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Zichron Yaacov. He was disappointed that despite polite expressions of
interest in the scheme, World Zionist leaders were not prepared to make
the effort necessary to bring it to fruition. However, he did not give up
hope, and planned to move to Israel himself as soon as Carmel was on
its feet to carry on his work from there.

While Carmel College was at the top of Kopul’s priority list, he
remained active in all spheres of Jewish communal life. He devoted
particular energy to fund raising campaigns for the J.P.A. and his
reward was the sponsorship of a number of scholarships at Carmel
College. It may be noted, incidentally, that during his whole period at
Carmel his salary was never more than nominal.

In August 1959 Kopul had slipped whilst jumping from a boat on
to the landing stage at Carmel, and had broken his leg, arm and ribs.
During the subsequent six weeks of enforced physical idleness he devoted
himself to writing a thesis on “ The Concept of Mitzvah in Rabbinic
Literature > which secured for him the Ph.D. degree of London Uni-
versity. It seems evident that the ideas were burgeoning in his mind for
some time but his commitments had never given him the free time to
put them down in writing.

In August 1960 illness had struck again and Kopul had been
incapacitated with a slipped disc for several weeks. Just over one year
later his final tragic disease was discovered. In November 1961 he went
down with a bad cold which was particularly”difficult to shake off. Blood
tests taken in December showed an abnormally low count and further
tests indicated that he was suffering from leukaemia.

For the first time in his life Kopul felt the need to consult someone
about his personal affairs and he chose the Lubavitcher Rebbe in New
York. Kopul had been interested in Lubavitch ideas and their positive
approach to all sections of the Jewish community. During his stay in
Manchester he had established close relations with the local group. Now
he flew to New York to spend several hours with the Rebbe on two
different occasions and the inspiration he derived was clearly the
dominating influence during the last days of his life. Kopul recorded the
gist of the discussion. The Rebbe emphasised to him that bodily health
was not his concern — medicine should be left to the doctors. A soldier
must concentrate on his gun — his personal requirements are the re-
sponsibility of the Commander-in-Chief. Kopul should do his job and
allow the Almighty to do His. Kopul had been entrusted with the
spiritual welfare of 300 souls. This was a great responsibility and chal-
lenge requiring all his mental energy and he should devote himself
single-mindedly to it.
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The Rebbe proceeded to consider in detail the educational pro-
gramme at Carmel and made a number of suggestions for its improve-
ment. He liked to regard Carmel as a * breakthrough ™ for Anglo-]Jewry,
and he hoped that a generation of Rabbis would emerge who would take
Kopul as their model. Kopul should intensify his efforts particularly
in personal religious practice, and should, symbolically, let his beard
grow longer. The impression which the Rebbe made on Kopul is well
illustrated by the following quotation from a letter he wrote on January
17th, 1962, to a young friend in Australia.

“1 am very eager to tell you about the saintly, wise leader of Lubavitch.
Your uncle, the Chief Rabbi, will tell you that I am not a starry-eyed hero
worshipper and I do not easily become any man’s disciple, but my meeting
with the Rebbe brought me into contact with a person who seemed to be on
a plane quite different from what I had experienced hitherto. I spent hours on
two occasions talking to him. I was not only amazed by his breadth of know-
ledge of all that was going on in Jewish life throughout the world, even in
areas where I should have had a far more detailed knowledge than he, but
there was such an outpouring of love and concern in every opinion which he
expressed that I resolved that even in my own work (in which I have hitherto
regarded myself as sufficiently competent not to require any other person’s
instructions or guidance) I would keep contact with him and seek his opinion
wherever possible. I am guilty of no exaggeration, Mr. Sheink, when I say that
in the course of my life T have never met a man who impressed me more pro-
foundly and in whose presence I sensed a greater feeling of wisdom, insight and
utter selflessness.”

Kopul made no attempt to keep his illness secret. He made careful
preparation for his work to be continued should he fail to recover, but
he never gave up hope of recovery in spite of all the doctors told him.
Typical is the following paragraph in a letter to Rabbi L. I. Rabinowitz:

“This week the doctors were able to confirm that I am suffering from a
form of leukaemia. T need hardly reassure you that no matter what the doctors
say they can make no difference to my inner peace and spiritual vision. I hope
these phrases don’t sound too grandiloquent but I think you understand what
I mean. I think my attitude is characteristically Jewish and utterly simple; the
quantity of my life depends only on God, the quality of my life depends only
upon me. I shall look after my job and let the Almighty in His wisdom attend
to His.”

In accordance with Jewish tradition he wrote to ask forgiveness
from a number of individuals whom he may have offended.






