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Followmg petltlon to ngh Court

By BATSHEVA TSUR
and news agencles

A decision by the IDF to dis-
mantle ‘the memorial around the
grave of Baruch Goldstein, who
camried out the massacre at ‘the

Machpela Cave, was postponed .
yesterday after Goldstein's parents

petitioned the -High Court of
Justice. }

The IDF had’ announced it
planned to dismantle the memori-
al yesterday morming. s

At the same time, Meretz MK
‘Ran Cohen petitioned the High-
Court asking that it order Defense
Minister Yitzhak Mordechai 1o
put into effect the law preventing
the setting up of tombstones on
the graves of terrorists and
destroy the Goldstein memorial
-in Kiryat Arba.

The law, introduced by Cohen.

_-against the

was passed by the Knesset on June
2, 1998. Cohen said he had asked
Mordechai  several times to act
shrine  which has
sprung up around Goldstein’s bur-

‘ial place, but that nothing had been

done. He therefore felt Ohhu.d o
turn to the court.
Naftali Wertzberger, who pre-

~sented the petition on behalf of

Miriam and Yisrael Goldstein.,

‘said that they had been informed

on Succot eve by the army that
they must remove everything
around their son's grave or il
would be destroyed \suhm 48

" hours.

“Everything around the LI'.I\L -
the paving. the ln_hum. the

_faucets, the book cabinets - was

placed lhgrc with the permission
of the IDE Wertzberver claimed.
He blamed “the fuss made by Ran
Cohen™ for the IDFF's decision 1o

dismantle ‘the memorial. which

has become a shrine for ummlst :

clements.

anbugu said yesterday that
the engraving on the tombstone,
which refers 1o

“holy™ and a “martyr” would be -
altered. The two words are to. be
removed.

Wertzberger said lampv.nng with, -
the grave site would incite angry -
reactions from Goldslun S. sup-
porters, - ;

Cohen has mmnwhllc proposcd
an amendment to the law, which -
would have Goldstein's grave dis- .
mantled and the body transferred:
to a cemetery.

Goldstein,

the  Patriarchs . in Hebron “in

Iebruary ‘1994, killing 29 people

before hum. hluds_eongd to de.uh
by survivors. - ;

. Goldstein as .

upcncd ﬁrc on E
Moslem worshipers at the Cave of . .
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