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samples of evidence given before the Shamgar Commission showing that the Arabs of
Hebron were planning to attack the Jews
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ref 141

Atmosphere Preceding the Purim Pre~emptive Strike

Fcllowing are excerpts of conversations held with Kiryat Arba/Hebron
residents, and information rasgarding the atmosphere in Hebron preceding the
pre-enptive strike of Purim 575h-199%k.

YMiriam Levinger -~ "Ominous dread before Furim. Something terrible was going to
happen, Arabs were mocking us and spitting abt us. 4 nocse was being tghtensd.
Since the event, things have taken an upward tum. Hebron area where Jews live
is relatively guiet now. (Riots take place on the other side of Hebron.)?

Bella Gonen (Member of Kiryat Arba Town Council) - "Senior army officer, General
Mofaz, came to the Kiryat Arba Town Council three days before Purim and said that
there was going to be trouble in the Cave of the Machpela on Purim., Fmergency
services and facilities, he declared, should be prepared by Security and by

Dr, Coldstein.® (See Conen letter,)

Chiéuk Group (from U.S.4,) visiting the Cave previous Shabbat were threatened and
almost atbacked. (See Bishop article.) They wrote to Shamgar offering to testify,
but were not called.

Raotya Cchen - Mrs, Cchen related that an Arab woman had to0ld her that a leaflet
had been distributed two weeks earlier instructing the Arabs to store up food
for an expected, extended curfew. Shortly before the event, Mrs. Cohen, who
understands Arabic, heard over the loudspeakers screaming in classic Arabic that
the holy land must be recovered from the "evil people.”

Nechama Mushnik - Attended services in the Cave on Purim eve. "Arabs behind the
netal divider were screawing and gesturing menacingly. The army had o clear a
place for me to leave the Cave. Arabs spit on me.!

Tisrael Ben Aharon - "I was in Hebron at the time serving in the ammy reserves,
There were many incidents of Arabs spitting and shoving. I saw Arabs storing up
large quantities of food.

MArabs kept screaming over the loudspeakers, 'Xil1 the Jewsl! Arabs were
storing up food. The zrmy knew this, There had been many terrorist actions that
week," Mr, Ben Aharon heard over the wallkde-talkie that an Arab was caught with an
automatic weapon near an army road blockade, that there was a booby=trapped car
and there was much rock throwinge

Mrse T.5., a Jewish Hebron resident who understands Arabic, relates that before the
anticipated Purim Arab attack, she heard on their loudspeakers that the Arabs should
store up food. V¥rs. S. also rslates that before their attacks, mostly around Jewis:
heliday +imes, the Arabs would brozdcast at a special hour (L:00 p.me or 9:00 Dems)
and i1 2 partisnlar way that there woukd be an attack coming up.

$ 3afore Chanukah, she heard over the walkie-talkie that the army was watchirg
a susoicious car. (Mr, Mordechal Lapid and his son, Shalom, were killed that Chanukah
ave,) Another timethedayof the Prigal murder, Mrs. S. spoke to the army after hearing
the "special hour broadcast," and they said that they had been aware since 11:00 a.m.
of a white, Hamas-owned auto cruising in the area, (Young Sarit Prigal was kiiled
that evening.) In a’dition, Virs. S. s&id that the Arabs threw a grenade the day
before Purim at Beit Hadasszh in Hebrem.

(over)



~suptive Strile (Cont'd,)

Atmogvhers Preceding the Purdim P

Apat Tohen ~ "Baruch made a miracle for us.®

Titszhak Matoof = “Arsb gtorekeeper told me, 'I see 7o
Machpelsn every Shabbat. Do nob come to the Cave on
there,!

to the Cave of the
Y owd ot be good

jrnstte Harel - An Arab Hebron resident working in her house finishad the job befor
’m# time prowised. He asked to be paid immediately giving her +he in praseion
that he was concerned about an impending curfew.

Dro, Baruch Geldstein » Abitended Purim afternoon services in the Cave, Could not

pray because of Arabs there howling "Itbach al Yshoed!" (Slaugbter the Jaws])
ater, Bamich told his father that when he turned %o an IDF offficer and asked him

+3 stop the Arabu, the officer just shrugged his shoulders and tumied away. Baruch

127t the Cave and attended the Megilliah reading in the Community Ceater (Matnas)

in Xiryat Acba,

Il2n Tor - Was part of a small greup which said Tehillim (Psalms) in ‘he Cave ezrly
eaph morming. He was there on Purim morning in The Hall of Abraham (next to The
Vil of Titzhak where the event took place).

Mr, Tor recalls having been told later by a reserve soldier, who had on
Purim been working at the army administration building in Hebron, that thers had
teen g lust-minube, urgent call from an officer at the Cave to send reinforcements
immediately, 7%This was precipitated by the volatile climate that had bean prﬂvai"*i
1d swacerbated by the unusually large number of Arabs tresent {azbout 700) as opo
to fawer than 10 scldiers,

L;

Mordechui Sayid - Was oubside th: Cave a few minutes after the event hock place.
He heard over z walkie-talkie that an M-16 wrapped in a kaffish had been “ound.
{Ths 4"’1)7 later reported that it had dlsanpear-d. Reports of other wesnons fo unr‘i'q
m;,. a Kals s"’n...m, inives, axes were also denied.) Mr. Sayid sent a letter o
the Shamgar Commission but was not invited to testify,

The Shamgar Revort (page 236) states that IDF offi cer, D.S,, in charge of
the Cave oI the Machpela decided not to take his weeksnd Surloush as planned, He
opted, instead, to remain with the unit along with his second in command st least
for Friday, Purime The Report was critical of him for not having been preseunt in
the actual Cave of the Machpela during the Friday, end of Ramadan, prew-dawn prayers
at which a large number of worshippers was expected, taking intc zccount the
intelligence reports regarding the likelihood of an attack by Hamas.
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signed statement by Bella Gonen
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Evidence of Yitzchak Bouaniche to
Shamgar Commission
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