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7 AN ADOPTED child who was brought up as a

Liverpool Jew is hoping to take legal av:ti.on

against the matron of a Manchester nursing

‘ home who is believed to have described his father

: - *of Syrian-

| Jewish stock™’,

when in fact he

turned out tobe a

‘ Kuwaiti Muslim.

" Jemgime Demmp
now of London, was
: Radopml by a poor,
| Liverpodh Jewasn
[ MINISTE family.
o—— — B

Nowheplans 7

to sue nursing
home matron

The adoption was
aranged by Matron Mugy
W, of Doriscourt Nurse
ing Home. Upper Chorlton
Street, Whalley Range,
when he was four weeks
ald. His adopted namé was
s RegimBes.

lan coaverted to Judaism
W be v of 15w
barmitzvah at Greenbaok

10 study Hebrew and Ara-
bic at Leeds Univensicy,
1t was then that he first
made enguitics from Leeds
Cont'd on Page 8 >
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Saocial Services about his
real origins and that he
discovered that the details
of his parentage Matron
Witk had allegedly given
were not correct.

His mother was discov-
ered to be a Yorkshire

_ Caristian whom it 100k him

years 16 locate,

Meanwhile as his adopt-
ing father told him that his
father was in Israel, lan
made aliyah, bw it did not
wark out and he returned
to Britain more desperate
than ever 1o discover his
real origins,

Eventually he traced his
mather who turned out to
‘be from Morley, near
Leeds. She had begun tife
25 Methodi o

been looking for his son for
20 years and was horrified
that Jemmslem had been
brought up as a Jew.,

The meeting made Jemw
o want to work in Ku-
wait, where his father has a
very large family, or in a
neighbouring Guif- state.
But jobaafter job applica-
tion was turned down and
Jammlep was beginning 10
suspect that this was
because of his Jewish
background.

His anger turned against
the matron who he believed
had been responsible for
the religious and racial mix-
up of his adoption.

He is currently seeking
sinformation about  the

. [

Roman Catholicism as a

teenager and later con-

verted to Liberal judaism
to marry a Jew.

In her student days at

London University she had

met a Kuwaiti student from

an influential diplomatic
family and J ha
been the product of their

saffair.

This knowledge led Somp-
W 1o find his father, who,
-until recently was a Kuwaiti
Cabinet Minister who had

D t Nursing Home
as he believes that Matron
WeR also ran 4 private

maternity service from 1950

to 1967 which was often
used by Jewish women as
an alternative to the
NHS.

Anyone with any infor-

ation about the nursing
home. with particular re-
2o1d o any imregularities
which may have occurred,
should write to Jemmnm
Dinfiy, 24 SRS,
London EgEEEP.
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Torn betweentwo names, two countries,

two religions

Although -he failed in an attempt
to.-become. the first UK adult to
.,overturn his' adoption order,
Jon BismSy sees himself as
'something between a Jew and.
_.an Arab, Gideon Keren writes

self-confident, a gentle, left-"
wing intellectual about to en-
ter middle age. He wears round,*
and

JON Bl is tall, slim and

with his natural mother and dis-
covered what had happened. By

then, was being raised as
Tan in Toxteth, a '

King-cl

. is a man who has spent
much of his life searching for his.
identity; a name and a country. .

First, he had .to- struggle to
make sense of living in a Jewish_
eavironment in which he instinc:
tively, felt, he did not "belong.
‘Then, after immigrating here and
later being asked to leave, the!

' 27; country, he had to start searching
for his roots..!" ¢ My

.+ ' Finally, he’came face to face
¢with the realization that, though

_he had been adopted and brought

up as a Jew, he was; in fact, half

PATab. et ey s v

. BaEy's story first came to:

; the public’s attention four years
ago, when he went to the High
Court and became the first adult

<, in the UK to try to overturn his
adoption order. 4} T

% ""In April 1994, the judge, Sir
_Stephen Brown, while sympa’
"1 thetic, ruled that adoption orders

"could hot be reversed in later life -

as ““the ‘edifice of adoption would
be gravely shaken.” 1w v -

His story began before Rassigy
was born. His birth mother, an
1 English Catholic student, became,
pregnant by ‘a Kuwaiti Moslem
«studying for an education degree.

