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14 Kislev 5759
December 3, 1998

Honorable Justices of the Supreme Court:

My name is Yisrael Goldstein and 1 am the father of Dr. Baruch Goldstein of blessed
memory. Before you make your decision on the proposed desecration of my son's
gravesite, 1 beg you to allow this grieving father to describe to you the constant
anguish my wife and I as well as our dear daughter-in-law and her four young
children have been suffering ever since Purim 1994. This anguish is aggravated by
cruel people who seek to desecrate Baruch's gravesite and not let him rest in peace.

I should like first to describe briefly just what kind of person he was. ‘As the
community doctor, his walkie-talkie was with him 24 hours a day, seven days a
week. At night, he slept in sweatpants so that he would waste no time in
responding to emergency calls. Week after week, he would make his weary way
home, his clothing soaked in Jewish blood.

As an IDF officer, he served with distinction in Lebanon during that war..An Army
certificate describes the nature of his service as "devoted, efficient, diligent,
enterprising, thorough, disciplined, an expert in his profession."

In one of several awards, the Army Chief Medical Officer thanks my late son for
miraculously saving the lives of soldiers who had been wounded by Arab terrorists -
and I quote: "With your dedication you saved the lives of the wounded and you
maintained an entire world."

An Army document recommending his promotion to the rank of Major includes,
among other comments, the following: "In every instance in which there are
casualties in the Hebron District, Dr. Goldstein is also present to administer First
Aid (Aid which has saved human life more than once). All this on a voluntary basis
with dedication worthy of the highest praise...If there is an officer in the District of
Judea and Samaria worthy of promotion in rank, it is without a doubt Dr. (Captain)
Baruch Goldstein."

On the day that my son was killed, General Mofaz came to our family in Kiryat
Arba and, citing the volatile atmosphere in Hebron proper, insisted that Baruch not
be buried in the cemetery there. He then met with the mayor and rabbis of the town,
and all, including our family, agreed to this compromise, that is, that the burial be in
Kiryat Arba at a permanent site chosen by the rabbis. On that stormy night with all
the heavens in tears, this commended IDF officer, Dr. Baruch Koppel Goldstein of
blessed memory, a wonderful husband, father and son, who lived a life of true self-
sacrifice, was laid to rest.

Our family later purchased a stone, and the grave and its susrounding area was set
up all in strict accordance with detailed, illustrated plans submitted to and
approved and signed by the responsible government administrative authorities.



We accepted that approval in good faith. I must respectfully ask, do we have a
moral and honest system of justice in this country or is this ex post facto land7 Is it
fair that, notwithstanding the official approval that was granted for each and every

item at the site (including the flagstones on the ground), Ron Cohen and others can
simply vote it away?

Will ripping up the flagstones and forcing us to visit our son's grave in the mud
serve some higher purpose? For shame!

As to the wording on the gravestone , please understand that every day of my dear
son's life was filled with acts of devotion and sacrifice, of Kiddush HaShem. In
documents which I now submit, you will see that his Kupat Cholim honored him for
outstanding service as national Doctor of the Year. You will also read these words of
an injured child whom he treated and carried to an ambulance: 1" 17°83 WnN "NWITI
w xar "I really felt as if he were my father."

And yet, despite his having devoted his life over the years to acts of holiness and
Kiddush HaShem, an evil decree now calls for the obliteration of such words from
his gravestone - a standard size gravestone, | must stress, and not an-"andarta"

(“monument”). Even the nefarious law upon which this infamous decree purports to
be based exempts the gravestone.

In closing, I must stress that the gravesite, on the edge of town, is a quiet spb’t. In
keeping with our family's wishes as expressed in a large sign at the entrance, it is a
tranquil Jocale, a place for prayer and contemplation. Only when heartless outsiders
go there to demonstrate are their problems. Those are the people who in no
uncertain terms should be given to understand that desecration of a burial site will
not be tolerated. Two years after criminal charges were brought against someone
who came from Tel Aviv inviting the media to witness his barbaric act in desecrating
the grave, a court-recommended plea bargain resulted in his being given a slap on
the wrist - 60 hours of community service! Where is justice?

Honorable Justices, I plead with you now to send a message loud and clear. That
is, gravesites - whether those of presidents or paupers, of those beloved or hated -
are inviolate and are not to be tampered with in any way.

Please do not allow the authorities to continue to rub salt into our family's
wounds. ¥f you permit them to tear up the gravesite, know that you will be
tearing up our hearts and, I must say, establishing a terrible precedent.

