Chapter 21

FACT OR FICTION IN A DIORAMA
Numerous historical events have been adapted to make films. In some
cases, details of the film almost correspond with the actual historical
events. In others. there is a vast difference, and yet in others there is a
middle course with where there are a number of changes.
One of these diorama films was entitled “Miracle at Midnight” and
describes the rescue of Danish Jews during the Holocaust. I decided I
would compare the details of the film with the historical events which
took place at the time, and determine how much of the film was fact and
how much was fiction. I began my research in about November 2017.
I viewed this film several times and noted down in detail the various
events shown in the film. Fortunately, on the internet there is the full text
of this film. I printed it out, and having such a transcript made my work
easier, especially when I needed to quote verbatim from the film.
I wrote my paper as follows. For each event in the film, and needless to
add, there were numerous ones, I would write “film” and devote several
lines to describe what occurred in the film. I would then write “history”
and compare it in what I found in the historical material on the subject.
The film was largely built around, a Doctor Koster, who was the head of
the Christiana Hospital in Copenhagen, together with his wife, son and
daughter, the doctor being one of the leaders of the rescue of the Jews.
The question is, was there in fact such a character in real life or was he
created especially for the film, and furthermore, did he have such a
family? I found in the historical literature that there was a Dr. Koster who
was head surgeon (or according to other sources held some other
position) in the Bispebjerg hospital in Copenhagen. Any further details of
his family I could not find. I therefore in May 2018 sent an e-mail in
English, which together with a translation into Danish which I made
using a computer translation, to this hospital with a number of questions
regarding his family. However, they replied in English that they could not
help me since they did not have information on former employees
From where and how did I get all my material for the historical part of
this paper? The first thing to do in any research is to assemble the
relevant information. and as will be shown I utilized many different

methods to achieve this. Most of the material came from numerous books
on the subject.
Very possibly my earliest information, which goes back about 60 years,
on this subject. was the account given in Leon Uris book “Exodus” on the
rescue of Danish Jews during the Holocaust. In this massive tome, Uris
includes flashbacks to two brothers who fled from Russia during the
period of the “First Aliyah” and made their way on foot to Eretz Yisrael,
and also an account of a teenager who was in the Warsaw Ghetto
Uprising. However, relevant to Denmark, was a girl from Germany who
was transported to Denmark and adopted by a non-Jewish family in
Copenhagen. In the course of this account, Uris describes how the
Germans issued a command that every Jew must wear a Yellow Star of
David on his clothes, in the same way as they had done in other countries
under Nazi occupation. Uris then adds that the King of Denmark said he
would wear the first Yellow Star and hoped every loyal Dane would do
likewise. However, more recently the family of the King have said that no
such order was given by the Nazis in Denmark. When looking at this
film, one clearly sees that no Jew was wearing such a Yellow Star.
Research that I did on this subject confirmed the accuracy of this.
The Kiryat Arba Municipal Library only had one book on the rescue of
the Jews of Denmark. There was another book in its entirety on the
internet. My study of the bibliography of this subject, as to be expected,
showed that there were numerous other books on the subject.
I could have visited libraries outside of Kiryat Arba to study these books
but this would have involved numerous visits to study all such books and
photocopy the relevant pages. However, I decided on a method to
purchase these books at a very reasonable price and then study them at
my leisure in the comfort of my home.
This method is via Amazon. People wanting to sell books can advertise
on Amazon. They state the price they are demanding, and these can vary
tremendously for the same book, and they also have to write what the
condition of the book is, for example “new,” “used – good,” “used –
acceptable.” If one wants to purchase a book, one goes into the Amazon
website, adds the book to “the cart” and gives the address where to send
the book. Amazon would then send the buyer an “Order Confirmation.”
To my sorrow, after having put such a book on my “cart,” I sometimes
found that the seller was not prepared to send a book to Israel, and I thus
had to find the same book from a different seller, sometimes at a higher

