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THE TIMES OF ISRAEL

= ——

15th August, 1969

IO YEARS AFTER THE LIBERATION OF HEBRON

ALMOST 4.000 YEARS HAVE PASSED SINCE ABRAHAM PURCHASED THE CAVE OF
TACHPELA AND ITS SURROUNDING TERRITORY AS A FINAL RESTING PLACE FOR HIS WIFE

ARA.

THE PRICE WAS 400 SHEKELS OF SILVER — A TIDY SUM IN THOSE DAYS — AND THE

RANSACTION MADE WITH EPHRON IN THE PRESENCE OF THE SONS OF CHAIT WAS SUPPOSED

10 BE ETERNALLY BINDING.

Political Interests and Religious Rights
clash at the Cave of Machpela

s o

RABBI MOSHE LEVINGER
... Gideon hadt a bigger army

18P

DR, CHAIM SIMON
«+ .. Weare not “visitors”

In 1969 we, the

a common : official

of Abraham, ought to be digging
up the descendants of Ephron and
demanding our money back. For
it turns out we were swindled.
We don’t really own Machpela at
all. According to the Israell
government, we are merely
“visitors” there, spiritual squat-
ters at the sufferance of our:
Arab Landlords.

Hebron, the city that grew up -
around Machpela, is the second

holiest place inIsrael after Jeru-
salem. David reigned in Hebron
for seven years before being
annointed king of all Israel and
it was In the City of Hebron
that the first six of his many
sons were born. Israel’'s
presence there is confined to a
military governor's headquar-
ters and a courageous but
miniscule band of Yeshiva stu-
dents and their families, under
the leadership of Rabbi Moshe
Levinger, determined against all
odds to return the city to the
mainstream of Jewish life.

REFLECTIONS IN MICROCOSM

Machpela and Hebron are re-
flections in microcosm of the
ambivalence of Israeli policy
toward the liberated areas of
the Weést Bank. They are two
separate issues - one religious,
the other political - but within
the broad spectrum of unsettled
Middle East proble.ms they have

tmidity and intellecrual dis-
honesty.

The Cave of Machpela offers
the most striking example of
this double-barreled syndrome.
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Sara,
Rebecca and Leah are all buried
there - but the keys to the
Crusader Church (now a Mosque)
built above the crypts remain in
the hands of an Arab manager.
His bristling suzerainty is backed
up by balf a dozen Israeli sol-
diers armed with automatic
weapons.

UNLIMITED ARAB ACCESS
The Arabs, towhom Machpela
is als holy by virtue of their
descendancy from Abraham, are
permitted unlimited access to
the Mosque and burial grounds.
Jews are accorded ‘“visiting-
rights.” These, posted in bold
black letters throughout the
grounds, specify that Jews may
enter the Cave for prayer three
times a day for a total of six
hours, excluding Friday. On Fri<
day, the Moslem day of rest,
Jews are completely barred from
the premises. The edict extends
even to JeWwish holidays falling
on Friday. There is no com-
parable ban on Moslem entry
on Saturday and unrestricted
Arab use of the premises ap-
parently includes the right to
shout curses, issue cat-calls, and

THE CAVE OF MACHPELA
Rules of Behaviour for Visitors

I. Visiting is permitted from
Sunday — Thursday between

. the hours 7.30 — 11.30 a.m.,
1.30 - 3.00 p.m., and 4.00 —
5.00 p.m.

2. No visiting is permitted on

Fridays, Saturdays and Jew-

ish Festivals.

3.1t is forbidden to enter this
Holy Place in immodest attire.

4. Food may not be brought in.

5. Smoking is prohibited on
these premises.

6.1t is forbidden to carry arms.
7. It is forbidden to light candles.

a703mn myn
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Sign, only in Hebrew, at entrance

to Machpela:  Th “visitors”
YOU ARE REQUESTED TO rores secitcally 1o, s o and
OBSERVE THESE INSTRUC-  the “rules” are strictly enforced | |
TIONS IMPLICITLY ! The Arabs have free run of the
5 BY ORDER establishment at all times,
Chief Army Chaplaincy. 4 Translation
create a general disturbance  They told the TIMES OF ISRAEL

while Jewish services are in
progress.

Israel Government authori-
des have refused to permit the
performance of a Brith Mila at
Machpela on grounds that itwould
disturb Arab sensibilities. Yet,
these same authorities have
looked the other way when the
bodies of suspected Arab ter-
rorists are paraded In solemn
ceremony before the Ark at the
cave. It s our own government
that has ruled against High Holy
Day services at Machpela as an
Intrusion on Moslem feelings.
It apparently sees no intrusion
on Jewish feelings in the fact
that Jews are physically ejected
from a Jewish holy place three
times a day.

