


INTRODUCTION

Ten years ago, a momentous event in our history took
place. Jerusalem, together with Hebron, Shechem, Jericho and
other parts of Eretz Israel, were liberated from foreign occup-
ation. During the course of the past ten years, pioneers,
despite all the difficulties and hardships, have gone to
settle in all these liberated arcas.

The 28th Iyar has now become a holiday in the Jewish
calendar, known as Jerusalen Liberation Day. A1l over the
Jewish world, ceremonies and celebrations take place on this
day. In addition to our School's special programme for this
day, we have decided to commemorate this 10th Jerusalem
Liberation Day by bringing out another edition of the Jewish
Studies magazine devoted to Jerusalem.

We should like to taoke this opportunity to thank all
contributors of articles, both published and unpublished and
also to all those who have helped with the production of
this magazine,

Let us all pray for the speedy re-building of the Temple
in Jerusalemn.

C. Simons
R. Taiar
Editors

Note:- The contents of the contributions represent the views
of the authors and do not necessarily correspond to those of
the Editors.

COOOLCCCCULCOCo

The glory of the world is firetz Israel
The glory of Eretz Israel is Jerusalen
The glory of Jerusalem is the Temple

Ramban
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b _Yew Relevant Facts

In this year, the 29th,year of Israeli independence, we celebrate that
State which has for the first time in 2,000yezrs, piven the Jewish People a home
tht they can céll permanent, Jews the world over can now look to Israel in times
of oppression such us that witnessed in the last three decades in Yemen, Hgypt,
Syria, and other countries,kuowing that tlhere at least, all ethnic minorities
are given freedom of worship, and within the confines of the law, may do as they
please,

Israel has great reason to be satisfied with herself, It is as well as
being her 29th birthday, exactly a decade since the Holy City for the Jews,
Jerusalen was liberated ana.put under the sovereiinty of the State of Israel,For
the first time since the éétablishment of the State, Jews visited and prayed at
the Weastern Wall. Two decades on since the Jews were driven out of Bast-Jerusalem
they returned, to an almost totally different city from the one they had left,In
1948 when the Jordanian Arab Legion took over the eastern part of the city, they
undertook & steady and premeditated cdesecration of Jewish holy places. Jordan
systematically begen to eliminate every trace of the city's Jewish past, The Jewi-
sh quarter was laid waste, 58 Synagogues, many of great antiquity were destroyed
or desecrated,Those that were not destroyed were used as toilets, stables, hen-
coops and the like,In the ancient cemetry on the Mount of Olives, hallowed to
Jews for thousands of years, 38,000 of the 50,000 towbstones were torn up to
pave a road, build fences and instal latrines, For 19 years Jerusalem was
bisected by barbed wire and concrete barriers.hirab Legionaries all along the arti-
ficial frontier opened firve at will wounding and killing many,A11l this ended in
Jordan deciding to zo it all the way, ou 5th June 1967, when an artillery
barraze wes opened up onto the western sector of Jerusalem,

Previous to this, in deliberate disregard for the feelings of the Jews
the Temple :iount became a military camp for the Jordanian National Guard.In
contrast, since the 1967 war Jerusalem has been an open city, free to visitors,
no matter of what ethnic beliefs. 411 holy places are iven protection by the
government Bven while the Israel Defence i'orces were fizhting for the City, they
were forbidden to use artillery on any religious sites, even though they were
givinz shelter to units of the Jordanian Aray,

Israel has doue its best throu:shout to enable political and trade links
with her neighbours, In fact this was outlined as lony ago as 1948 in the
Declaration of Independence, "We extend our hand to all neighbouring states
and their peoples in an offer of peace aud zood neighbourliness, and appeal to
them to cstablish bonds of co-operation and muival help with the sovereign
Jewish people settled in its own land,The State of Israel is nrepared to do its
share in a cmmon effort for the advancement of the entire middle-east,"in exainple
of these words being put into practise is the Lllenby bridge, whereby Jordanian
nationals may cross the border far work,etr irvnthier exaeple could be the "Good

feunce" on the Lebanese border, " cantinued




Recently, there has been abcall for an "Internationalised Jerusalem.This
new ploy by the arab zovernments sceus ra.ther'pe:culiar, when one compares this
demzod with their refusal in 1948 to consider this éame proposal by the United
liations, lotwithstanding this, however, but even by their own arzunent, they have
no right to dictate the future of the City.They advocate the setting up of a
Palestinian state in place of Israel owing to the alleged traditional majority
of arabs over jews.Since 1844, however (}:‘:acyclopedia. Britaunica, Calendar of
Palestine 1895 &1909,Govt. Census 1922 & 1931 ete,)to the present day there has
been a Jewish majority in Jerusalem,By simply using their own argument of
majority rule, end with the kmowledge of what a Jerusalem divided would mean,

here's to many more years of Israeli rule in Jerusalem,

D. Greenstein 1.6S
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FROM THE PAGES OF THZ TATMUD

Ten measures of beauty descended to the world, nine were taken by
Jerusalen and one by the rest of the world., (Kiddushin 49p)

