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mistake. And not only so; the innocent, those who have: =vr set
their faces against violations of law in every shape, alike —wvix <he
guilty, fall victims to the ravages of mob law; and thuss 1: zoes
on, step by step, till all the walls erected for the defence of=+ner-
sons and property of individuals, are trodden down, armt Zsre-
garded. But all this even, is not the full extent of the evil. B=:uch
examples, by instances of the perpetrators of such acts grorz -
punished, the lawless in spirit, are encouraged to become lzawzss in
practice; and having been used to no restraint, but dreadd o’ sun-
ishment, they thus become, absolutely unrestrained. Haviing sver
regarded Government as their deadliest bane, they make: = t:3ilee
of the suspension of its operations; and pray for nothing ssc =ach,
as its total annihilation. While, on the other hand, good mner men
who love tranquility, who desire to abide by the laws, amd “zjoy
their benefits, who would gladly spill their blood in the dé=fer=e of
their country; seeing their property destroyed; their farmiiis in-
sulted, and their lives endangered; their persons injured;: ar: see-
ing nothing in prospect that forebodes a change for thme ister;
become tired of, and disgusted with, a Government that offfer=hem
no protection; and are not much averse to a change in wiziict -hey
imagine they have nothing to lose. Thus, then, by the opesraian of
this mobocratic spirit, which all must admit, is now abrosac n the
land, the strongest bulwark of any Government, and pazrticiarly
of those constituted like ours, may effectually be broken dovi and
destroyed—I mean the attachment of the People. Whemsve this
effect shall be produced among us; whenever the vicious Do-isn of
population shall be permitted to gather in bands of huncires and
thousands, and burn churches, ravage and rob provisiton -tores,
throw printing presses into rivers, shoot editors,® and “haiz and
burn obnoxious persons at pleasure, and with impunity; @epad on
it, this Government canmiot last. By such things, the feeling: 1f the
best citizens will become more or less alienated from it; amé -hus it
will be left without friends, or with too few, and thosee irv too
weak, to make their friendship effectual. At such a time znt 1nder
such circumstances, men of sufficient tal[ent and ambitiorn viil not
be want]ing to seize [the opportunity, strike the blow;. aut over-

3 Dwelling as he does on the horrors of Iynch law in Mississippi arnd T¥issouri,
Lincoln may seem remiss in ignoring, save for this phrase, the JiynZing =t
Alton, Illinois, on November 7, 1837, of the abolitionist editor Eliijai Parish
Lovejay. It is somewhat too obvious and naive to assume that Lincoiin vis baing
politic in avoiding reference to an episode so recent and so vivid im--the -ecollec-
tion of his audience. Rather it seems possible that he chose a substler way of
pricking the conscience of his audience than by direct denunciatiomn. J{embers
of the Lyceum who listened to Lincoln without sensing the spectezr of Lovejoy
in their midst must have been obtuse indeed.
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