The first Jewish “closing-
hour™ at Machpela 1s at 11:30
a.m, The soldiers assigned the
Job of hustling Jewish worship-
pers off the premises obviously
had little stomach for the task.

OUR ANCESTORS ARE BURIED HERE

2

R W R

ABRAHAM

reporting team that they were
confused and pained by an order
that violated every moral and
religlious ‘precept they’d been
taught. These are the same young
men who were ordered to tear
down the flag of their country
after it was raised over the
Cave of Machpela on Indepen-
dence day and then to turn their
rifle butts on fellow Jews. The
scars left by this unprecedented
act are sdll fresh among sol-
dlers and Jewish civilians alike.

GOVT. INTERVENTION

The situation at Machpelawas
not always thus. Dr Chaim Simons
spokesman for the Yeshiva group
that took up residence in the
military governor's compound 19
months ago, told the TIMES OF
ISRAEL that for the first three
months after the Six Day Batde,
Jews under Chief Army Chaplain
Rabbl Goren were accorded un-
restricted religious rights at the
Cave. In short, they had equal
rights along with Moslem wor-
shippers. At that point, the De-
fense Ministry stepped into the
picture and for reasons still
unexplained broke the status quo
and created the presentdiscrim-
inatory conditions, ™ ~' ot

The Jews of Hebron ask no-

thing more of their government
than equal treatment and res-
pect for the heritage that all
Jews hold sacred.’ They' will
accept nothing less. The govern-,
ment has instead seen fit to
purchase Arab peace at Machpelz
in Jewish coin. It is a bad bar
gain and its effects have already
cast a long shadow over the
larger question of the resettle-
ment of Hebron itself.

Next Week:
“Hebron ~ An Arab Riddle
wrapped in a Jewish Enigma™

KEEPER OF THE KEYS

e Arzs b
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FOREWORD
“And the almighty adopted Abraham of a Friend"
“Koran™

To the Tourist, in general, to the pious visitor, and to the
student of history, architecture, or archaeology, a visit to Al-
Khalil (Hebron) affords various sights and associations of
particular interest.

AlL-Khalil, or fully “Kkalil, Ar-Rahman®, as the happy popular
name of this town of “extreme antiquity”: is traced to the above
cited text of the August Scripture.

The cave of Macphelah, wherein ding to Biblical traditi
ABRAHAM, other patriarchs and their wives, were buried, is
marked as a venerable sanctuary by the ancient imposing walls
surrounding the site of the sacred remains, and by the magnificent
Mosque (Fig. 1) and other architectural achievements within the
Sacred Enclosure.

In the following pages and figures are presented, in a
concise form, some of the main aspects of archaeological historical,
Architectural interest with which the Holy Enclosure and Buildings
are associated.

THE CITY

Al-Khalil was in older time known as “Kirjah Arba”, the
“town of four”, from its position on four hills.

According to Biblical tradition, it was built seven years
before Zoan (Tanis), the chief town of Lower Egypt. We are
also fold in “the Old Testament” that the patriarch ABRAHAM
pitched his tents in its vicinity, upon the land of Mamre the
Emorite, under the Oak, or “Terebinth” Trees.

It is interesting to note that “Nemra” is to this day the popular
name of adjacent locality where oak trees are abundant and
it is within such Locality that the ancient site of ABRAHAM'’s
Camp is identified.

The adoption of the preseat Arabic Name “Al-Khalil”, may
be traced as far back as the Sth century A, H. the famous
traveller, Nasiri-Khusro, did not omit to observe that even in
his time the city passsd under the dignified name of “Mesh-had
ul-Khalil” meaning the shrine of the Friend”, in accordance with
the Koranic tet cited in the foreword.

Comparatively small, as it is now, the town has continued.
as of old, to be surrounded with vineyards and orchards, bedes
watered by several springs, and to show traces of the to tra
and industries which once flourished hiwitn its walls.



Priys

1970 aryman 25

< Tanh

1777 nwa YR a0

1Invan w

1ynman Twn

nvvpn

X ; : avar~n

)TN W

,0310%%0 3%Y9p0v N (1 A7 ,'wm uwa nRya PR n13pY Tannn YN
oNYNINT NAYD 173¥3 , 71720 *Ynannn bnwbw ,7317an ya pnxYy 11019k 1M

o(%In ¥n*a mianirn *nYa n'ny$1),n1n:w:1 YI3p 1DIR2 HIyna pYbphn Ywap
¢IN%33 1DY NANMN ,wWYH VYR NR YIn Ynva mwydY 1YV r 717an 13 m

