had to wait for the El Al flight. 

 

El Al Israel Airlines, the flag-carrier of the State of Israel, was established in 1948 soon 

after the establishment of the State of Israel. The Hebrew words “El Al” translated into 

English are “To the Skies”. It operates international passenger and cargo flights, 

between Israel and destinations in Europe, Asia, America, Africa, and the Far East and 

these destinations include Bangkok. However, some of El Al‟s routes have during the 

last decade been transferred to the Israel‟s two private airlines. Throughout the decades 

El Al has purchased more modern aircraft and today its fleet consists of Boeing aircraft. 

Its head office is located in the grounds of Ben-Gurion Airport. During its history, El 

Al has airlifted Jews to Israel in countries where they were at risk, such as Ethiopia and 

Yemen. In order to foil any terrorist attacks and hijacking, El Al has incorporated 

numerous security measures in its operations and is acknowledged to be the world‟s 

more secure airline.
526

  

 

It was a long and emotional flight [to Israel]. The plane flew on and on. ... Suddenly I saw 

the lights of my beloved Israel from above. (p.375) 
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Theoretically the shortest way to fly from Bangkok to Tel Aviv would be to fly over 

Myanmar (Burma), India, Pakistan, Iran, Iraq, Saudi Arabia and Jordan. However most 

of these countries are not at all friendly to Israel and one cannot fly over their airspace.  

 

Airspace is the portion of the atmosphere controlled by a country above its territory, 

including its territorial waters. There is no international agreement on the vertical 

extent of sovereign airspace; there are only suggestions which range from about 

30 kilometres (the extent of the highest aircraft and balloons) to about 160 kilometres 

(the lowest extent of short-term stable orbits).
527

  

 

It can be dangerous, even fatal, to fly over airspace of a country without its consent. 

This occurred with an El Al passenger plane which went off route over Bulgaria due to 

bad weather in July 1955. Bulgaria shot down the airplane, which then burst apart and 

crashed in flames, killing all the 51 passengers and the 7 crew members. Bulgaria 

belatedly issued a formal apology, stating that their fighter pilots had been too hasty in 

shooting down the airplane and agreed to pay compensation to the victims‟ families.
528

  

 

As a result of these non-friendly countries, El-Al has to take a more indirect route when 

flying between Bangkok and Tel-Aviv. Since Israel has good relations with Myanmar, 

it can fly over that country. It also has overflight rights for India. The flight continues 

over the Indian Ocean until it reaches the Gulf of Aden taking care to avoid Somali and 

Yemeni airspace. It then makes an almost 90 degree turn to the north and continues 

over the Djiboutian and Eritrean side of Bab-el-Mandeb. It then continues over the 

Egyptian side of the Red Sea (Egypt and Israel have given each other mutual overflight 

rights) taking care to avoid Saudi airspace.  Finally it flies over the Gulf of Aqaba, Eilat 

and continues northwards to Tel-Aviv.
529

 The shortest time for such a flight is about 11 

hours.
530

  

 

This indirect route resulted in an exchange of comments by users in February 2002, on 

“The Wings of the Web” following the death of a man on this Bangkok to Tel-Aviv 

route. 

 

The news item was, “A 75 years old man collapsed yesterday 4 hours into an El-Al 

flight from Thailand to Israel. Doctors on the plane tried to give him a treatment but he 

died. The B777 with 250 pax [passengers] on board continued to Tel-Aviv.” 

There was immediately a comment by “Iain”, “Pretty much every other airline apart 

from El Al would have landed ASAP! [as soon as possible].” To this, a person calling 
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himself “LY744” wrote in a sarcastic manner, “Yeah, I‟m sure LY‟s Arab friends 

would be glad to help them ...   I'm talking about such friendly nations as Yemen, Saudi 

Arabia, Somalia, Sudan etc.” In a similar vein “Pete” wrote, “I‟m with LY744.... don‟t 

put this guilt trip on Israel, too. El Al flights in that region have to take extremely 

circuitous routes to avoid the „friendly skies‟ of our Muslim friends.”
531

  

Finally this flight approached the shores of Israel. Ronen writes that he saw “the lights 

of my beloved Israel” and earlier he stated that he was scheduled to arrive in Israel at 4 

o‟clock in the morning. The date was Monday, 10 October 2005 and sunrise in Tel 

Aviv was 5.40 a.m.
532

 (Israel Standard Time - Daylight Saving Time ended that year in 

Israel on the previous day.
533

) Thus at 4 o‟clock in the morning, it would be pitch dark 

and a mass of street lights in the cities would be seen through the windows of the 

airplane. 

