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FOREWORD

When I began to write this appraisal I tried to be impersonal but I
soon realised that what I was producing was stilted and inhibited; in
striving to be detached 1 was becoming unreal. So I decided to write
about Carmel not with a clinical objectivity of which I am incapable but
with complete freedom of feeling and expression. I think it was Churchill
who said that all true love should be “ blind, passionate and prejudiced .
My love for Carmel is undoubtedly passionate, I do not think it is pre-
judiced (I try to judge fairly) and it is certainly not blind (I am its severest
critic). From what follows you will, I hope, gain a clearer picture of
Carmel’s present and future than if I had attempted to present a cool
analysis. Living institutions, like living persons, have personalities and
this is a mystery which eludes analysis. Possibly through this appraisal
you will sense some of Carmel’s personality and if you do you will have
no doubt about its present character or its future development.

I have not attempted to deal with subjects like the curriculum, staff
or problems of administration. I have attempted to give a very general
survey of the underlying purpose and those specific features of Carmel
College which help to delineate its pattern.

THE RAISON D’ETRE

Sometimes I hear people speak in praise of Carmel College by saying
that such a school is necessary because of the small quota of Jewish boys
who are admitted to the well known Public Schools of this country. I
want to stress that this negative reason for having a Jewish Public School
was not one of the primary motives for establishing it. Carmel College
was not born out of a sense of frustration. It came into being because of a
definite and positive view of the place of the Anglo-Jew in the twentieth
century. I can best express my concept by saying that he should be
¢ Jearned, enlightened and observant *’. This means that he must combine
a substantial knowledge of Judaism with a high level of general education,
a sense of life’s purpose within the framework of the traditional Jewish
observances.



It is necessary to add one further comment before I proceed to an
analysis of what Carmel College has achieved. Throughout the past 300
years in which Jews have been free to live in this country Anglo-Jewry
has mainly been an immigrant community. It is certainly true that if we
go back only one generation the overwhelming mass of Jews living in this
island were either immigrants or one generation removed from immigrants.
The present generation is perhaps the first in which the majority will be
English born children of English born parents; there is no possibility, as
far as we can foresee, of a large scale Jewish immigration into this Country.

If we wish to see Jewry survive in this country (the assimilationist, of
course, is not concerned with this discussion) it follows without further
argument that we must provide the highest level of Jewish and general
education. Without Jewish knowledge, Judaism becomes not a civilisation
but an emotional complex, without Jewish education our so-called Jewish-
ness becomes nothing more than an awareness of anti-Semitism and social
difficulties.

When I first thought of Carmel College many years ago I imagined a
school that would produce young men who would be learned in Judaism,
enlightened in all that was best in modern culture, and observant of a
traditional way of life; I am convinced even more now after thirteen to
fourteen years of experience in building Carmel College that it is only through
this method that there is any possibility of ensuring a future for a Jewish
conmmumity that will be positive in its Judaism and not consist of people who
can best be described as non-Christians of Jewish parentage.

THE FUTURE LEADERS

A community, whether it be Jewish or non-Jewish, is influenced by
its elite (this tradition is particularly strong in this country) and since it is
obviously not possible for all Jewish boys to go to Jewish Schools of the
highest level (incidentally let us accept the fact that not all Jewish children
are intellectually gifted to the extent of warranting Grammar School and
University education) we must concentrate to some extent on producing
an elite that will accept the responsibility of service and will set the tone
and pattern of Jewish life in this community. I hope that Carmel will
achieve this and later in my statement when I shall deal with what has been
accomplished I shall give my assessment of the extent to which the school
has already been successful. I have stressed to every cycle of boys that
an indispensable responsibility which falls upon the boys who pass
through Carmel College is service to the community and to the wider life