naypY pYyrana 717anY yIn» nYabxy nirn 191 oYhmanon Y93 oonyy ~ Yvwm
pPYopo IR NYRDD Y3 2T¥Rn niwp BrYato — Ywna nanva na pYyyenor nYven ov?
oNyD3

o'RAXN Yunnil NTIPD YD Yy DR D L,Ypn VIR AT IYR
nRYDA NBPYWAY MIPHN DYIINI OAYYYA WR) BYIIIPR NYAT 0D 17D Y Ny
, 17327 7IN2w B29EN BRIR Y23 MYxnany oynvewn Yo nk phoY 11rbpa (nrn oven 1y
% oB*TINYY NWran nANID  Bnav

tn13°na Ynwn =~ ovYYyennn Y9o Yy1 ~ *won Yy kn 1Padn NT axp

$0a% NoTAIN L NYRIRYAY NYWYRT L,NYDRAN NRDD  oR

onYYBNN %Yy 772000 YDA Yaon hXED o3

o wnnwon ,0YYa0yn bYYYENNY RIIPAA AT NYYYRR B MIMID NTA axnn
oPPWA DAY D120 AYRY ,NIYEND2Y DYNYBWR DANIDD

2/ 5o




niraomy YR tpan Yy L7303 m ,03p3 praxab *hxyd nwOR
nimipna nYrYer Y TTEMY Invabh whan ,hrenn anoa DYRBIL ON3 Yraw® nYwop byon MW
pyna ,ne1InTn *aa% oa Yno 13vR Ar M7 oRn ,nYrwn oMt Y3Y ~ ,erwrIpn
sy n':tsiﬁ 10 BYEn DY TR oTBIPY N31¥D Y2 VY PRI L,N3TBIPD NpDWIY
Anw MM0R ,DTIND BNIPNA BYTINN Yy nAYEYR AMER anvh 13, Yanyen Smian
oNRDYWY RX®

a'nnY Jinana sraxi Yvink pYMNMIAY Nopad RRYA N3 a3n 19 *m
BYPITII BYNTIION K Y0 nwP? Ywisn ¥331 ,nYRI0n hyo? oYYoRel NIKDD  hoasn
e71TaN *YN3ND NIATXY DY w/y v oy Eb

pi1ty maan 177 nvaY nianh Ywnd MIRIMN snbap *5 ,vrony *% %
Jven kY (materan navke) v nepa oxa ovYpiva

a7 mihoa
» TP INAY

N

2"y, 2ampn oR
17 72 Iy Mve a0 Ipnpn
«1773n *raxn Ywooh nva



%"en

b3 (i

71np3an W
‘® 9IK3 10 ,n0pn
1970 yana 4
01750 /p
,19721 017 - 33P0 DOpIYRY
1393 25.2.70 p1vp 1$n:n Sy n7TIn

.nY09pi naybha prrasva A% snn YNIYo

Yinwa 113°K N3 MIPpn YO 1INan Uy
qapan DX N3BnD OXK NITPY L,RIDOR L2000 L PTWD
snYToon wRY YR

2> e - T |

127 nwp
7ynpan w




oo o

prerany Tiwn LTIXVI TIPYYN
E. HAETZNI, LAwW OFFICE

ELYAKIM HAETZNI, ADVOCATE Py ayya u'p“yx')
MOSHE LEVRAN, ADVOCATE M1y (emanY Y non
10, MIKVE-ISRAEL ST, TEL-AVIV ’ amk-%n .10 YW mpn ‘m,
2nd FLOOR + PHONE 611609 611609 PA%L  + 2R .
TELAVIV: e ot ST Q¥ 002 Binvar=9n
T1310%

03100 BN “TTn
.“'7(10 &L:\Rﬂ/-ll R S S )
S el o

,20 oaYw

7%99n0 nayn  :yTan
L71712 73INBAN W YR *andp - pnyn DR baY% YnNR¥NN hywa
.(73%a oony»7vY ;oi098Y% ®Y)  .3naIwh nvaY
T8 DR DYIWRDY ,0DXY IYA DIIITH 327272 ,0% ART)

0*27%1» , 7117320 *1%3y2 AYIIAN RwIia pUbRINAD YD vO ,01°'D M2
.nYTonn wRY YR

17°n2Y ,nY%wpdn PR YR OAT NODI13 2ND» NYD N3Dn v3an
.2"22% n3IBR L, IRD DX T3IYIR KDY

My |, vaxyn WR



SXWY N30 pnyia

1970 saxpa 22 — o?%eI7 AYwnna WD nowh

T1310Y
vyyxyn orprhr My
10 Yxaw* aipn ‘00

3.5 3 K —2n

e

pyY*» qano» nYap A7IN2 wRY 2nwpanl
navwY nInIpn TTyA 1°3ya Avwnna ORI wr 8.3.70
.p*7aY oybhYeanpY n%nana nayn3a