“due,"and DemEBy's mother felt
1= she had no choice but i
infant up for adopti
“1¥% after all, 1959.. Abortion was ille-
gal, there was no child welfare for
ingle mothers, and illegitimacy
nd‘single motherhood were so-
il stigmas. o, b jpeme din
When her son was three weeks
old, his mother -took. him on a
rain'to Manchester-4nd-placet
““him in a nursing home selected by
a priest she knew. The owner of
the' nursing : home' quickly ‘ar-
ranged for a mohel to perform a
"\ ' circumcision}-and the baby ‘was
\2=adopted by a Jewish couple who
ig were told that the parents were
'(:chish.‘rg‘ v
*aid. 1 wen
i+ yof " theé nusing
baby and came out th
1 Jewish b’:by "

homé ‘an "Arab
front door
et

-ONE YEAR later, while stop-
ping 6ver on his way to America,
' Bamileg's Kuwaiti father met up

iwait unaware 'that a baby’ was -

g Protestant district. "

in Liverpool. LIRS
¢ From the start, he didn’t quite
fit in. Most of his schoolmates at
the prestigious King David
School came from professional,
Jewish, middle-class back-
grounds; his father worked as an
unskilled Jaborer on the shop
floor of Lucas Aerospace.

‘The other_ children's parents,
were also a lot younger than the

,' who were in theiri}

late forties ,vy!‘cn they adopted

im. B . el

He also fouiid it difficult to get
along with his adoptive parents
(both -of -whom are: rio *longer
alive). He remembers his father
as a short-tempered bigot. “He
would literally cry about the Ho-
locaust and Jewish suffering, yet
in the same breath would attack
the ‘schvarizers.' "

Basllgy has fonder memories
of his adoptive mother who, he
says, “was a real Jewish mother
who only wanted the best for me,
but had had to go on her hands*
and knees to get me. As a result,
she was twice as protective, twice
as smothering, ' twice . as
emotional.” -

' The first real indication that he
was different came when the boy
was nine. The rabbinical court
had been making.inquiries into
adopted Jewish. babies, had
found his birth certificate and
checked out his mother's birtli
* certificate and that of her mother

and grandmother, 10!

“ The_rabbinical. court wrote a
letter informing his parents that
* his natural mother was Catholic.
They genuinely believed, howey-
er, that his natural father was a
Syrian Jew. ooniveis 4o
2.~ This"sti
sion; !but:it-was “another. three-
years, BesSmp says, -before this
could take place because the rab-
binical court did.not consider his
father observant enough to guide
a child through the conversion

)
i

period.” .
-~ "1 was actually’ quite ‘reli-
gious,” B says. 'l could

read - Hebrew "and  bits of the
Mishna, but my father, instead of
going to shul on Shabbos, would

+go* to .the;;pub or " to “football
matches." E p
When he was 12. he went to

the rabbinical court in London
where he was asked questions on

equired-a~ convers"

religious laws and practices.
When the rabbis were convinced
he knew enough to be converted,
hé was taken to a doctor’s office,
in Stoke Néwington and given a
symbolic circumcision and il
merséd in a mikva,

BY THE time he wént to college,
BEmAy's religious :beliefs were
on the wane. Though he still clas-~
sified himself as- culturally Jew:, '
ish, he began to feel more com-.
fortable ( in..-a Gentile
environment. . ° R
First, he studied psychology at
Hull University, but left after one
term. He had become president
of the Jéwish Society, where he
bad been expected.to pay auto- -
matic lip service to Zionism and
the'State'of Istael, he saysi mil
Instead, Bumfag began read-
ing-the:works of anti-Ziunist-Is- 5
raelis.'“At-Leeds ‘Uhiversity,
where  hecstudied Hebrew iwith
Arabic as a minor, he joined the
Palestinian Students Society.
““This was the time after the -
Sabra and Shatilla acres,
and 1 supported‘a motion con- .
demning the massacres as geno- |
cide,” he says: “Many of my Jew-
ish - socialist - friends ! found it
difficult to support socialism and

Zionist: nationalism at the same -

timé. I resolved the dilemma by
refusing to support;-the
1ationalism.”

In 1986, Bemilgy, still Regmg-
W, a committed anti-Zionist,
immigrated "héré! One redson
dates to a progressive jazz group,
which Bessiig managed after col

+. lege; When the group’s sax player
collapsed on stage.with' what
tBumed out to be a brain tumor,

Sy ‘'saw two years of my life
go down the tubes, and was left
feeling ve?' empty."” .. iy
. He also felt Margaret Thatcher

< was turning Britain into a racist
g’:liue state, though in retrospect

4dmits it was a somewhat
‘paranoid view.

