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Information Division Israel Foreign Ministry -
Jerusalem

COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO THE MASSACRE
AT THE TOMB OF THE PATRIARCHS IN HEBRON

EXCERPTS FROM THE REPORT

The excerpts from the Report were translated by the Government
Press Office. They inelude the Introduction (chapter 1) the
Conclusions (chapter 8); and the Recommendatiens (chapter 9) of the
official Report of the Commigssion of Inquiry written originally fin
Hebrew. This is not an official version of the Report.

Chapter 1. Introduction

Following the massacre 1n the Tomb of the Patriarchs in Hebron
which occurred on 14 Adar, 5754 ~ 25.2.94, the Government decided
on 16° Adar, 575h —~ 27.2.94 to appoint a Commission of Ingquiry. On
17 Adar, 5754 ~ 28.2.94, after consultation with the President of
the Supreme Court, it was decided that the Commission would consist
of five members. On 17 Adar, 5754 - 28.2.94, the President of the
Supreme Court, Justice Meir Shamgar, decided that he would serve as
Chairman of the Commission, and that its other members would be:
Justice Eliezer Goldberg, Judge Abed el-Rahman Zouabhi, Professor
Menachem Ya'ari and Lieutenant General (res.) Moshe Levy. The
Commission began hearing evidence on 25 Adar, 5754~8.3.94. Judge
Alon Gillon was appointed as the Commission's Coordinator. In
accordance with section 13 of the Commission of Inquiry Law, 5729
~1969, the Chairman of the Commission appointed investigators to
collect dnformation; Atterney ‘Michael Shaked of the Attorney
General's offide served as the coordinator of the investigators.
Attorney Dafna Beinwall of the Attorney General's office and Deputy
Commander Anton Iyov, Inspector Armand Edri and Inspector Daniel
Israel of the Israel Police worked with him.

The Commission heard most of the testimony in sessions that were
open tothe public.

The Commission held 31 sessions and heard evidence from 106
witnesses, some of them at the Commission's initiative and some at
their own request. The complete or partial testimony of 16
witnesses was heard behind closed doors. During one of the first
days of its activities, the Commission engaged in a thorough and
detailed examination of the Tomb of the Patriarchs and the
surrounding area.

The Commission made a public announcement requesting that anyone
who wished to testify before the Commission or present it with
documents or exhibits, make their intention known to it in writing,
for that purpose.

Each of the 167 requests was discussed and the appropriate
procedure to be followed concerning it was determined.

The Commission received 1,140 exhibits, 37 of them written
testimony collected by the investigators and the rest orders,
documents, files, books, findings from the scene of the c¢rime,
expert opinions, photographs, ete. All of this material has been
catalogued in files according to a fi1ing number which appears in
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Monday, July 11, 1994

The Jerusalem Post

A failure to inform

UPPOSE the Shamgar Com-
Smission investigating the

massacre at the Cave of the
Patriarchs had recommended that
the occupation be ended within 45
days.

For a month, it would have
been impossible to turn on the
radio orread the papers without
hearing or seeing the word

“Shamgar,” and praise for the
commission’s courageous
findings.

But the 1epml came up with
different recommendations, and
interest in it died within 24 hours.
Only 2 nudnik like mysell would
write about it weeks later.

My excuse? The newspapers de-
clined to print sections of the re-

port, implying lack of public inter-

est. | wish to bring them to hght

Since copies of the report aren’t 4

easily available at Jocal book-

stores, the pubiic doesn’t knows
| that the commission charged a key
i witness from the Wakf with giving
¢ false testimony; expressed an un-

dcrst’mdmg of the motivations of
a the Jews in Hebron, indirectly re-
b buked Yitzhak Rabin, and even
E menticned the purchz\se of the

Cave of the Patrmrcns by’ Abr?
"pam from a 16¢T iéretaft. i

The Shamgar Commission ok
the chaos which preceded the mas-'
sacre seriously. It went back to the
Jibril prisoner exchange, a deal
which took place under the super-
vision of Yitzhak Rabin.

“It should be noted that the re-
lease of over 1,000 terrorists in
May 1985 not only created an im-
mediate security danger, but also
[undermined] belief in the rule of
law and the effective punishment
of criminals. The release of the
terrorists raised tension between
the Jewish residents and the Arab
population in the area™ (page
178).