) Y i . o P
The Holy One Blessed be He said "I will not enter the heavenlyp
Jerusalen until I can enter the earthly Jerusalem? ' (Ta'anit 5a)

2 5
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Everyone who mourns for Jerusalem merits to share in her joy, and
anyone who does not mourn for her will not share in her joy ZTa'anig
30b

e W o TN i O B

All may be conpelled to go up to Jerusalem, but none may be compelled
to leave it (XKetuboth 110b)
;\/—\/\/Q’\/\_/ Q

He who has not seen Jerusalem in her splendour has never seen a

desirable city in his life. He who has not seen the Temple in its

full construction has never secn a glorious building in his life,
(Sukkah 51b)

T e T T

Jerusalen shall be redeemed only by righteousness (Shabbat 139a)

T TR Nl ) TN N Y




THE HISTORY OF JERUSALEM

Jerusalem is more than four thousand years old, it is the holy
city of the Jews and a place sacred both to Christians and Moslenms,
virtually half the world's population regards Jerusalem as being
sanctified in the eyes of their various Gods, small wonder perhaps
that Jerusalem as well as being one of the oldest cities in the world
is also one of the most fought-over,

The first recorded battle for Jerusalen was at the time when it
was conquered by David from the previous inhabitants, the Jebusites.

David made Jerusalem his capital, he built it up and fortified
it; he made it into a city which was holy for the Jews, for in those
days secular and religious government were not clearly separated,
and the capital aubtonatically became the centre of a country's religion,

However, David was mever able to conplete the sanctification of
Jerusalem which he had envisaged, the construction of the temple was
2 task which he failed even to begin. He was a man of war, throughout
his reign there were always battles to be fought with ninor tribes
around Israel. The Bible says that G-d refused to allow him to build
the Temple because he had shed blood, instead this task was left to
his son Solomon.

During Solomon's reign Israel enjoyed a period of prosperity
which it was never again to equal, People flocked to Jerusalem, both
to do business with merchants who obtained their goods from Phonecia
and Tyre - the greatest trading nations of that time, and to pray at
the Temple.

Solomon's death destroyed all this. His son,the foolish and
despotic Rehoboan, tried to force a people already rebelling against
high taxes imposed to pay for the Temple, to their knees. He failed
and the northern kingdons separated from Judah in the south, The
northern kingdoms were lost forever to the Assyrian invaders in the
year 722 BCE, two hundred years after the death of Solomon., In the
year 587 BCE Jerusalem fell to the Babylonians, the King and many
prominent citizens were cxecuted by the King of Babylon - Nebuchadnezzman
and many others were deported to Babylon. The Temple was destroyed.

Within fifty years Babylon itsclf had fallen to the Persians
under the rule of Cyrus, Cyrus decreed that the Jews should be
repatriated, and this was done, the Temple was rebuilt and completed
in the year 515 BCE.

Under the Persien rule Israel continucd as a vassal state for
almost two hundred years, In 332 BCE Persia fell to Alexander the
King of Macedonia, Jerusalem became part of his Empire. However, it
was not really affected by this,

Following Alexander's death in 323 BCE his Enpire broke up, two
of his Generals fought for control of tho area, one - Ptoler-y seized
Egypt and the other Seleucus Syria and Seleucia in Babylonia.

Ptolemy finally gained control of Jerusalenm after a series of battles,
and for the next century the Ptolemaic dynasty ruled Jerusalen.

In 198 BCE the Seleucid empire under Antiochus III seized power
in Judah., The Jews were granted almost complete autonomy and freedom
of worship, With the accession of Atiochus IV this changed - he
instituted a policy of Hellenisation - the institution of Greek forms
of worship and ways of life into Judah.

The Temple was turned into a temple to the god Zeus. In 167 BCE
the Jews under an old priest Mattathias the Hasmonean rebelled. When
he died his son Judah - the hammer or the Maccabee took over.