“It was not even a question of

being Zionist or anti-Zionist. 1
* was-unemployed in the UK and
: did ‘not want to stay there,” he
says of his move here. “I.could
speak fluent Hebrew and had
better chances of finding a job.in
Israel.” - - & :

immedia‘leiy found a

B {ub teaching English in Bat.Yam. ,
- He never got to know the other ,
«immigrants in- the Beit-Milman; |

absorption center in Ramat Aviv,
since they went to Hebrew classes .
- while he went to work. Because

pay was low, Besilg found it |

necessary t0 ramain at the ceniéf

* for hié entire 11-month stay here.
+ It was one of the loneliest peri-
ods’of his Jife. “I would comé
home from the school, cook my-»
self a meal, sunbathe on the roof
or on the bech, and then sit in
my room, lisiening to the radio,
reading Bialik or studying Isracli
history."”

BRI insists he made a point
—_—

- of not becoming involved in any
kind. of politics during his stay”
here.! He thinks he drew the au-
thorities’ attention because of his
isolation and, as his’ skin dark-
ened, being increasingly taken
for an Arab. ©..- « ——
t “Even Palestinians or the Arab
Jews in the center would come up |
to me and start talking in Arabic. |
"I remember so much wanting to '
' communicate, but my Arabic just ’
was not good enough.” )
. The only really unpleasant in-
cident he remembers was being .

+ picked on in a bus by soldiers he':
says obviously thought he was a
Palestinian. Petrified, he-
whipped out his British passport. -
The corporal immediately apolo-,
gized, explaining that they had
thought he was an Arab. 1.,

+ - Eventually, Ramsttgg- who says

,ihis heritage often.was, quqst:qn;d

.in Isracl — heard from the British -

i OlimSociety in.iTel Aviv, which ..
..suggested he 'go-backto Britain

and think things over. " - '
1 At the time, B s thought it

" was a good idea.

T felt out of place there. 1

couldn't get used to seeing the .
military everywhere, or people. .
not growing their hair long and
not smoking dope. All they
seemed t0 think about was their
career and how they could best

serve their country,” he says.
i A few weeks after his return to'
Britain, Bemtimg says he received

a letter from the British Olim So-;

" ciéty stating that his aliya'was not ,
considered a success, and that he

would no longer be welcome ir*

! Isracl and’might be" prevented

m refurning. " oy

- claims this was late;

.+ confirmed in a letter to his lawyer.

. by the Isracli Embassy in Lon-

;1. don, though 1o reason was give:

( did,’ however, return "

... here for a week's visit last year to

"""take patt in a documentary film

4bout his lfe.) ) e b

Maurice Singer of the British'
Olim Society. says that “accord-

.. Ing to our records and sociologi:
5 ‘h:]. and - psychological .reports;

. suffered psycho:
! logical problenis i
order .to: help him as: much as.|
possible, the opinion was that he ~;
». would reccive better. help in his of
1.own language and- in his- own -
‘__coumryqSubuq\l_e,nﬂy,;lvle_vrp ¢
+t0 him explaining-that we'3 con-

sider his return to Israel when he

* could show us he wis ‘medically - '
well arid repay us the outétanding

* monies spent on his behalf in his -
repatriation,” e |

1+ AFTER HIS expericnces in Ist:
.¢l, Bt resolved to find out
his real family. background.. He.
managed fo contact hi¢ mothér,
; who wrote him the  truth about
{ :‘us leﬁe'r‘? identity: He changed
* his namé from lIan Remuge to |
Jemmtugs B,

Resolving to mect his ﬁalhcr.
«. he got on his motorcycle and rode
—_—

—_—

i

* case to the

«+of Human Rights in Strasbourg.

. a similar predicament. - |

Israél,.and in |

" ,,uphy‘published within the next

2udn the end, Bamilgy fecls he
- can make good use of his experi-
1 ences by the work he does for the

* gaping open for years and people

from Leeds, where he was then
living, to:see her.in London.

“When'T rang the doorbell, she

was mopping the floor, as the

. dishwasher had flooded. Tt was a

very natural mecting, and ever

since we've had a.very good

relationship.”

