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LETTERS TO THE PAPER P;A.B. 65 [HEBRON.

'HE RIGETS OF JEWS AND ARABS IN THE CAVE OF MACHPELAH

K

Our Father Abraham bought the Cave of Machpelam from Hphron the Hittie for fo
four humdred Shekels mot omly the cave but also the field im which the Cave
is situaded (Gemesis Chapter 23) Because the torah records the purchase and
the paymemt of the Cave of machpelah im detail,the Midrash records that the
this ome of the three places that the mon-Jews are mot able to charge the
Jews with stealimg,
However, for humdreds of years until the liberatiom of Hebroa by our Armed
Forces,the Arabs did mot even permit the Jews to emter the Cave of Machpelah
" only umtil the sevemth steps Ather the liberatiom of Hebrom amd the Cave
of Machpelah everyomme thought that we wouldregein our full rights to the Cave
of Machpelah that were stolew from us but to our great sorrow ve have mot reg
aimed them, o

The following table shows the differemces between the rights the of
Arabs and Jews existimg in the Cave of Machpelah today:
ARABS

——

i) May entee the Cave 24 hours a day, 7 days a week,

2) Are permitted to bring in emy furniture smd anything they want,
3) The mamager of the cave is am Arabs.

4) Omly the Arabs have the keys of the Cave.

5) Cam emter amy part of the Cave they want,

———

I) Are permitted to emter the Cave only 6% hours a day, and only 6 days a wee¥,
On Friday, emtramce to Jews IS completely forbidden,

2) It is forbiddem to bring emy furmiture, evem chairs, imto the Cave, hemce
elderly amnd infirm people have to stemd for the emtire duration of Prayers

3) There is No Jewish Manager,
4) Do Not possess the keys of the Cave,
5) Cam only emter certain parts of the Cave,

There @fe occasions whem the Arabs disturb the Jewish Prayers and evem shout
curses,

Recently, the Hebrom Settlers twice requested permissiom ffom the Military
Governor to perform a brit Milah in from of the grave of Abraham im the Cave
but the request was turmed dowan, The resetiom reasom givem was that simce it
is mecessary to use wime im the Brit Milah ceremomy, this would offemd the
Arabs,

But the arabs are permitted to arrange the fumerals of the El-Fatah Terroristg

in the Cave durimg the hours whem it is permitted to the Jews to enter, and d
does this mot offemd the Jews?

We have started a campaign to publicize the presemb situation,

As with all campaings it will require comsiderable fimamcial support, and hemn
ce we request the public to semd domatioms to the Movement for the restorati
on of rights to the Jews in the Cave of Machpelah,

Our adress: P,0.B, 6§ Hebron,
D R CHAIM SIMONS CHAIRMAN OF TiE MOUVEMENT ,

MDY DHVYVIY NOVIY ANON
(TOPYNIND NOY NYTY XY NANON)
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N CRITIC @ THE OTHER WALLED CiTY @ RAHAMIM

Arabgl Jewish rights

To the ¥ditor of The Jernsalem Post
Sir, — After the liberation of Hebron
and the Cave of Machpelah everyone
thought that-the Jews svould regain the

full rights to the Cave of Machpelah thet—

were denied us, but to our great sorrow
we have not regained them.

The following table shows the differences
between the rights of the Arabs and Jews
éxisting in the Cave of Machpelah today:

Arabs may enter the Cave 24 hours a
day, seven days a week; are permitted to
bring in any furniture and anything they
want; the supervision of the Cave is car-
ried out by an Arab; only the Arabs have
the keys ot the Cave; can enter any part
of the Cave they want.

Jews are permitted to enter the Cave
only 61 hours a day, and only six days
a week. On Friday, entrance to Jews is
forbidden; are forbidden to bring any
furniture, even chairs, into the Cave; hence

_ elderly and infirm people have to stand
for the entire duration of Prayers; there

A mmwmr WY

in Machpelah Cave

is no Jewish supervisor; do not possess
the keys of the Cave; can only enter cer-
tain parts of the Cave.

Recently, the Hebron sottlers twice re-
quested permission from the Military Gov-
ernor to perform a Brit “Milah in front
of the Grave of Abraham in the Cave,
but the request was turned down. The
veason given was that since it is necessary
to use wine in the Brit Milah ceremony,
this would give offence in a place con-
sidered a mosque by the Arabs; but the
Arabs are permitted to hold the funerals
of the El-Fatah terrorists in the Cave
during the hours when Jews are permitted
to enter. Does this not offend the Jews?

Hence we request the public to send.
donations to the Movement of the Res-
toration of Rights to the Jews in the Cave
of Machpelah. Our address: P.O.B. 65,
Hebron.

Dr. CHAIM SIMONS,
Chairman of the Movement
Hebron, March.

7ODIY DYV’ ANON
1969 Y01 30




JE i
WISH TRIBUNE Friday 13th June 1969

Equal rights at
Meora |demanded

HEBRON: A [Society for the Res-
toration of Jewish Rights at the Meo-
ras Hamachpela” has been formed
in Hebron. Thd organisers point out
that the rights ¢of Jews at the Meoras
Hamachpela arp far less than those
of the Arabs,

Some of theiricomplaints are: Arabs
are allowed eniry twenty-four hours
a day seven ddys a week; Jews six
and a half hdurs per day for six
days a week (pn Fridays Jews are
not permitted {o enter at all). On
Shabbos and Yom Tov, Arabs may
enter throughout the day as usual;
on Arab holidhys Jews are barred
completely. i

The manager|is an Arab and there
is no Jewish manager; all the keys
are jn the hands of the Arab; the
Arabs are allowed to roam freely in-
side the Meerai, Jews are restricted;
Arabs are allowgd to organise funerals
and ceremonies. inside (including fu-
nerals of El Fatah members); Jews
are not even allowed to organise a
Bris Mila in the Meora. (It is ironic
that under a Jewish administration
Jews are not allowed to bring a child
into the Covenant of Abraham at
the very burial place of Abraham our
Father.) {

There are cor}tinual complaints that

the Arabs intefrupt Jewish prayers
with disturbances and even curses.

The Association is demanding equal
Jrights for Jews.

(NTNY) NIV YN
1969 "1 13
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