Incredibly they routed the Greek armies sent to subdue them and
they reoccupied the temple mount. This is the story of Hanukah.

Conteee




The rest of Jerusalem rcmained in the hands of the Greeks until
the year 141 when the Greek fortress at Akra surrendered to Judah's
brother Simon. He founded a Hasmonean dynasty which survived
until the Roman conquest in 63BCE. The Roman General Pompey laid
siege to, and conquered Jerusalen. :

In 43 BCE the Jews rebelled and Israel was freed temporarily
from Roman rule, but not for long. Herod recaptured the city and
put the people there to death. This happened in 37 BCE. 3% years
later Herod died and his son Archelaus came to the throne after more
unsuccessful uprisings. In 6 CE the Romans removed him and a series
of Roman Governors replaced him., In 41 CE Herod Agrippa, the
grandson of the first Herod,and a friend of the mad Emperor Caligula
was made king of Judeaj; he was strongly pro-Jewish, but before h¢ was
able to accomplish anything he died suddenly in 44 CE, It was
around this time that the Roman Governor had executed a man by the name
of Jesus of Nazareth, a man on waon the Christian Religion was based.

At first Christianity was merely a Jewish sect, later on it split
completely from Judaism and it is from this time that the Christians
claim Jerusalem to be their Holy city.

In 66 CE the Jews rebelled again, in 70 CE the Romans seized
Jerusalen and raised it to the ground, together with the second temple,
on the 9th of Av - the same day on which the first Temple had been
destroyed.

The last rcbellion took place in 132 under Bar Kochba, it too
failed three years later. The next two centuries have been described
as 'the quietest and least known in its (Jerusalenm's) history'.

In %24 the Emperor Constantine came to the throne. He was
Christian, and so most of his people converted to Christianity. It
is from this time that many of the Christian holy places in Jerusalem
and Israel are dated.

In 638 the Moslem Empire arrived at Judea and Jerusalenm becane
part of the lloslen Empire, and a holy city to yet another rcligion,
Jerusalen remained in the hands of the Moslems until 1099, It was
during this time that the 'Dome of the rock' - the mosque of Omar
was built on the Temple mount,

In the year 1099 the Christian crusaders overran Jerusalem and
put the people there - Moslems and Jews alike to the sword, this
kingdom survived until 1187, when the Crusaders at Jerusalem surrendered
to Saladin. He allowed the Jews, who had been expelled by the
Christians to return. It nmust be emphasized that at this time the
lMoslen empire was a far more tolerant society even than our own, and
there was no question then of Moslem and Jew bein: enenmies.

King Richard of England tried and failed to recapture Jerusalem.
Jerusalen then changed hands rapidly several times and ended up in the
hands of the Manelukes - meaning slaves - .who were mostly Turks and
Russians. These people had no right of hereditary succession, and
so Jerusalem did not stay long in any man's hands, hence the governors
would tax the people very heavily, sometimes to good purpose - often
not. The mamelukes ruled until 1517 when the ottoman or Turkish
Empire swept into the land, The Turks ruled for 400 years until
1917, during this time there was a constant Jewish occupation of
Palestine as the land was then called. The Turkish administration -
was very lax and towards the end when Turkey became the 'sick man of
Europe' Palestine was almost deserted. Towards the end of the
Nineteenth century modern Zionism began and the Jews began to return
to Israel in waves of immigration that continued until well into this
century and have not yet finished entirely. In 1917 the Turks
who had sided with Germany in the Great War abandoned Jerusalem and
the British Army under General Allenby entered unopposed.

Contooei




Five weeks earlier on 2nd November, 1917 the British Government
in the 'Balfour Declaration' had declared that it 'viewed' with favour
the establishment of a national home for the Jews. In 1922 Britain
was given mandatory powers over Palestine which included this provision
by the League of Nations, :

Jews were now able to immigrate freely for a while, buying land
and making settlements, but as the second world war approached Jewish
immigration was first limited and then when war came stopped
altogether. Many Jews entered illegally with the help of the
'Haganah' a terrorist group.

After the war Arab-Jewish hatred boiled over and in 1947 the
British Government announced that it would terminate the mandate
in May 1948, On 29th November 1947 the United Nations adopted a
resolution partitioning off the land half and half to Jews and Arabs,

The Arabs did not accept this and began to attack the Jews.
Jerusalen was cut off from the coastal plain where most of the Jews
were and the Jewish quarter was wmder siege. The siege was broken
for a few days, long enough to get supplies in during April 1948,

On 14th May 1948 the Mandatc ended and the State of Israel
was declared.