When I left Israel a year and a half before the new terminal was under construction, and 

upon my return an unfamiliar terminal greeted me. (p.375) 

Ben-Gurion International Airport has its origins from 1936, the days of the British 

Mandate when it was called Wilhelma Airport and in 1943 it was renamed RAF Lydda, 

due to its proximity to the city of Lod, which in Greco-Latin is Lydda. On the 

establishment of the State of Israel, its name was changed to Lod Airport. In 1973 it 

was named Ben-Gurion International Airport, after David Ben-Gurion, the first prime 

minister of Israel.
534

 

The airport is operated by the Israel Airports Authority which is a government-owned 

corporation that manages all public airports and border crossings in the State of Israel. 

It has three runways and is used by commercial, private and military aircraft. This 

airport is regarded as one of the world‟s most secure airports with a security fence that 

includes both police officers and soldiers. In 2005, when Ronen returned about nine 

million passengers passed through this airport.
535

 

Originally, all the flights departed from what is today known as “Terminal 1” but as 

time when on and more and more passengers used this terminal, it became completely 

inadequate, and in 1994 it was decided to build a much larger terminal. However, it 

was not until October 2004 that this new building known as “Terminal 3” was opened. 

(From 1969 there was also a “Terminal 2” to serve domestic flights.)
536

 Thus, when 
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Ronen left for India in mid-2004, only “Terminal 1” was in use, but when he returned 

in October 2005, he disembarked to “Terminal 3”.
 
 After “Terminal 3” had been built, 

in an article in “Architectural Record”, Andrea Dean described “Terminal 1” as “an 

outmoded remnant from the 1930s British Mandate over Palestine.”
537

  

The old terminal [Terminal 1] was small, but the new one [Terminal 3] was huge. I found 

myself walking endlessly. (p.375) 

“Terminal 3”, which cost about one billion US dollars to build, replaced “Terminal 1” 

as the main international gateway to and from Israel. The overall layout is similar to 

that of airports in Europe and North America, with multiple levels and considerable 

distances to walk after disembarking from the aircraft, but such a walk is assisted by 

escalators and moving walkways. Hence Ronen‟s comments “I found myself walking 

endlessly.” The ground floor departures hall has 110 check-in-counters and is of size of 

over 10,000 square metres. This terminal also has a small shopping mall, which 

includes shops, restaurants, a post-office and the airport also has two Synagogues.  

Airplanes which take off and land can be viewed from a distinctive tilted glass wall. At 

the lower level of this terminal there is a railway station with trains to Tel Aviv, Haifa 

and Modi‟in. The airport is also accessible by public buses and cars.
538

  

Security at this airport is naturally tight, and this includes questioning travelers, but 

unfortunately in today‟s world, one has to be one step ahead of the terrorists. It is 

natural that most of the comments on this airport which are posted on the internet will 

refer to this security and most see it in a positive way.  

Here are some extracts of examples of these comments made towards the end of 2009:  

“Ben Gurion Airport is incredible! I have travelled through a few times in the past year, 

and have been out of the terminal within 30 minutes including picking up luggage! 

That is incredible. Security is tight but there are no long queues and it is efficient.” 

Another supportive comment: “Great airport! Modern clean terminal is a pleasure to 

travel through. Staff are all helpful and assertive and security seems excellent. Queues 

were not too bad for anything, whilst duty free selection has improved. Terminal design 

makes travelling relaxing and at some times, almost like being in a lounge.”
539

 

However there are also non-complimentary comments arising mainly from the strict 

security checks: “Was made to go thru the security drama. Stand in a line and are asked 

questions regarding who I visited, why I was there etc... my sister being questioned - is 
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she a Jew, who is she married to, how long has she lived here ... Off to a long bench. 

Unpack EVERYTHING that took me 4hrs the night before.... Went thru two more 

checks after booking in. Staff very arrogant and don't care attitude. Would it help to be 

friendly??? They have all the power....”
540

  

************************** 

Ronen’s family was at the airport to meet him and this included his second daughter 

who had been born whilst he was jail in India. He returned to his home in Safed, a city 

in northern Israel. As to be expected, after such a traumatic experience in an Indian 

jail, it took Ronen some time to undergo a full physical and emotional rehabilitation. 
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