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62 OXFORDSHIRE.

three bordars have two ploughs. There are two acres of meadow. It\was
and is worth three pounds.

Roger de Laci holds Mongewel (Mongewell.) Thereare ten hides there,
Land to ten ploughs. Of this land there are in the demefne feven hides,
and thercin three ploughs, and five bondmen ; and fix villanes with one
knight and eleven bordars have fix ploughs. There are two mills of forty-
five thillings ; and five acres of meadow. Wood one mile and a half in
length, and four quarentens broad. It was worth ten pounds ; now four-
teen pounds.

Anlchitil Grai holds #idelie (Wheatley.) There are two hides there ;
and they are in the demefne, except one virgate of land. Land to two

loughs. He has thefe in the demefne, and three bondmen; with two
gordars. There are twelve acres of meadew. It was worth forty fhil-
lings ; now fifty fhillings. .

The fame Anfchitil holds fix hides in Briftelmefione (Brighthampton.)
Land to feven ploughs. Now in the demefne two ploughs, and four bond-
men ; and fifteen villanes with fixteen bordars have feven ploughs. There
is a mill of eleven fhillings; and fourfcore and ten acres of meadow.
Pafture ten quarentens long, and four quarentens broad. It was worth
one hundred fhillings ; now fix pounds.

The fame Anfchitil holds two hides, and the third part of half a hide, in
Cornewelle (Cornwell.) Iand to two ploughs. Now in the demefne one
£lough with one bondman ; and fix bordars. There is a mill of two fhil-

ings ; and twenty acres of meadow. Pafture two quarentens long, and
two quarentens broad. It was and is worth thirty fhillings.

- Roger de Laci holds three hides and one virgate of land in Salford
(Salford.) Land to five ploughs. Now in the demefne two ploughs, and
three bondmen ; and two villanes with one bordar have half a plough.
For part of a mill twelve-pence; and there are twenty-three acres of
meadow. Pafture one quarenten long, and half a quarenten broad. It
was and is worth three pounds.

Robert holds two hides and a half in Adingeham (qu. Addington.)
Land to three ploughs. There is one plough in the demefne. It is and
was worth fifty fhillings.

Roger holds Wrtone (Worton) and Robert of him. There are five hides
there. Land to five ploughs. Now in the demefne tvo ploughs; and
eight villanes with five bordars have three ploughs. There are forty-eighe
acres of meadow. Pafture three quarentens long, and as many broad. It

was worth four pounds; now fix pounds.
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of use into an occasional conference centre until
closure in 1980, and in 1987 it was redeveloped for
the Commonwealth Agricultural Bureaux. Prince Charles
came to perform the opening ceremony.

Fraser's house replaced a Georgian mansion known
as Mongewell House sited on the other side of the
stream flowing from the lake, where the headmaster's
house now stands. A lease of 1865 shows it had 14
. bedrooms and at least 16 other rooms [4]. In 1873 the
mansion was described as 'large, extensive and of a
domestic cl'_tatacter *+ + « « & spacious lawn in front
with beautiful evergreens and a brook spanned by an
ornamental Chinese bridge' [5]. Fraser bought  the
hox_xse in 1888 from the trustees of Dame Mary Amne
Price [6], great niece of the Hon. Shute Barrington,

Mongewell Park

Among the buildings comprising Carmel College is a
large brick mansion in William-and-Mary style known as
Mongewell Park [1]. It was finished in 1890 for
Alexander Fraser, whose initials and the year 1889 can
be seen on the lodge gates. When Fraser died in 1916
the house became a hospital for officers wounded in
the First World War, but in 1918 it was sold to an
American millionaire, Howard Gould, He was an atheist
who made the path to Mongewell church sunken so that
he could not see the users. After he sold the house,
in 1939, the Royal Air Force occupied it until 1945,
the lawns becoming cluttered with wooden huts [2].
The house then remained damaged and empty until Carmel
College bought it in 1953 [3]. New buildings were

then added piecemeal: the spectacular synagogue was ey cotiese
opened in 1964; a sports building the next year; a 8 Socings

music school in 1967, when Yehudi Menuhin gave a
recital; and in 1970 a pyramidal exhibition hall
designed by Sir Basil Spence. In 1967, separate new
buildings originally planned as a girls' schOOCh ]i wet;.;:
opened but changed to a Jjunior boys' schoo.

following year. Falling pupil mumbers forced a change Positions of houses described.
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bishop of Durham, who had the estate from 1770 until
his death in 1826 [7]. Barrington acquired it through
his second marriage, to Jane the only daughter and
heiress of the previous owner, Sir Jom Guise of
Rendcombe, Gloucestershire [8]. Their only son died
as an infant in 1777. Barrington made great
improvements over the years, landscaping the park and
probably building the Georgian extension between 1770
and 1773, when he first began to stay there regularly
as his favourite country residemce. In 1775 it was
referred to as 'the great house' [9]. The older part
of the house was presumably the one listed as having
12 hearths in 1665, and described in the 1670
inventory of a former owner, Thomas Saunders, as
having at least 10 rooms, with eight chambers as well
as garrets. Saunders probably acquired the house
following the death in 1649 of the previous owner,
William Molins. The house then descended through
Thomas's granddaughter Jane, who married Sir Jon
Guise. Her mother, Amme Saunders, is commemorated by
a tablet in Mongewell church.

Mongewell House, about 1876.
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entertained a greater than usual company at the house,
T

vil 1y and admiringly drew mear to
windows . . . . and he was pleased to see them and
ghould certainly not interfere with their

curiosity' [5]. At his death, smong other positions

that he held were the presidencies of the Society for
Battering the Condition of the Poor, and of the School
for the Indigent Blind. In his will he gave numercus
legacies to charities [8]. He was buried, as he
wished, in Mongewell church. In the meadow to the
north of his mansion house there used to be a fine
averme of elms, All that is left there now are the
remains of a square stone momument which Barrington
erected in 1800 with an inscription to the memory of
two friends with whom he used to walk and talk beneath
the trees [5].
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Shute Barrington was successively bishop of
Llandaff (1769), Salisbury (1782) and Durham (1791).
He a was scholar and a vigorous champion of the
protestant establishment, yet friend of many
dissenters and Roman Catholics. Not only was he
active in helping parish clergy and the poor, but he
was also much concerned with the welfare of Mongewell
villagers, founding a shop on co-operative lines, and
providing a trust fund- for the maintenance of a free
school (page 85) [10]. On occasions when he

The Hon. Shute Barrington, 1734-1826, Painted by Sir
Thomas Lawrence, 1816. (Reproduced by courtesy of
the Lord Bishop of Durham and the Church Commissioners
for England; photograph: Courtauld Institute of Art.)
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page 214
ARRIVED at 2 Group Staff Officer Night Operations with
some trepidation. It was my finst staff job. However, I
‘Was soop. put at case at Mongewell Park, a beautiful old
inansion near Wakimgtord, Uxtord. "The pronuse that 1 would
mﬁha&lsmﬂyigam&:wmykeptuymysg&iu.
To Joan's disappointment, I still insisted that it would be
best if she and the Smily stayed on in Leicester. For me, war
and family life would not mix. Squadron Leader Rufuss Riscley

O

page 215

a few days after my arrival at Mongewell my two comrades
joined me. The Night Operations Staff was now complete.,
The influx of night boys at first caused some ribald remarks

e e e

A very old photograph of the
Main Building at Mongewell.

Over the area of the main hall, a
dome can be seen.

(In order to see the dome
more clearly - enlarge the
photograph)