— sxaxn YwonY YA1l JandD RwII1 NRp

RX¥p3 INY°Ant 0INNAW 1INRA A APY INIR 1172930

v3%337 NI0Y@Y A3Iwn Yapnw nY3n IR LA A
.7inpan Tawn

Sanaraasn

(i = )
nYw Yrinw
aYonpn WK nOTHY YNin 110




Proany 1ivn LTAIXYA o'pPYIR
E. HAETZNI, LAW OFFICE

ELYAKIM HAETZNI, ADVOCATE (AR RIPANREE'S T - R-AL 2
MOSHE LEVRAN, ADVOCATE -1y LemanY b nwn
10, MIKVE ISRAEL ST. TEL-AVIV

amx-Yn ,10 YW mpn ‘m
2nd FLOOR + PHONE 611609 .

611609 [19'717 o amp

TEL-AVIV, 1970 %»as83 5

Anr-Yn

T332
CERT-EREBN-RRE B B b |
110an *HYnan2
*Raxi Ywonnn noa

_11an

,327 oYw

phyn Pnoax 1vvew ,8.3.70 vivn qrhe vandnh qunna
AYorna WRI YW OnaIwn pLya opIYa X1¥pY K1 L7777 wa Y wianon
.02 Wi Y3w YR 7190KD *and» paya 7123

.03y 92 Y2 wwaaa ava xHLIhR ,nywywyn anca axzIng

LINR TPNKY 2IWR L7320 (R RIvncw nxb

S9N TInns
9932

)

L} ~ =
I Saamab Lprang (A pnyn
131920 Yhnann
*Rax7 Ywonn noa
.7102n

Joantgsx A an (.2
11720 *hnann
xaxn Ywann nU2a i
.7172n



1970 Yyaex

»22,3.70 o1 n 23 ana» nYap

713HBDN N2ITN JINVIATT W nDen *n53p 2

=y 8w 23 nR» navwn naIwny Ywan my

17 Tiam
S AIp I

vYaxyn oYprhe

rnyn

5

T120Y

nheonn wrY

2PRN 27711 L3230
aYwonn TN
orhwia

» 717221 aYwan v

77IN2 wRD IR

1°°%% *%y oM
o1YonD WRY YR ThIR

1ONY ,nrY MKy
SNIPD TRD




1970 %»apx 5

TiaoY

1°°7 own 91%r an
1Invan

1nvan TIwD
avpn

Arax-hn

» 103 W

24.3,70 017> T2y anon nYap 97103 Mwrn vax

11827 a2ywn abenna wen nen Tnbap 5 praxy vy P
9] 1NVIAN W YR YpIr

U RDZ , 23 n¥n 0ITIN Aa1TnY cwas any yom pNRT Y
aM¥y TRD

29 Tiana
PURTAT TR

Y3IXPI bIpIYR




2"on

0

o
27708

1035/0;

‘_ - i % ) ! 7‘ i = ;"n
R '
e en 2, panson maga oYORY siaNam i LT
ST T BoAeTO-n uManu YR 7w i
71779307 279301 NP0 07050 103D AT-N0D 299 S
o ' “eo s v LnavnD DR ARID
10w an ngw:: “gEr et : -
‘navk nn 4 noya novu = & : .

narin e
'I'l\’JD.

YRwe
onnan

‘ N
n» .apn ] : omewa anyen mnn
g el : .
R T o e iy
: 0
- A

A S e ; ,11137
i s 5 YAXYI DR 1"1y
10 Lrawr Apn ‘nn

2t = iy

”y

i it



VW ERUSALE™ POST

N EDNIESDA Y VBT TAMMIZ g 73t
(2. %.70)

‘No change’ in
situation at
‘Ibrahimi Mosque

The West Bank Military Governnient e P
spokesman yesterday denied an Amman
report that Israel was trylng to trans-
form the Ibrahimi Mosque in Hebron
into a synagogue.

wThere is no change in the situation s 2
at the mosque,” he sald. -

“Before 1948, Jews were allowed only
up the first seven steps leading to the
tomb,” he said. «After Israell statehood;

Jews were barred from Febron altogether.

Now, we have instituted a system where=~ H
by both Jews and Moslems can pray
-~ 4in Hebron." et LISt -0
The only explanation he could offer x &
for the accusations was the introduction .
of chairs three weeks ago for old people 2 S et =

near the tomb of Jacob. ‘‘Some Moslems J
may have interpreted this as taking
over,” he said.

The spokesman confirmed that an Is-
racli guard had entered the premises =
with a dog several months ago, but he v
said the man was acting against stand-
ing orders and was reprimanded.

——
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