Oddly, we didn’t hear this quote
on the radio. And, wonder of
‘wonders: it didn’t appear in the
press. i

For some reason. but apparent-
ly not by chance, the media have
[ailed to mention the astounding
statistics for Judea and Samaria

vow—gy

doinss

HAGGAI SEGAL

¢ collected by the commission: “Be-
tween the outbreak of the intifada
and the time of the massacre,
there were 154,754 reported cases
of rock-throwing, 5,655 firebomb
attacks, 2,979 assaults and knif-
ings, 821 shooting incidents and
256 hand grenades thrown... 64
Israelis were killed and 3,866 in-
jured... 373 Arabs were killed by
Arabs... the car of Yair Lior, a
resident of Beit Hagai. was stoned

Parts of the
Shamagar
Commission’s
report never
made the media

i

in Hebron no less than 47 times”
(page 167).

The Shamgar Commission con-

cluded from''these ‘statistids’ hat

MOBTHE failurd td thaliitdin 14W 'and

"01dét on the r&al‘t of the Jewy iii the

“'aréd must 'be ' considered ‘within
the context, and not disconnected
from it. The authorities™ helpless-
ness in enforcing the law is apt to
make  the residents feel aban-
doned and encourage them to take
the law into their own hands”
(pages 167-8).

More: “Since the outbreak of
the intifada, this population has
lived -under the shadow of con-
stant physical threat, principally
when driving on the roads. In situ-
ations where Israeli residents pass
through densely populated Arab
settlements, the physical threat is
even greater, and a resident who
does this unarmed puts his life in
his hands™ (page 152).

THE MEDIA had a field day with
the testimony regarding the terri-
bly brutal treatment of Moslems
by Jewish worshippers, but buried

‘crushed:

the commission’s opinion of this
testimony:

“To summarize, we can say that
the overwhelming majority of in-
cidents in the Cave of the Patri-
archs did not go beyond distur-
bances of the peace ‘and
provocations. Some of the com-
plaints were baseless, for example
the Moslems’ claim that Jews
brought dogs into the Cave [of the
Patriarchs]™ (page 140).

One section of the report cen-
sored by the media lays heavy re-
sponsibility on the Palestinians for
the death of some of those wound-
ed in the massacre, for refusing ser-
vices from a hospital sponsored by
the civil administration (page 86).

An additional section, as yet un-
cited, verifies the claim of the resi- *

* dents of Kiryat Arba that Gold-

stein acted fearing a massacre
from the other side.

“It should be pointed out that a
day before the massacre, a procla-
mation was distributed in Hebron
from a terrorist organization, say-
ing that a terrorist action would
take place within one to two days™
(page 79).

There is also an official verifica-
tion of calls for the murder ofJews
within the area of the Cave: “On” |
Fébrudry 12, 1993, in the course of
Friday services in the Cave of the
Patriarchs, Sheikh Tayassir Ta-
mimi gave a sermon which was
recorded by the civil administra-
tion: ‘For those who fly the flag of
the armed struggle and those who
kill, their deeds are writ in gold,
theirs are exalted acts in the battle-
between the believers and the infi-
dels” ™ (page 139).

In short, press reports of the
Shamgar Commission’s findings
didn’t quite tally with the report
published by the commission. Not |
even one reporter quoted the |
commission’s sensational recom-
mendation that the intifada be
“1t is necessary to end
the attacks against Jews, from
gunfire to stone throwing” (page
245).

il

¢

The writer is a columnist at

Maariv.




letter from Chaim Simons to Judge Shamgar
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Message 24 from the thread "LETTER FROM DR. BARUCH GOLDSTEIN'S FATHER"

Subject: Re: LETTER FROM DR. BARUCH GOLDSTEIN'S FATHER
Newsgroups: soc.culture.israel, soc.culture.jewish, talk.politics.mideast
Date: 1996/04/21 View complete thread (46 articles)

From: Yehuda Sliver (ysilver@panix.com) Message 24 in thread

jO0ja@netcom.com wrote:

: data@tiac.net (James Garner) writes: -
: >Andrew Mathis (fresh@panix.com) wrote:

: >: Isaac, if you don't like Arens then fine, but you don't actually

: >: defend Goldstein, do you?