price. One also had to pay shipping charges which on many cases was
more than the cost of the actual book! There was one occasion that they
had overcharged me for the shipping cost. I accordingly wrote to them
and they immediately gave me a refund. During December 2017, I
ordered seven books on this subject from Amazon, paying by Visa card,
and they all arrived at the dates they had estimated. They were all in very
good condition.
There were some books which I could not obtain from Amazon, or the
sellers were asking a very high price. As to be expected, these books were
to be found in the Yad Vashem Library in Jerusalem. Their catalogue is
to be found on the internet and I noted the “call number” for these books
from their website. I went to Yad Vashem on 22 May 2018 to find the
appropriate material from these books and then photocopy it. I had
understood that Yad Vashem was next to Har Herzl in Jerusalem but I
then saw that there was a ten-minute walk from there to Yad Vashem! I
went to their library, ordered these books, found the material I required
and photocopied it. In some cases, I already knew the page location in
these books from the footnotes of other papers on this subject. The
service I received at Yad Vashem was excellent and I wrote them a letter
expressing my gratitude for the service.
Three were also articles and other material on the subject on the internet
and I downloaded this material and printed out the relevant parts. This
material included some newspaper reports published at that period, and
also a transcript in English of the Eichmann Trial. There was one case
where one could only view the material on the screen but not print it out.
I therefore did a screenshot of the relevant pages and transferred them to
my computer and then printed them out. I felt that this was legitimate,
since I could go to a library which had this book and make a photocopy.
In addition to this printed material, there were some documentary films
on the internet on this subject. I went through these films several times
and noted down the location in minutes from the start of the film of the
relevant points.
The diorama shows Dr. Koster’s son listening to a BBC broadcast on a
radio, and Dr. Koster told him to put the sound down since the Nazis had
forbitten listening to the BBC or even having a radio. I wanted to check
the accuracy of this point, and on 23 April 2018, I submitted a question to
“Wikipedia Reference Desk” and received several answers and a
bibliography of where to find the material on this subject.

One of the items I required during this research was a thesis from
Princeton University in the United States. I accordingly, in May 2018,
ordered a copy of this thesis and after paying for it by Visa card, they sent
it to me via e-mail. It was over 300 hundred pages long and I searched for
what I required. It was in fact contained in only a few lines of this thesis.
For some reason the pages of the e-mail had a very black background.
However, I succeeded in lightening this background.
The subject of this thesis was a biography of Kurt Daluege, a Nazi who
was sent to Denmark to oversee the deportation of the Danish Jews. The
puzzling thing was that Daluege although being mentioned in the
newspapers of those days of arriving in Denmark, was barely mentioned
in the books subsequently written on the Danish Jews escape to Sweden.
In fact, even the author of this thesis did not even mention him being in
Denmark, but only that he had disappeared for those relevant days from
Germany.
After writing up the draft of this paper, as with other papers I have
written, I made a print out, doubled spaced to allow room for corrections.
I then went through it point by point ticking what was correct, putting in
any necessary corrections and additions and checking that the references
were correctly written. A final copy was then made and a copy put on my
website.
There us always a danger, or may I say even a nightmare, when using a
computer that something will go wrong with it and one will lose all the
files on it. Therefore a “backup” is most essential. My method for such a
backup is, when writing a paper, I will regularly send myself e-mails with
the updates of the article. Therefore, even if one’s apartment is destroyed,
even by an earthquake, I can read my e-mails at another location, even at
the other end of the world! Needless to say, I made such backups with
this paper, the earliest one being on 13 January 2018. In addition, I
periodically copy the files on my computer to an external hard disk.
When I write something, I like to also reproduce the relevant source
material. In earlier days, I would cut out the relevant parts, paste them on
a page adding the footnote reference number in the paper, and then scan
them, convert them into a Word document and then make a Word file of
these documents in a numerical order as far as possible of reference
numbers. However, today I scan the documents, crop out the non-relevant
parts, and then convert them into a Word document, all without having to
print out anything. I then put them on my website after my paper. For this

paper, I did this for about 200 documents which was almost the entire
number of printed sources appearing in the paper.
Finally, I write for my autobiography, (as in the above pages), how I
came to research and write the paper including giving sample pages, such
as e-mails, letters, entries in library catalogues, which I used to obtain the
material for the paper.

A Sample order of book I ordered from Amazon

A Sample Order Confirmation of a book I ordered from Amazon

Sample page from catalogue of Yad Vashem Library of a book I
referred to there

Letter of appreciation to Yad Vashem Library

The thesis I purchased from Princeton University

Sample page of my draft text

First occasion when I sent an updated partial text by e-mail as a
backup