A few hours later the regular armies of Lebanon, Syria, Iraq,
Jordan, Egypt and Saudi Arabia attacked, intending to destroy the
new-born State within a few days. They failed, however, the Jewish
Quarter of the old city was lost just before a U.N. armistice came
into force.

Jerusalem was now a border city, the new city was Jewish and
the old city, containing the Temple mount, and the Western wall was
in Arab hands. So it remained for nearly twenty years.

On 5th June 1967 the Israelis began fighting on the Egyptian,
Syrian and Jordanian borders, on 7th June The 0ld City of Jerusalem
fell to the Israeli army and by the 12th June it was clear that the
aArab arnies were routed. Israel had more than doubled her own
territories and had lost none of her own.

More important the old city of Jerusalem was in Jewish hands
again for the first time in 1,813 years.

Alan Levy, L&K

¥ = T
3 — \

e S
e A\

- A

/K\\\:—:_’«’/?/ ¢

— XN




MEMORTES OF JERUSALEM 1966-1970

I first went to the old city in April, 1966.

In those days one was not able to visit the Western Wall,
as it was still under Jordanian occupation, but this did not remove
all the spirit of the city. Jerusalem produces in me a sensation
which is indescribale, although anyone who has been there will
understand this. What makes Jerusalem so intercsting to me is
the fact that it contains the holiest place in the world for
Jews. This fact is indisputable and unalterable despite
the attempts of others to make Jerusalem into an international
city or to deem it holy only for Moslems and irabs. It is
fitting that in the most holy city, the memorial Yad Vashem
should be situated.

In 1967, soon after the 6-day war, I visited Jerusalem for
the second time and this time visited the Western Wall. To
stand at the Western Wall is an experience every Jew should hope
for. ¢

s

G

Visiting Rehov Betar took me back through history and to
finish I attended the Indpendence Day celebrations where the
"spoils" of the 6-day war were proudly displayed.

It would seen that Jerusalem is not the city I have described
to certain people. To avoid "offending" Arab friends, the
Oxford concise English dictionary has changed the meaning of
Jerusalen from "A holy city for Jews, Arabs and lMoslems" to
"A city west of the River Jordan". When questioned about
this alteration, a woman on the staff remarked that the future
of Jerusalem was in doubt anyway. I can only say that I hope
this is not true.

Peter Fink, LeK
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THE COMFORTER COMFORTED

From "A Tzaddik in our Time - The life of Rabbi Aryeh Levin" by
Simcha Raz.

During the Six-Day War a fine young Torah scholar fell in the
battle for Jerusalen, leaving behind a young widow with small children,
In their days of mourning, Reb Arych went to visit then, to offer his
consolation. When he arrived at the house, however, his spirit
failed him. He did not have the heart, the spiritual strength to enter.
So he went home and returncd the next day. But the second day too
he was utterly unable to open the door. However, the young widow
heard some slight sound of movement, and she came into the hallway.

Once Reb Aryeh saw her he burst into tears, simply unsble to
restrain himself. So the young woman comforted him: "Reb Aryeh, if
it was decreed in heaven thzt I should be a widow and my children
orphans, what greater merit oould we have been given than this - that
my husband fell fighting for Jerusalem?"

Thus the one who come to give consolation was himself given
ite A long time later, when he told this to someonec and repeated
the young woman's words, tears still choked up his voice,

Jerusalem is a holy place for a few religions. These religions
are Jewish, Christian and Moslem. For the Moslems the most holy
place is Mecca in Saudi Arabia, Every true Moslem believes that
he must go to Mecca at least once in his life. The next most holy
place is Medina. This iswhere Mohammed was born, So Jerusalen
is only the third nost holy place for the Moslems. For the
Christians the most holy place is in Rome and Jerusalem is the 2nd
most holy place because Jeguslied there. But for the Jeus,
Jerusalem has always been the most holy place.

Helen Tenser, 3iI




JERUSALEM 4UIZ

1) From the letters of the word JERUSALEM make the name of a
King of Israel,

2) Give two names for the famous wall in Jerusalem.
3) Name a Yeshivah in Jerusalem.

4) 1Is Jerusalem the city of (a) Silver, (b) Gold, (c) Bronze
(d) Platinum? .

