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Right and Left respond to

~~GRAFFITI threatening Shimon

Peres and praising Yitzhak Ra-
bin’s death, vandalism of Baruch
Goldstein’s grave, and threats
against settlement leaders were
some of the fallout reported yes-
terday in the aftermath of Ra-
bin’s assassination.

In Kiryat Arba, an unidenti-
fied man defaced the grave of
Goldstein, telling a foreign re-
porter it was to protest Yitzhak
Rabin’s assassination.

Goldstein killed 29 Moslems in
the Machpela Cave almost two
years ago. His grave is located in

~ the Meir Kahane Park at the en-

trance to Kiryat Arba.

The man splattered black paint
on the grave, and broke memori-
al lamps there while shouting,
“Enough of this disgrace.”

Reuters quoted George Ki-
liaris, a reporter for Greece’s
State Television, as saying, “An
Israeli man came close and said
‘Follow me’... We went to the
grave of Goldstein.

“He paced, and then he just
took out a bottle of black paint

~~—and started spreading it over the

grave and smashed the lamps,”
Kiliaris said.

ing, “ ‘It's unbelievable what’s

HERB KEINON

happening here. I'm tired of this
country. I can’t believe that these
people are killing their own
prime minister’.”

Meanwhile, voices were raised
in Kiryat Arba yesterday calling
for the eviction from the settle-
ment of a handful of extremists
who residents say look for the
press and make extremist com-
ment that shame the community.

Police yesterday went to the
home of Kahane Hai activist Da-

-vid Axlerod in Kfar Tapuach, ap-

parently intent on detaining him
for statements made on Israel
Radio justifying the
assassination.

Axlerod and other extreme
right-wing activists, including
Avishai Raviv, the head of Eyal,
have gone underground.

Police are also investigating
graffiti scrawled on a Jerusalem
wall yesterday that read, “Rabin
is a victim of peace, Peres is the
next in line.”

Arutz 7, the pro-settlement ra- - -

dio station, reperted that a num-
ber of religious Jews have com-

____Pplained of harassment since the
~—Kiliaris quoted the man as say-

assassination, including an Efrat
resident at the lpall in Jerusalem

~assassination by vandalism

who said passersby told her,
*“You killed Rabin, and now you
come here to go shopping.”

A number of leaders of the
Council of Jewish Settlements in
Judea, Samaria and Gaza said
they have received death threats
over the phone the last few days.

Among those receiving threats
are the council’s head, Uri Ariel,
its spokesman Aharon Domb,
and Kiryat Arba Regional Coun-
cil head Zvi Katzover.

The Regional Council issued a
resolution yesterday condemning
remarks made to the media by
one of its residents, Aryeh Ben-
Yosef, in which he praised Ra-
bin’s assassination. The resolu-
tion said this ‘“‘libeled’ the
community, and that he had dis-
qualified himself from living in

. the settlement.

In a related development, rep-
resentatives of Meimad, the Na-
tional Religious Party and the
settlement council are sponsoring
a forum tonight at Jerusalem’s
Beit Agron that will be dedicated
to “eulogies and sout searching.” ~ *

Among the speakers will be
NRP head Zevulun Hammer,

——Rabbi - Haim- Druckman, Rabbi—

Yehuda Amital, and settlement

council head Yisrael Harel.




=2 Ten policemen guard Goldstein’s tomb
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TEN policemen were guarding
the tomb of Baruch Goldstein in
Kiryat Arba yesterday, after an
outraged man poured black paint
on it Tuesday and smashed two
adjacent decorative lamps.

Police feared that another at-
tempt to desecrate the tomb of
the man who committed the
Machpela Cave massacre in He-
bron last year could spark
violence.

Elimelech Daon, who also was
guarding the tomb, said, “‘If I find
out who did this, he’ll be dead
within 24 hours. I know it was
friends of [Yitzhak] Rabin. What
they did is fascism, racism, and
worse than that. I, as a Kahane
man, it tears my heart out that
Rabin is dead, but they have
graves, too — [David] Ben-Gur-

ion, [Theodor] Herzl. We can do__

that to the graves of Ben-Gurion
and Herzl, too.” 3 :
The IDF Monday issued an or- -
der barring soldiers from the res-
taurant of Elitzur Butavia, a vo-
cal admirer of Goldstein, who
was considered a harmless eccen-
tric, until soldiers said he had
welcomed the news of the prime
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minister’s murder.

Butavia called it a ‘‘blood li-
bel,”” but a neighboring restau-
rant owner, Ovadia Binyamin,
called Butavia ‘“‘a liar,”” saying
there was dancing at Butavia’s
establishment. ‘I have been in
Kiryat Arba nine years, and I say
you' have to get rid of the Kahan-
ists. Not most people, but a lot
supported what happened,” Bin-
yamin said.