Better, in the name of justice seasoned with mercy, to let the dead. rest in peace.
Better to attempt to bind up wounds as we strive for unity in the face of
never-ending onslaughts by those who seek to destroy us.

In the words of the Psalmist: "Hinay ma tov uma nayim, shevet achim gam yachad."

Respectfullg
d f/c 2§

Yisrael Goldstein"
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Honorable Justices of the Supreme Court:

My name is Miriam Goldstein and 1 am the mother of Dr. Baruch Goldstein of
blessed memory.

My son was the best. He was the best son, the best husband and father and the most
devoted doctor that the Kiryat Arba community and surrounding yishuvim ever
had. He was loved and greatly admired by all who knew him.

Baruch had an unusual love for his G-d, his people and his country. He felt a special
responsibility for every Jew, and saw a desecration of G-d's name in every act of
terrorism. He was soft spoken, gentle and very humble. People sat in his office,
seeking spiritual solace as well as medical treatment. He would sign his
prescriptions “ Baruch Goldstein, Shaliach ” (messenger). Our son saved many lives.

His entire life was one of self-sacrifice.

We suffer every day with the pain of having lost him. The grave is all we have
left. It belongs to us, it express our feelings. My family and I ask that it not be
disturbed and that you insure that it be left intact so that we may have a measure
of comfort and go on with our lives as best we can.

Respectfully,
" [ﬂ@?{/% alia pop

Miriam Beila Goldstein
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" IDF rips down

shrine to Baruch
- Goldstein

KaCh protesters threaten Rabin’s grave

By Amos Harel

Ha arerz Miluar. Correspondent
EET

The Israel Defense Forces
yesterday tore down a shrine
to the memory of Baruch

Goldstein, who shot dead 29 .-

Muslim worshipers in He-
bron in 1994

The dismantling of the
memorial in Kiryat Arba
‘near Hebron, which was, ap-
proved by a Knesset law and
the High Court of Justice,
passed without a hitch de-
spite opposition, some of it
violent, from several dozen
settlers and extreme right

wing activists. o

Goldstein, an immigrant
- from New York, worked as a
physician in Kiryat Arba. In
-~ February 1994, he entered
the Tomb of the Patriarchs
in Hebron and opened fire on
kneeling Muslim worshipers.
Goldstein was then blud-
geoned to death by the angry
crowd. His grave in Kiryat
Arba quickly turned into a
site  of pilgrimage for
rightwing extremists, who
built a shrine with stands for
prayer books and flower
pots.

Yesterday morning, IDF
and police forces arrived in
force at Meir Kahane Park in
Kiryat Arba, at the edge of

e e N

which is Goldstein’s memor-

ial. The military rabbi of the
Central Command marked a
circle -around the grave,
which the workers were in-
structed not to cross, so as
not to desecrate the grave it-
self. The bulldozers then be-
gan their work, removing
lamps, breaking up decora-
tive tiles and turning over a
small, enclosed stand for
prayer books and memorial
candles.

As the dismantling pro-
gressed, the number of
demonstrators grew. At the
height of the protest, there
were some 100 people, half
of them children. Through-
out the entire demonstration,
the number of soldiers and
policemen at the site was
greater than the number of
protesters. Among the agita-
tors were several leading
Kach activists - Noam Fed-
erman, Baruch Marzel and
Tiran Polak. The demonstra-
tors clashed with police, and
three of them were arrested
after trying to block a truck
arriving at the site.

Several Kach activists
threatened to retaliate by at-
tacking the grave of late
prime minister Yitzhak Ra-
bin. “Rabin is next,” they
shouted. “You had better

=

watch his grave very, very
carefully ”
~=An response, the .police

-yesterday posted a guard

next to Rabin’s grave on
Mount Herzl in Jerusalem.
Minister Ran Cohen, who ini-
tiated the legislation under
which Goldstein's shrine was
dismantled, has been put un-
der the protection of Shin
Bet security guards.

During yesterday's opera-
tion, the local commander al-
lowed two people to ap-
proach the grave site:
Yisrael Goldstein, father of
Baruch Goldstein, and an el-
derly woman who claimed
that Dr. Goldstein has saved
her son’s life. Goldstein se-
nior lay down on the grave
and cried out: “He was a
righteous man.” After 15
minutes of protest, he left
the site.

Four hours later, the work
at the memorial was com-
pleted. All that was left of
the ornate shrine was the ac-
tual gravestone, with the in-
scription describing the mur-
derer as a “righteous man”
who *“died for the sanctity of
God.”

One of the officers told
Ha'aretz that “all in all, it

went by better than we had |‘
B

expected.”

to
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