. Things did not develop quite so

spontaneously with his father, *'

- rang him first, and we met several

#+ times with his family in his flat in

* one of the more exclusive parts of

.- London, but a warm

“"soon developed,” says,

+ Because his father was a mem-

i ber of the Kuwaiti government,

H had to promise to keep

the relationship secret. However,

( during the Itaqi . occupation of

 Kuwait, Bssgg was asked to

.« help the Freé Kuwait Movement

; and revealed his father's identity.

.+ Since then, his I;(h;r has refused

"dny contact with him,

relationship

IN MARCH, Bugag vént to an
~appellate court to try to have the
-adoption ;riiling overturned, '
i Whilei the _three judges sympa-
1+ thized with him, they said they
had no power to overturn a prop-
rly. made, ddoption order.
Lord Justice Simon Brown
A ‘:ll is difficult to irhagine a*
ore ill-starred adoption- place-
ment than that of a Kuwaiti Mus-
 lim's son' with an Orthodox Jew-
+ish couple.; This appellant was-
«brought up believing himself to
»be a Jew against a background of
+deep prejudice’ and hostility be-
1tween Jews and Arabs, discover-
ing he belongs to the opposing
“group.” ¢ .

riow waints to'bring the
 the House of Lords and, if,
* that fails, 10 the Europedn Court

- He says he originally pursued the

case because this was the only
, way he,could have hi§ rights re-
, Stored as the soni of;a Kuwaiti
- citizen; but fow wishiés o see it
; through to help other adoptees in

has appeared in count-
. less news features, the BBC has
made a documentary about him
and financially he is quite well
off, having sold the rights to his
story to an independent televi-
sion company which he hopes will
be made into a feature film. He is
also aiming to have his autobiog-

year.;

5 . says: he s, culturally
very European but feels the Mid-
dle East is something he can't get
away from. Asked if He feels
more Jewish or Arab, he says he
feels somewhere in the middle.
“Jarab, maybe.”

Jewish Arab Dialogue in Europe
in getting Jewish and Arab stu-
dents talking to one another.

“It really is a healing process,”
he ‘says. “The wound has been

have internalized their mistrust
and hatred.”. . .

e . .
_: I went into the back door. of the nursing home an Arab baby and came out the front door a Jewis\}_' bab
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Such old parents, and beiog an only child 10 years
The sense of Being an culsider is 3 recurrent
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man
father b & Yorkshice reaeer of pork. man. My mother

bt 10 help 1o pay lor my barmitzvah.
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JEWISH CHRONICLE MARCH 24 1995 .

Sonofa Muslim
loses fight to annul
‘Jewish adoption

Jewis CHRONICLE Revosrcn
Jewish,  he  underwont

ootmmmhreeartrine o e an
A man sceking 10 have his  Orthodox conversion at the age of
by s Jewish couple 10,

cred that bis real mother wasa't

anculled after discovering that bi

T M‘rwﬂn:l-mlluﬂ of » i
whether and  studied«

&a_ummdlmu case 0 the Mm-:qmul..h.

House of Lords. n be spent & year

‘was when he spi
Israel in 1986 that his problems
ause of his dark looks, he

20 pawer (o revoke his adoption.

He s now consderiog a futher
stressed, bowever, that his

action did not mean that he was

trying to renounce his Jewish past.  card arsived.”

Mr Dl had wanted 2 In 1989, Mr BEEY truced his

Kuwaiti passport to have the free-  naturnl mother and took her

dom to "move around the Arab  name.
workd." ulhthlﬂ\ll‘lllkplhl\.' He then discovered that his real
poses,

e teeded 10 have hmg:‘;‘ Jow.m he ‘
mity v rocoguised. had 1 a it
imvolued haviog the adoption

set aside.

pohen | stated the acion.

il was an work-

ing b o che m'mulf;u be wanis 10 work b the M

tion was revoked, I'd be and is qualified to do so.

able 10 go on u Kuwaiti passport.”  “It is extremely difficult, i not

the | Cous impossible, for him in his preient

position 10 cbtain work, or cven

vt lsrael or any Atab couptey.
“He feels this acutely and fee

that he does not belong now to

that of a Kuwaiti Meslin's dlhermck-'nhurlei\nb’
with an Orthodox Jewish couple,”  community.” |
Lotd Simon Mr Besillly — who was repre-
remarked. sented by family law expert Allea
hdmb;m. Mr s 3, member of e
adople Jewih-Asab Dialogue in Exope
~ who believe oup. (Jade), in which he feals
Jowish baby, When it was discov- gmyeomrompw