Binyamin said he did not sup-
port Goldstein’s act, but attribut-
ed it to the pressure of Arab at-
tacks on Jews whom he treated.
““He cracked under pressure, but
[Rabin’s assassin Yigal] Amir
murdered in cold blood.”

There was no memorial notice
for Rabin up in the commercial
center, but a small scrawled sign
outside a shop said: “‘First, peace
at home.” It is illuminated by a
dozen memorial candles in a
cardboard box.

Public notices announced an
assembly in Jerusalem’s Zion
Square on Sunday to commemo-
rate the fifth anniversary of Rab-

bi Meir Kahane’s murder. The
assembly has been banned by po-
lice, but organizers in Tel Aviv
said they were appealing to the
High Court.

Certainly many people in Kir-
yat Arba were upset by the assas-
sination, but there was little sense
of gloom in the town. Arye, 12,
was eager to explain that killing
Rabin was ‘‘not okay because he
was a Jew.”” He said that the dif-
ference between Amir’s act and
that of Goldstein was that Gold-
stein attacked ‘‘criminals, and
criminals should be killed.”

In the row of Arab shops be-
tween the Machpela Cave and
the Avraham Avinu quarter in
Hebron, Rabin’s murder was
widely condemned, despite wide-
spread dismay that ‘‘he gave set-
tlers a free hand’’ and that under
the Oslo 2 agreement they and
the settlers would remain under
Israeli control.

But more important than any-
thing Rabin did, said Muhsin Ab-
salam, a candy seller, was that
‘‘Rabin’s killer supported
Goldstein.”



* Aviv artist was yesterday charged .
with desecrating the grave of °
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Artist admits defiling Goldstein tomb

By BATSHEVA TSUR and Itim

Two days before the anniversary
of the November 4, 1995 assassi-
nation of Yitzhak Rabin, a Tel

Baruch Goldstein in anger over
the killing of the prime minister.
Artist Avraham Pesso pleaded
guilty before the Jerusalem
Magistrate’s Court of pouring
paint on the Kiryat Arba grave of
Goldstein, who massacred 29
Moslem ‘worshipers -at Hebron's

Machpela Cave in 1994. Pesso
said his motive was to protest the
reactions of Kiryat Arba residents

immediately after Rabin was slain.

Pesso was also charged with -

damaging two lampposts at the

| graveside, after kicking them in

anger. He faces a six-year sen-

tence for the combined charges.

The alleged desecration too!

| place three days after Rabin’
* assassination. Pesso was pho-
' tographed by a foreign TV crew as

he, vented his rage and shouted:

“This is a disgrace!” Yesterday
-his lawyer appealed to the court to

drop the case on the grounds that it
was “a travesty of justice.” He
also sent a renewed request to
Attorney-General Elyakim
Rubinstein to drop the charges,
after an eariier letter had been
turned down saying this was tech-
nically impossible.

The court, meanwhile, decided
to postpone hearing the case until
mid-January.

Pesso told reporters that, if he is
convicted, he will accept the ver-
dict. “This was a personal act of
protest three days after Rabin’s
slaying,” he said. “My act was a
cry of anguish from the depths of

" my heart.” !

Meretz MK Ran Cohen, who
was present in the courtroom,

Tel_ Aviv artist_Avrahalh Pesso (ﬁght) tries to ﬁake a pbint yesterday to former Kach activists Baruch Marzel (left) an’d."Ndam‘
Friedman outside Jerusalem Magistrate’s Court, where Pesso was charged with desecrating Baruch Goldstein’s grave.

said he plans to push forward a
private member’s bill he has pre-
sented to the Knesset calling for
the dismantling of the monument
surrounding Goldstein’s grave,
which stands in its own square in
Kiryat Arba and has become an
unofficial memorial site for sup-
porters of the murderer, and

transferring the grave to a ceme-
tery.

“Although I am a great believer
in upholding the law, I felt revul-
sion hearing the words ‘The State
of Israel against Avraham Pesso,’
when those who continue in the
fi Goldstein  and

walking around free,” Cohen told
Israel Radio. “I believe that Pesso
was there shouting out the grief
almost all of us shared.” He
expressed hope that his bill would
be passed before the court recon-
venes so that the charges can be

ps of
[Rabin’s murderer] Yigal Amir are

PP \
Rabin’s son, Yuval, announced

(Isaac Harari).

over the weekend that he would
pay for Pesso’s defense.

Supporters of Dor Shalom, the
peace movement headed by Yuval
Rabin, and of Meretz clashed out-
side the courtroom yesterday with
supporters of the outlawed Kach
movement, to which Goldstein
belonged.
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