Minutes of Shamgar Commission: numerous Arabs in the Cave of
Machpelah a few days before Purim screaming "Kill the Jews"
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March 7, 1994

Alon Gilon

Coordinator for the Committee of Inquiry - Cave of Machpela Incident
P.O. Box 34250 -

Jerusalem, Israel 95461

Dear Mr. Gilon:

| have become aware that you are coordinating the gathering of information regarding the
February 25, 1994, Mearat Hamachpela incident. As an attachment | offer you my
eyewitness account of my four visits to the facility during six days prior to the incident.

| recently returned from a trip to Israel, arriving there on February 11 and departing on
February 26, 1994. Although | spent most of the vacation in Jerusalem, | made two trips
to Chevron. The first visit was to spend the Sabbath (February 18 and 19) and the second
trip was a tour of the Gush Etzion bloc and Chevron on February 23, 1994. During those
two visits | visited Hamachpela a total of four times.

I am not a Jew, but | am very interested in seeing the biblical sites. As you know so many
of the early Jewish experiences described in the Bible involved Chevron. My visit there was
very interesting and memorable. | had visited Chevron in June of 1992 on a previous visit.
During my recent visit | noticed a disturbing difference in the attitude of the Arabs.

If you have questions regarding my account or if | can assist you in any way, please contact
me by telephone at (619) 328-2266 between 8:00 AM and 5:00 PM Monday through Friday
or write to me at the following address: Carl Bishop

1421 N. Sunrise Way N2 25

Palm Springs, CA 92262

Please forgive this unsolicited account of my visit if for some reason you do not wish to
consider it. | felt that your committee would be interested in my first hand account:

Sincerely,

Carl Bishop

c: Editor of the Jerusalem Post
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ACCOUNT OF MY EXPERIENCES AT THE CAVE OF MACHPELA PRIOR TO THE
FEBRUARY 25, 1994 INCIDENT

Please accept for the record my eyewitness account of events on February 18, 19 and
23, 1994.

| visited the Cave of the Patriarchs on four occasions during the week prior to
the shooting incident. Each time | was threatened and struck by the Arabs.
On Friday night, February 18, 1994, during Sabbath prayers, some of the Arabs
rioted and came running into the area which had been assigned to Jews. Israeli
soldiers forced them back into their assigned area.

The following morning there were several scuffles which resulted from death
threats and insults by Arabs who had again spilled over into contact with Jews
during their prayers.
[

Immediately following havdalah Saturday nigh, February 19, 1994, the Arabs
came pouring into the area where Jews were congregated, yelling "Itbah ha
yehudi" ("murder the Jews"). They overran some of the soldiers who fought
to protect local Jews and a tour group of 120 American Jews who were
touring Gaza, Samaria and Judea. The Arabs broke through and struck me, but
more soldiers came until the Arab mob could be pushed back at gunpoint into
the room where the Arabs were supposed to be praying. It was the scariest
moment of my life.

Each of thg three visits during the Sabbath | heard the Arabs yelling "Itbah ha
yehudi".

| returned on Wednesday afternoon, February 23 as a part of a small tour

group, and it was apparent that nothing had changed. Arabs made certain that
they gave me an intimidating bump as they walked past me.
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Minutes of Shamgar Commission: numerous Arabs in the Cave of
Machpelah on the night ' before Purim screaming "Kill the Jews"
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Reports from Logs
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