S There is a difference between defending him, and understanding .
: >what made a man who was a doctor, who healed people day and night, crack il
: >under the pressure. Understanding what the Arabs have done to create such N

>pressures, and what Israel has failed to do in protecting Jewish life in
: >the region.

: Difference? Try this difference:

< If you cant take the pressure of remaining a

g *doctor* .~even *in a war- get out of the EMV

: What if all physcians behaved a la goldstein?

What if all "mosques" were like the Hebron murder mosque?

The Hebron murder mosque, makes Shiek Abdul Omar Rachman's Jersey
city bomb factory mosque, look like a "day care center" by comparison!

This certainly gives a great breadth to medical professionals
who are/have served in war zones/times. I guess that they are
all entitled to "crack under the pressure”.

No! They are entitled to support from their ARMY!

But if for "political reasons"™ their ARMY would abandon them, and their
family's to a massacre, some might snap!
SO far, aside from the Hebron case, it never happened!

: By these pathetic justifications of goldstein's acts, you
: justify so much evil and pain in the world.

a) We still don';t know if he was right or wrong!

If he really stopped a massacre he was right!

There is a secret part of the Shagar Commission report

that some newspapers claims "leaked" and affirmed his version!

b) If untrue, then what he did was wrong, but understandable, sine
he propabably snapped after all the people who died in his arms; and HE
thought he was justified!

: *lastima*
: [u should b ashamed!]
The real villans, not matter what is or isn't true about Goldstein °

was the HAMAS- (MUFTI) murder mosque, their murderous "prayers"
of "Itbach al Yahud" and their long history of MURDER!

hitp://groups.google.com/groups?start=20&safe=off&th=a3d940076¢061bc6,46&mum=..] 27/07/01
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A STUDY OF DR. BARUCH GOLDSTEIN'S ACT IN THE
CAVE OF MACHPELAH, ACCORDING TO MATERIAL IN
THE POSSESSION OF THE SHAMGAR COMMISSION

Rabbi Dr. Chaim Simons
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Date sent: Thu, 23 Apr 1998 13:33:38 +0300

From: citydesk@iinsnews.com

To: snsheadlines@ploni.virtual.co.il

subject: 4/23/98 - IINS III-489

IINS News Headlines Time 13:35

Rrs April 23; 1998.. 27vNiséan 5758.. Volume III, Number 489
. .Update from Israel

"(IINS) Israel Internet News Service Ltd."
Israel’s only 24-Hour Internet News Service

Table of Contents

GOLDSTEIN- SPECIAL REPORT ON THE MACHPELAH SHOOTING (106SR)
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Goldstein- Special Report on the Machpelah Shooting (106sr)
(IINS News Service -Israel-4/23) oOn February 25, 1994, Purim
day, Dr i

-Baruch Goldstein, a captain in the IDF reserves and a

decorated member of the IDF Medical cCorps, opened fire in the

Maarat Hamachpelah (Cave of the Patriarchs), killing 29 Moslem

worshippers and wounding many others before he too was killed

by the mob and his body torn apart.

Colastein, a well-known figure in tie clhevron/Kiryat Arba
communities, was the head of all emergency medical services in
the area, was called upon countless numbers of times to
respond to motor vehicle accidents, regular medical
emergencies and in the months prior to the shooting, many
terrorist attacks.

Close associates of Goldstein stated that one particular
attack, in which the doctor’s close friends, Mordechai and
Shalom Lapid were killed by Arab terrorists, left the doctor
in a different frame of mind, as he was the one who held his
dying friend in his arms as he breathed his last breaths of
life.

Following the shooting in the Machpelah, the Shamgar
Commission was appointed to investigate the events leading up
to the shooting, as well as what took place, and to make
recommendations for the future.

only selected sections of testimony were released from the
Shamgar Commission’s findings. This report reveals additional
information that was not originally made known to the public.

The proponents of exhuming the body feel the grave of a
murderer may not be permitted to become a national landmark
and Goldstein must be reburied in another secluded location.



translation into Russian of Chaim Simons'
first booklet on Baruch Goldstein
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