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ﬁgg mi yodeya

What is the source for blowing the shofar during Hoshannot?

As o lad attending a shul in Washington Heights, NY, I noticed that the rav blew 10 blasts from
the shofar after each hakafah on Hoshanna Rabba. Our shul davened Nusach Ashkenaz.

It is a custom of the Spanish and Portuguese Jews globally. I just came from hearing it at
Cong, Shearith Israel a few hours ago! The best source is probably the Keter Shem Tov of
Shem Tov Guaguine. While the custom is quite old I have not been able to trace its source.
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Rav Moshe Soloveitchik’s son says that the Yamim Noraim
spent in Bex were nerve-wracking, “They had just a minyan —
ten people. One member went to rest after Shacharis, and the
entire group had to wait for him to continue davening. Rav
Aharon Leib was the baal tefillah. My father was an expert baal
tokera all his life. but that year, although he put the shofar to
his lips and tried again and again, the tekios were very weak.
It was a terrible year for the Jews in Europe, and Rav Aharon
Letb said afterwards that Reb Moshe’s tekios could possibly
have sweetened the gezetros — but they were not meant to, so
the shofar didn't work™
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