5) How nany gates are there in the wall around Jerusalem?
6) vho is buried on Mount Zion?

7) What is the name of Israel's Parliament?

8) What is Yad Vashen?

9) Name a new district built in Jerusalen since 1967,

10) Where is the famous Jewish cenmetery in Jerusalen?

Simon Hesselberg, Daniel Harris, Mark Kingston,(Yenr ‘1.)

ANSWERS TO JUIZ:
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Where in Jerusalen is the United States?

Answer: In the middle Jer USA len.
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POEMS ON JERUSALEM

Jerusalem as it is today

The Wailing Wall for people to pray .
The Temple demolished, since Zedekiah's reign
But the Jews want to build it up again

Let's pray the wars in Israel, soon cecase

And there will be eternal peace.

To live in a country free from fear

To have no blood shed, or a single tear

Martin Cohen, Year 1

Jerusalen of holiness

Jerusalen of light

Jerusalen of happiness

Jerusalen the bright

Where Jews can live in happiness
Without having to fight

The one place I'd like to be is
Jderusalen the bright.

Lois Ross,Year 1




ARAB (DIS)RESPECT TO JERUSATEM'S HOLY PLACES

Please read the following cxtract from King Hussein's book
(pp 122-123) - My "War" with Israel (publisher Peter Owen Ltd,
London, 1968).

In the seventh century when Jerusalenm was seized by
the Arabs, the Greek Orthodox patriarch was all-
powerful, He agreced to open the gates of the city
to the conquerors, but refused to give the keys to
the commander of the irab armies.,

"I will give them only to the Caliph himself", he
said. So Omar Ibn El Katab, the second Caliph in
Mecca, had to come to Jerusalem. He nade the trip
with one servant because he was poor, and saddled
only onc camel: for the two of then. Omar and his
servant took turns riding the beast. When they
reached Jerusalem, it was the servant's turn in
the saddle; Omar followed behind on foot cvccco

Worn out by the trip, on foot while his servant sat
enthronzd on the camel, the Caliph in his humble
garments didn't look the part. The patriarch
couldn't recognize the Caliph Omar in this
niscrable traveler. But aftcr a long discussion,
he accepted the evidence and gave the Caliph the
keys to Jerusalem, which he then invited him to
visit,

At noon - the Moslem hour of prayer - Onmar found
himself with the patriarch in the Church of the
Holy Sepulchre, He stopped and asked the Greek
Orthodox patriarch:

"May I go to pray in the gardens over there?"
"You say we believe in the sane God," the
patriarch said, "Why do you refuse to pray
in our church?"

"I refuse to pray here because I am afraid
lest one day the Moslems in the city learn
where I prayed. They will then want to

build a mosque here where your church stands."

One hundred and fifty ycars later, the Moslens
did build the Mosque of Omar in the gardens
next to the Holy Sepulchre, exactly where the
Caliph had said his pPrayers,

I think this story demonstrates the tolerance
that Islam has always shown to other religious
comnmunities,

Read the last Paragraph of this cxtract again. 4s you will notice,
in Hussein's estimation tolerance to other religious commmities
refers only to the Christian conmunity, The fact that the Mosque
of Onar was built on our holiest site, the Temple Mount does not
seen to trouble Hussein. But surely he is only following in the
footsteps of his predecessor Caliph Omar who showed respect for
a Christian holy site whilst totally disrcgarding a Jewish one.

continued



Learning from the conduct of their esteemed predecessor, the
Jordanians in the period 1948 -~ 1967 destroyed all the Synagogues
in the 0ld City of Jerusalen, turncd Jewish holy sites into stables,
desecrated the ancient Jewish cenetery on the Mount of Olives even
using some of the tombstones as lavatory seats, Not content
with their efforts in Jerusalen, the Arabs excelled thenselves
even nore in Hebron. Here, in addition to the destruction of
synagogues and desecration of the cenetery, the Arabs even succeeded
in conmpletely obliterating the cenmetery, turning it into 1 vineyard
and building a lavatory over the graves. The section in which the
nartyrs murdered by the Arabs in 1929 were buried shared the sane
fate, except that tomatoes instead of grapes were planted there,

Maybe you are onc of these people who wish to give away parts
of Eretz Israel to the Arabs. Well, if you do, you can be sure
that this traditionally Arab treatment of Jewish holy places would
once again come about.

How would you like it, G-d forbid, that a lavatory be built
over the grave of one of your reclatives?
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